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1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to give further consideration to the Site Planning Brief for the 
former Kingspark School site following issues raised by residents regarding the proposed 
development of the site. 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 It is recommended that the Committee amends the open space to an east west orientation 
and remits the Executive Director of City Development to redraft the Brief to reflect this 
change and ensure access for maintenance, the retention of trees to the east, and the 
overlooking of open space by new housing (Appendix 1). 

3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 There are no financial implications arising as a result of this report. 

4 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Reference is made to Article V of the Minute of the Meeting of the City Development 
Committee of 8 December 2014 (Report 297-2014 refers) which approved the Draft Site 
Planning Brief for the former Kingspark School for the purposes of consultation.  Reference is 
also made to Article III of the Minute of the Meeting of the City Development Committee of the 
18 May 2015 (Report 76-2015 refers) which approved the Site Planning Brief for the former 
Kingspark School Site (Appendix 2) following the consultation exercise. 

4.2 Following the Committee’s approval of the Draft Site Planning Brief on 8 December 2014, an 
invitation to comment on the Brief was posted to 86 local residents who bounded the site. 
Various interested parties including statutory undertakers, government agencies, developers, 
consultants, agents, Communities Officer, Local Community Planning Partnership members, 
housing associations, and others were also invited to comment.  Over the 6 week consultation 
period, 27 responses were received and these were summarised in Appendix A to Report 
76-2015. 

4.3 The main issue raised was in relation to the quantity and location of the area of open space to 
be retained as part of the redevelopment of the site.  Most of the comments received 
supported the retention of an area of open space to serve the surrounding community.  Whilst 
accepting that the size of open space proposed was appropriate some of the comments 
received requested that it should be orientated east to west at the southern end of the site 
rather than the north to south orientation proposed in the Draft Site Planning Brief.  A number 
of comments were also received suggesting that the whole site should be retained and 
allocated as public open space. 

4.4 All of the concerns raised were given careful consideration with responses and proposed 
alterations to the Brief summarised in Appendix A of report 76-2015.  Report 76-2015 
recommended that the quantity and north to south orientation of the open space identified in 
the Draft Site Planning Brief be maintained.  It was considered that this approach provided the 
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most appropriate balance of meeting the needs of the community in an accessible and safe 
location whilst maintaining and integrating the mature area of woodland to the east of the site. 

4.5 At the meeting of the City Development Committee of the 18 May 2015 (Article III and Report 
76-2015 refers) the Site Planning Brief for the former Kingspark School Site was approved 
without amendment. 

5 FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 Since the approval of the Site Planning Brief,  the concerns raised by residents about the 
quantity and orientation of the open space to be retained have been reiterated.  There have 
also been issues raised regarding the loss of the former school site and the replacement of 
the football pitches lost at Kirkton Park as part of the development of St Paul’s Secondary 
School. 

5.2 The quantity of the open space to be retained on the former Kingspark School site as set out 
in the approved Brief provides an area of sufficient size to meet the needs of local residents.  
Its north to south orientation ensures that it is accessible, safe, and allows for maintenance 
and integration with the area of woodland to the east of the site.  Whilst for these reasons it is 
considered that the north to south orientation provides the more appropriate solution, it is 
acknowledged that the east to west orientation of open space could also result in a 
satisfactory development of the site.  Should this approach be preferred, some alteration to 
the wording of the Brief to ensure access for maintenance of the area and inclusion of part of 
the tree belt to the east into any future housing development would be required.  It would also 
be important that supervision is achieved by ensuring that new houses to the south of the site 
front onto to the proposed area of open space. 

5.3 The matter of the identification of the Kingspark site as replacement football pitches has been 
raised as a reason to retain the entire area.  The potential of using the Kingspark site for 
replacement football pitches for those lost at Kirkton Park as a result of the development of 
St Pauls Secondary School was considered at the outline planning permission stage for the 
new school.  However, the provision of pitches across the city as a whole was subsequently 
considered in the Council’s Pitch Strategy 2005-11 and the updated Strategy for 2011-15.  
These Strategies determined that there was no requirement to retain the former Kingspark 
School site for replacement pitches as the need had been met elsewhere in the city.  
Therefore, when preparing the Site Planning Brief there was no requirement to consider the 
retention of the area for replacement pitches. 

5.4 The Site Planning Brief should provide clarity to surrounding residents, prospective 
developers and other interested parties that an appropriate area of open space to serve the 
local community should be retained whilst the development of the remaining site for housing 
is encouraged.  Careful consideration has been given to the further requests from residents to 
increase the quantity and amend the orientation of the area of open space.  It is therefore 
recommended that whilst the quantity of open space remains the same, its orientation be 
changed to east to west (Appendix 1). 

6 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 This Report has been screened for any policy implications in respect of Sustainability, 
Strategic Environmental Assessment, Anti-Poverty, Equality Impact Assessment and Risk 
Management.  There are no major issues. 

7 CONSULTATIONS 

7.1 The Chief Executive, the Executive Director of Corporate Services, Head of Democratic and 
Legal Services and the Executive Director of Neighbourhood Services have been consulted 
and are in agreement with the contents of this report. 
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8 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

8.1 There are no background papers of relevance to this report. 

 
 
 
Mike Galloway   
Executive Director of City Development   
 
 
MPG/GSR/KM 13 January 2016 
 
Dundee City Council 
Dundee House 
Dundee 
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