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REPORT TO: SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - 19 JUNE 2013 
 
REPORT ON: THE CARE INSPECTORATE INSPECTION OF EASTERN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NURSERY CLASS 
  
REPORT BY: DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 
 
REPORT NO: 272-2013 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of this paper is to report on the findings of the Social Care and Social Work 

Improvement Scotland (SCSWIS) agency (also known as the Care Inspectorate) following an 
inspection at Eastern Primary School Nursery Class. 

 
 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 It is recommended that the Scrutiny Committee: 
 

i) notes the contents of this report; and 
ii) instructs the Director of Education to monitor progress towards meeting the areas for 

improvement contained in the report. 
 
 
3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1 None. 
 
 
4.0 MAIN TEXT 
 
4.1 Following standard procedures and in response to the expansion of the nursery class at 

Eastern Primary School in October 2012, the nursery was inspected by the Care Inspectorate 
in January and February 2013.  They published a report on their findings on 10 May 2013.  At 
the time of the inspection 87 children were receiving pre-school education in the nursery on a 
part-time basis. 

 
4.2 The inspectors identified the following strength of the school’s nursery class: 
 

 The service provides pre-school children with a varied range of activities which promote 
learning through play, in a safe and caring environment. 

 
4.3 The following areas for improvement were agreed with the school and education authority: 
 

 Children and parents having more opportunities to participate in assessing and improving 
the quality of the service. 

 The systems for assessment, planning and recording children’s progress to be embedded 
effectively. 

 Communication and teamwork amongst the staff team is improved 
 An action plan is put in place to address key priorities for improvement in the nursery. 
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4.4 Quality Indicators 
 
4.4.1 The Care Inspectorate reports using a six-point scale for reporting performance: 
 

excellent 
very good 
good 
adequate 
weak 
unsatisfactory 

 
4.4.2    The following quality evaluations were given at this inspection: 
  

Quality Indicator Statement  Overall 
Quality of Care and Support 1 Adequate Adequate 

3 Adequate 
Quality of environment 1 Adequate Adequate 

2 Good 
Quality of Staffing 1 Adequate Adequate 

3 Adequate 
Quality of Management and 
Leadership 

1 Adequate Adequate 
4 Adequate 

  
4.5 Eastern Primary School's School Improvement Plan (2012-2015) includes a focus on the 

identified areas for improvement.  In addition to this an Action Plan relating to this Care 
Inspectorate inspection outcome has been added to the school’s improvement agenda.  
These will be regularly reviewed, monitored and evaluated in line with both the school and the 
local authority's quality improvement calendars. 

 
4.5.2 The Care Inspectorate recognise that Eastern Primary School Nursery Class needs time to 

make the necessary improvements.  Therefore, it is their intention to maintain contact and 
monitor progress in line with their standard procedures.  

                 
 
5.0 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 This report has been screened for any implications in respect of Sustainability, Strategic 

Environment Assessment, Anti-Poverty and Equality Impact Assessment and Risk 
Management. 

 
5.2 There are no major issues.  
 
 
6.0 CONSULTATION 
 
6.1 This report has been subject to consultation with the Chief Executive, Director of Corporate 

Services and Head of Democratic and Legal Services. 
 
 
7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
7.1  The following Background Papers were relied upon in preparation of this Report: 
 

 Social Care And Social Work Improvement Scotland (The Care Inspectorate) Inspection 
Report For Eastern Primary School Nursery Class, Dundee City Council – 10 May 2013. 

 
 
MICHAEL WOOD 
Director of Education 6 June 2013
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Dundee City Council Education Department 
 

June 2013 Scrutiny Committee Report Summary Notes 
 

Inspection and Reporting 
 

Inspection Agency Care Inspectorate 
Report publication date 10 May 2013 
 
Name of establishment Eastern Primary School Nursery Class 
Sector Nursery 
Name of Head Teacher / manager Gillian Knox 
Roll 87 nursery children 

 
Inspection Outcomes 

 
Quality Indicator Statement  Overall 
Quality of Care and Support Statement 1 Adequate  

Adequate Statement 3 Adequate 
Quality of Environment Statement 1 Adequate  

Adequate Statement 2 Good 
Quality of Staffing Statement 1 Adequate  

Adequate Statement 3 Adequate 
Quality of Management and 
Leadership 

Statement 1 Adequate  
Adequate Statement 4 Adequate 

 
Key Strengths 

The service provides pre-school children with a varied range of activities which promote their learning 
through play, in a safe and caring environment. 
 

Areas for Improvement and Action 
Children and parents having more opportunities to participate in assessing and improving the quality of the 
service 

The systems for assessment, planning and recording children’s progress to be embedded effectively 

Communication and teamwork amongst the staff team is improved 

An action plan is put in place to address key priorities for improvement in the nursery 
 

Analysis of Report 
This report clearly outlines some of the issues which were present at the time of the inspection.  Significant 
levels of support were in place in order to implement necessary actions, however, it was recognised by the 
management team that the pace of change towards and improving service was affected by the dynamics 
within the Nursery staff team 
- Our participation strategy has been formalised and is shared with parents.  This includes a parent leaflet 

which highlights the wide variety of ways that parents can work together with the Nursery Team to 
benefit children’s learning. 

- As noted in the inspection report, the system for assessing and recording individual development and 
progress was in its early stages and needed to be embedded.  This work is now well underway and is 
continuing to improve through use.   

- All records are securely stored and available to all staff. 
- A programme of offering opportunities for children to learn about aspects of Health and Wellbeing has 

also been initiated and is being well received by staff and parents. 
- Staff issues being addressed currently following council policy  
- A specific Nursery Action Plan now sits within the Whole School Improvement Plan.  This identifies 

actions in relation to the recommendations highlighted within the report. 
- Opportunities for self-evaluation processes which encompass the work of the Nursery school are 

underway.  Further opportunities will be planned for on a regular basis and aligned with the improvement 
planning process. 

All of these key tasks are outlined and described in further detail in the Action Plan which has been endorsed 
by the Care Inspectorate team.  Termly monitoring of progress by the School Management Team will ensure 
continued progress and improvement. 
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