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REPORT TO: EDUCATION COMMITTEE – 18 APRIL 2005 
 
REPORT ON: DETERMINING SCHOOL CAPACITIES - SECONDARY 
  
REPORT BY: DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 
 
REPORT NO: 195-2005 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To revise the overall capacities of Dundee secondary schools taking 

cognisance of the Scottish Executive Education Department’s Circular 3/2004 
– “Guidance on Determining School Capacities”. 

 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 The Education Committee is asked to: 
 

i. agree the Director of Education’s revised definition of school capacity 
as described within this report. 

 
ii. agree the effect that this revised definition will have upon the overall 

capacities of Dundee secondary schools.  
 
3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1 None 
 
4.0 LOCAL AGENDA 21 IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 None 
  
5.0 EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 None 
  
6.0 BACKGROUND 
 
6.1 Education authorities already determine school capacities for various 

purposes, and have developed their own methodologies and systems for 
doing so. The Scottish Executive issues guidance and advice to Education 
Authorities which sets out factors that they will want to consider when 
determining school capacities. 

 
6.2 Two pieces of subordinate legislation are of particular relevance when 

considering school capacities. 
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6.3 Regulation 8 (1) of the Schools General (Scotland) Regulations 1975, states 
that: 

 
"An education authority shall determine from time to time the maximum 
number of pupils who may be suitably accommodated in every room to which 
this regulation applies in any school under their management and, in 
discharging their duty under this regulation, the authority shall have regard to 
the dimensions of the room and the type of equipment provided, or to be 
provided, the safety and health of the pupils to be accommodated and the type 
of instruction to be given, in the room; and any determination under the 
regulation may provide for different maximum numbers in relation to different 
types of instruction." 

 
6.4 The School Premises (General Requirements and Standards) Regulations 

1967, as amended, set out standards in relation to the minimum requirements 
for school sites, playing fields and educational accommodation. They also 
prescribe standards for the provision of ancillary accommodation including 
kitchen premises, sanitary facilities, washing accommodation, storage 
accommodation, medical inspection accommodation, and staff 
accommodation. 

 
6.5 The Scottish Executive issued new guidance on this matter on 10 December 

2004. This guidance is contained within Scottish Executive Education 
Department Circular 3/2004 “Guidance on Determining School Capacities”. 
(see Appendix 1) 

 
6.6 The guidance states that: 
 

“Authorities will want to ensure that their system for determining school 
capacities is open, transparent, fair and rigorous. They will also want to 
ensure that this system is applied consistently to schools across their area. 
Authorities will, of course, regularly review school capacities and revise them 
as necessary.”  
 

6.7 The capacities of Dundee’s secondary schools were last reviewed in 1996. 
The publication of this new guidance is therefore an appropriate time for the 
authority to review and revise its system for determining school capacities. 

 
6.8 The guidance states that there are a number of other factors which have to be 

taken into account when determining school capacities. These include: 
 
i. employment law, which sets minimum requirements for the 

authority’s employees in relation to sanitary facilities, office 
accommodation, etc.; 

 
ii. the Education (Lower Primary Class Sizes) (Scotland) Regulations 

1999 (SI 1999/1080); 
 
iii. the accessibility strategies that authorities are implementing under 

the Education (Disabilities Strategies and Pupils’ Educational 
Records) (Scotland) Act 2002, and authorities’ obligations under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 1995; 
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iv. Maximum sizes for timetabled classes are detailed in the Scheme of 
Salaries and Conditions of Service Document for Teaching Staff in 
School Education. In determining school capacities authorities will 
need to ensure that class sizes will be in accordance with these 
limits, and any changes to them. 

 
6.9 The Scottish Executive has indicated that at the beginning of the 2007/2008 

school session the maximum number of pupils that will be permitted to be 
taught in an S1 or S2 class for English or Mathematics will be reduced to 20. 

 
6.10 Changes in provision within schools have also had an effect upon the amount 

of available spaces where teaching can be carried out. Most notable amongst 
this has been an overall increase in the number of rooms required for Support 
for Learning accommodation. 

 
6.11 The total number of places available in secondary schools has been 

determined according to a revised formula. The formula used is outlined in 
Appendix 2 of this report. The same formula has been used to determine the 
capacity of all Dundee secondary schools, thus making its use consistent 
across the authority. 

 
6.12 The effect of this change would be a reduction in the overall capacity of 

Dundee’s secondary schools by 1575 places. This would increase the overall 
occupancy of Dundee’s secondary schools from 73% to 85%. (See Appendix 
3) 

 
6.13 In terms of Audit Scotland’s Performance Indicator “Occupancy of Schools” 

this would have the effect of increasing the occupancy levels of Dundee’s 
secondary schools as shown at Appendix 4. 

 
6.14 It should be noted that the change in the overall capacity of schools has no 

effect upon the pupil intake to schools at S1 level. The present intake levels 
are outlined at Appendix 5. Schools have sufficient places available at S1 level 
to fulfil the needs of all priority 1 pupils entering.  

  
7.0 CONSULTATION 
 
7.1 This report has been subject to consultation with the Chief Executive, Depute 

Chief Executive (Finance) and the Depute Chief Executive (Support Services). 
 

8.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

None 
 
 
ANNE WILSON 
Director of Education 
 
Date 09 March 2005 
 
Ref:AW/NJ 
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APPENDIX 1 
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APPENDIX 2 
 
FORMULA USED TO DETERMINE SCHOOL CAPACITIES 

 
The total number of places available within a school is determined using the “Strathclyde 
Formula”. This formula is accepted throughout Scottish education as the most accurate way 
of determining the overall number of places in a school. 
 
The capacity of the school is calculated as (total places (t.p) x0.76)-150= 
 
A standard classroom has a capacity of 30 pupils.  
 
The formula takes into account differences in the numbers of pupils that can be 
accommodated in specific subject areas. These are: 
 
All practical classes (art and design, music, science, craft, design and technology, home 
economics, business studies, computer studies) – class maximum of 20 
 
Standard figures used throughout are: 
 
Games hall – maximum of 60 
Gymnasium – maximum of 30 
Language Lab, Lecture Room, Swimming Pool – maximum of 20 
 
Areas which are not taken into account: 
 
Staff Room, Library, Preparation Room, Common Room, Communication Studio, Resource 
Area, Home Economics Flat and All Ancillary Accommodation 
 
 
In addition, the new formula for determining school capacities does not take into account: 
 
Pottery Rooms, Music Practice Rooms, Sixth Year Laboratory, Small Teaching Area, Fitness 
Room and all Support for Learning rooms.   
 
The new formula also takes into account the Scottish Executive’s indication that at the 
beginning of the 2007/2008 school session the maximum number of pupils that will be 
permitted to be taught in an S1 or S2 class for English or Mathematics will be reduced to 20.  
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APPENDIX 3 

SECONDARY SCHOOL CAPACITIES 
 
PRESENT SITUATION 
 
 School Roll 

(September 2004) Capacity Occupancy 
(%) 40% or less 41-60% 61-81% 81% or more 

Baldragon Academy 633 1249 51  ü   
Braeview Academy 783 1215 64   ü  
Craigie High School 830 1233 67   ü  
Grove Academy 948 958 99    ü 
Harris Academy 1263 1446 87    ü 
Lawside Academy 910 1037 88    ü 
Menzieshill High School 827 1313 63   ü  
Morgan Academy 901 1085 83    ü 
St John’s High School 889 857 104    ü 
St Saviour’s High School 517 1170 44  ü   
OVERALL 8483 11563 73   üü   
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APPENDIX 3 
SECONDARY SCHOOL CAPACITIES 
 
PROPOSED CHANGES AND EFFECT 
 
School Present Capacity Proposed Capacity Change Present School Roll 
Baldragon Academy 1249 990 -259 633 
Braeview Academy 1215 990 -225 783 
Craigie High School 1233 959 -274 830 
Grove Academy 958 876 -82 948 
Harris Academy 1446 1339 -107 1263 
Lawside Academy 1037 929 -108 910 
Menzieshill High School 1313 1020 -293 827 
Morgan Academy 1085 914 -171 901 
St John’s High School 857 1050 193 889 
St Saviour’s High School 1170 921 -249 517 
OVERALL 11563 9988 -1575 8483 
 
 School Roll 

(September 2004) Capacity Occupancy 
(%) 40% or less 41-60% 61-81% 81% or more 

Baldragon Academy 633 990 64   ü  
Braeview Academy 783 990 79   ü  
Craigie High School 830 959 87    ü 
Grove Academy * 948 876 108    ü 
Harris Academy 1263 1339 94    ü 
Lawside Academy 910 929 98    ü 
Menzieshill High School 827 1020 81    ü 
Morgan Academy 901 914 99    ü 
St John’s High School + 889 1050 85    ü 
St Saviour’s High School 517 921 56  ü   
OVERALL 8483 9988 85    üü  
 
* The capacity of Grove Academy will increase with construction that is scheduled under the Dundee Schools PPP Project 
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+ The capacity of St John’s High School is the capacity of the new school building that is to be constructed 
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APPENDIX 4 
 

AUDIT SCOTLAND PERFORMANCE INDICATOR 
 
OCCUPANCY OF SCHOOLS – SECONDARY 
 
 

Occupancy 
Number of Schools  

under previous definition 
Number of Schools  

under new definition 
Under 40% 0 0 
41% to 60% 2 1 
61% to 80% 3 2 
81% or more 5 7 
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APPENDIX 5 
 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS – S1 INTAKE LEVELS 
 
School Intake Level 
Baldragon Academy 160 
Braeview Academy 160 
Craigie High School 200 
Grove Academy 180 
Harris Academy 220 
Lawside Academy 180 
Menzieshill High School 180 
Morgan Academy 180 
St John’s High School 180 
St Saviour’s High School 100 
OVERALL 1740 
 
Priority 1 pupils are defined as: 
 
Children attending a school designated as an associated primary school of the specified 
school. 
 
Or 
 
Children attending a school outside Dundee whose catchment area is within the catchment 
area of the specified school. (for example, Invergowrie Primary School) 
 
Or 
 
Children normally permanently resident within the catchment area of the specified school but 
who have been unable to obtain a place at the primary school into which catchment area 
they have moved following an unsuccessful application for enrolment or placing request. 
 
Or 
 
Children attending a primary school in Angus as at 31 August 2003, residing in Dundee and 
not having priority 1 status for a Dundee secondary school will be designated as Priority 1 
pupils for the Dundee secondary school within which catchment area they reside. 
 
 


