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1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 

This report is to inform the Elected Members on the Revenues Division's Housing Benefit and                
Council Tax Benefit Counter Fraud activity as at 31 December 2011                                                                            

 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

It is recommended that the Committee approve the Counter-Fraud Performance Report. 
 
3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

None 
 
4.0 MAIN TEXT 
 

Counter-fraud performance and comparison data for the previous year 
 

o Counter-Fraud staffing levels have returned to normal levels within this quarter.  However, it 
will still be some time before officers are fully trained in all aspects of counter-fraud activity.   
The turnover in staff in the last year has impacted in a number of areas including the number 
of investigations undertaken and level of overpayments identified by the counter-fraud 
section.  The turnover of staff has also impacted on the number of successful sanctions 
including submissions to the Procurator Fiscal by the Council's counter-fraud unit.   

o There has been an increase in the number of referrals received by the Counter-Fraud 
Section in comparison to the previous year.  This increase is due to a higher level of data-
matching activity within the Department.   

o There has been an increase in the number of successful Prosecutions in Court. 13 guilty 
verdicts have been reached in comparison to 8 in the previous year.  The increase in cases 
referred to the Procurator Fiscal at the end of the last financial year and the speed in which 
the Courts have been dealing with submissions sent by the counter-fraud team has resulted 
in the increase in guilty verdicts. 

 
5.0 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 

This report has been screened for any policy implications in respect of Sustainability, Strategic 
Environmental Assessment, Anti-Poverty and Quality Impact Assessment.  
   
There are no major issues.  
���

The Equality Impact Assessment which has been carried out will be made available on the Council's 
website http://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/equanddiv/equimpact/   

 
6.0 CONSULTATIONS 
 

The Chief Executive and Depute Chief Executive (Support Services). 
 

7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 Equality Impact Assessment  
 
 
M M Stewart 
Director of Finance 
 

 
Date: 
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POSITION STATEMENT QUARTERLY FRAUD STATISTICS 
 
 
Benefit overpayments identified by the counter fraud section from which 40% subsidy is received 
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