
The Book Bugs ended the Spring term with a book hunt in the library. All the members proved 
themselves to be accomplished book hunters. Ethan, who is now living in England, came to visit us 
and joined in.

This term we have been finding out about the five authors who have been Children’s Laureate and 
reading some of their books. The five are Quentin Blake, Anne Fine, Michael Morpurgo, Jacqueline 
Wilson and Michael Rosen.

We have also been shadowing the Greenaway medal.
th

Our last meeting for this term will be on Monday 16  June. 
th 

We will start again on 11 August.

33

Jacqueline Wilson
By Lisa 

Jacqueline Wilson was born in Bath 
in 1945. She spent most of her 
childhood in Kingston. 

She always wanted to be a writer and 
wrote her first “novel” when she was 
nine.

When she was young she got bullied 
by two boys who would wait at the 
gate after school then punch and kick 
her.

As a teenager she started work as a 
journalist working for D.C. Thomson, 
a magazine publishing company in 
Scotland. She also had a magazine 
named after her. It was called Jackie.

She moved to Lewisham when 
she was four…

She loved reading Jane Eyre 
when she was a child…

Her gran had arthritis…

Her first boyfriend was called 
Michael…

She was in the TV show Double 
Act…

Some facts about Jacqueline Wilson
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Anne Fine
By Caitlin 

thAnne Fine was born on the 7  of December 1947 in 
Leicester. She went to school in Hampshire and 
Northampton and graduated from Warwick University in 
Politics. In 1971 she married a philosopher called Kit Fine.

When Anne was a child she read all the time. That is what 
encouraged her to be an author. When she was about 24 
she could not go to the library one day because of a snow 
storm. She had nothing to read so she started writing a 
story and never stopped. The book was called The 
Summer House Loon and was her first published book. 

Her books have been translated into 27 different 
languages. She  writes her stories with a 2B pencil. 
She has written over 40 books for both adults and children 
and is still writing more. One of her books, Madame 
Doubtfire, has been made into a famous Hollywood film. 
She was Children’s Laureate from 2001–2003.

Anne had quite a lot of jobs before she became a writer. 
She was an English teacher, an assistant information 
officer for Oxfam and worked for Oxford Famine Relief but 
she gave them all up to be an author.

She has won loads of awards for all her good books and 
hard work, including the Carnegie Medal, the Smarties 
Prize and Children's Writer of the Year (twice).

She now lives in County Durham with two grown-up 
daughters, 3 cats and a golden retriever dog.
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Michael Morpurgo
By Beth 

th
Michael Morpurgo was born on the 5  of 
October 1943 in Hertfordshire. He went to 
school in London, Sussex and Canterbury. He 
was once described as “stupid but great at 
rugby”. He eventually became a teacher.

In 1976 Michael Morpurgo and his wife 
established the charity Farms For City 
Children which provided children from cities 
with experience of the countryside.

He was the Children’s Laureate from 
2003–2005.

The Butterfly Lion won the Nestle Smarties 
Book Prize in 1996. Kensuke's Kingdom won 
the Children’s Book Award in 2000 and Private 
Peaceful won the Red House Children’s Book 
Award in 2005.

Michael Morpurgo now lives on a farm in 
Devon. He describes himself as “oldish, 
married with three children and a grandfather 
six times over”.

He was evacuated to Cumberland during 
the war…

He believes that “literature comes before 
literacy”…

He was awarded an OBE in 2006 for 
services to literature…

He has three farms in Devon, Wales and 
Gloucestershire for Farms For City 
Children…

He had an unsuccessful career in the 
army…

I think all of Michael Morpurgo’s books are 
great. He describes everything really well and 
he makes you want to read on…

Some facts about Michael Morpurgo

?

?

?

?

?

News
?

?

?

?

?

?

Caitlin came second in cross-country at 
school and Beth was third. They both hope to 
make it into the team…

Lisa went to see the Blues Brothers in concert 
during the Easter holidays and she has a new 
baby cousin called Sarah Jane…

Lisa, Beth and Caitlin found a lost dog. They 
found its telephone number on its collar and 
called the owner to let him know they had 
found it…

Nathan walked all the way from Monifieth to 
Carnoust ie wi th h is Mum and his 
grandparents…

He also planted a golf ball trail for his 
Grandad…

Martin has been to Madeira on holiday with 
his family…
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Stormbreaker
(the Graphic Novel)
by Anthony Horowitz

This book was brilliant! I 
would give it 9½ out of 10 
and I would tell my friends to 
read i t .  My favour i te  
character is Wolf because he 
helped Alex destroy the 
Stormbreaker.

Reviewed by Martin

Book ReviewsBook Reviews
The Mansion and the Mill
by Jennifer Burnap

This was a good book. I would 
definitely tell my friends to 
read it. I liked Polly, who is in 
most of the scenes, because 
she is really kind.

Reviewed by Caitlin

Three for Tea

M y  b ro t h e r  B e r n a d et te  b y  
Jacqueline Wilson

Countdown by Anne Fine

Snakes and ladders by Michael 
Morpurgo

by Jacqueline Wilson, Anne Fine and 
Michael Morpurgo

This book contained three stories.

I liked this story because it was 
funny and I liked Big Dan the Bully.

I also liked this story because it 
was about someone who tried to 
prove he could get a gerbil. It was 
really funny.

I also liked this story because it 
was about snakes and I like 
snakes.

Reviewed by Beth

Stormbreaker
(the Graphic Novel)
by Anthony Horowitz

This book was brilliant! I 
would give it 9½ out of 10 and 
I would tell my friends to read 
it. My favourite character is 
Wolf because he helped Alex 
destroy the Stormbreaker.

Reviewed by Martin

Cliffhanger
by Jacqueline Wilson

This is a good book. My 
favourite character is Tim. I 
enjoyed his funny postcards 
to his mum and dad.

Reviewed by Martin

Red Eyes at Night
by Michael Morpurgo

Red eyes at night was a really 
good book about a girl who 
hated her cousin. She played 
a trick on her cousin but it 
went horribly wrong.

Reviewed by Beth

Captain Underpants and 
the Big Bad Battle of the 
Bionic Booger Boy
by Dav Pilkey

I thought it was brilliant. I 
would so tell my friends about 
this book. I think it was a good 
book because the author 
wrote as if he was a child.

Reviewed by Rachel

The Jane Blonde books
by Jill Marshall

These books are brilliant. I 
would definitely recommend 
them to people. I like the 
ma in  charac te r,  Jane  
B l o n d e / J a n e y  B r o w n  
because she is a super-spy.

Reviewed by Caitlin

The Haunting of Pip Parker
by Anne Fine

This book is about a girl called Pip. 
It is Christmas Eve and she can 
not get to sleep because there is a 
strange figure on her bedroom 
wall but then she finally discovers 
what it actually is.

Reviewed by Lisa



Fantastically Funny 
Stories
by Michael Rosen

It was an OK book. Some 
stories were good but others 
were not that good.

My favourite story was Water, 
Water, Water when a man 
needs water and he passes 
lots of tie stalls. When he gets 
to the nearest town, he can’t 
get in because he needs a tie.

Reviewed by Lisa

The Killer Cat books
by Anne Fine

These books were brilliant. I 
would give them 8½ out of 10. 

In the first book, Diary of a 
Killer Cat, Ellie and her family 
think that Tuffy the cat has 
k i l l e d  t h e  n e x t  d o o r  
neighbour’s rabbit.

The second book is called 
Return of the Killer Cat. Ellie’s 
family goes on holiday so 
Tuffy thinks he can invite his 
cat friends round but he gets 
a nasty surprise.

In The Killer Cat Strikes Back, 
Ellie’s mum goes to an art 
class and starts bringing ugly 
art home. She brings a vase 
home and they put a lottery 
ticket in it then they can’t find 
it. Can the cat get the family to 
look in the vase…?

Reviewed by Lisa

Red Eyes at Night
by Michael Morpurgo

This book is about a girl and 
her cousin. She does not like 
her so she tells her that there 
is a ghost in the shed. In the 
end she gets a surprise of 
her own.

Reviewed by Lisa

Mrs Armitage on 
Wheels
by Quentin Blake

Mrs Armitage is the average 
dotty old woman. She feels 
her bike is an old piece of 
metal and funks it up so 
much it falls to pieces.

Review by Nathan

Cool
by Michael Morpurgo

I liked this book because it 
had a great story line. It was 
about a boy called Robbie 
who had been run over by a 
van and he was in a coma. 
His parents tried everything 
to wake him up but even Zola 
didn’t work. I liked the 
newspaper cuttings because 
they made it more realistic.

Reviewed by Martin

Book ReviewsBook Reviews
Mister Magnolia
by Quentin Blake

Mister Magnolia, weirdly, has only 
one boot. He has looked for the 
other one but can’t find it 
anywhere. One day a little girl 
gave him one boot as a present. It 
was blue with a red star on it.

Reviewed by Nathan

Jennifer’s Diary
by Anne Fine

This book was OK. I don't really 
have a favourite bit or a favourite 
character because it was not that 
good.

Reviewed by Caitlin

The Amazing story
of Adolphus Tips
by Michael Morpurgo

This is a really good book about a 
cat and a girl in World War II. They 
have to be evacuated but 
Adolphus Tips goes missing. I 
don't want to give too much of it 
away, but I really liked it. I think you 
should read it if you haven't 
already.

Marks out of 10 – 10!

Reviewed by Caitlin

Totally Jacqueline 
Wilson
by Jacqueline Wilson

This book was brilliant. It 
was a really good book. I 
would give it 10 out of 10.

Reviewed by Beth
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