
Report No 534-2009 HM Inspection of Downfield Primary School and Nursery Class  

 
REPORT TO: SCRUTINY COMMITTEE -18 NOVEMBER 2009 
 
REPORT ON: HMIE INSPECTION OF DOWNFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL AND 

NURSERY CLASS 
  
REPORT BY: DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 
 
REPORT NO: 534-2009 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to report on the findings of the HMIE Inspection of 

Downfield Primary School and Nursery Class. 
 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 It is recommended that the Scrutiny Committee: 
 

i) notes the contents of this report; and 
ii) instructs the Director of Education to monitor progress towards meeting the 

areas for improvement contained in the report. 
 
3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1 None. 
 
4.0 MAIN TEXT 
 
4.1 Downfield Primary School and Nursery Class were inspected by Her Majesty's 

Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) in June 2009.  They published a report on their 
findings in September 2009.  At the time of the inspection the roll was 432, 
including 83 in the nursery. 

 
4.2 HMIE identified the following strengths of the school: 
 

• a high-quality environment for learning, both indoors and outdoors 
• the wide range of out-of-class activities which enhance children's experiences 
• the commitment and teamworking of all staff to change and improvement 
• effective contributions made by hard working staff to the care and welfare of 

children 
• the leadership of the head teacher in ensuring the successful move to the new 

school and the merger with Kirkton nursery. 
 
4.3  The following areas for improvement were agreed with the school and education 

authority: 
 

• continue to work to ensure greater pace and challenge for all children 
• continue to develop approaches to monitoring and evaluating the work of the 

nursery and primary classes to ensure consistently high quality learning and 
teaching 

• further develop children's ownership of their learning and increase 
opportunities for children to apply learning in a range of contexts 
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4.4 On 29th July 2009, report number 377-2009 was presented to the Scrutiny 
Committee outlining the findings of the Care Commission Inspection of Downfield 
Early Years Centre.  The HMIE report refers to the Care Commission report, 
concluding that the one requirement and three of the six recommendations in the 
Care Commission report had been addressed.   The outstanding 
recommendations are contained within the inspection report of September 2009. 

 
4.5 Quality Indicators 
 
4.5.1 HMIE reports using a six-point scale for reporting performance: 
 

excellent outstanding, sector leading 
very good major strengths 
good important strengths with some areas for improvement 
satisfactory strengths just outweigh weaknesses 
weak important weaknesses 
unsatisfactory major weaknesses 

 
4.5.2  The following quality indicators from "How Good Is Our School 3" (HGIOS 3) 

were evaluated: 
 

Quality Indicator Nursery Primary 
 

Improvements in performance 
 

Good Very Good 

Learners' experiences 
 

Good Good 

Meeting learning needs 
 

Good Good 

The curriculum 
 

Good Good 

Improvement through self-
evaluation 

Good Good 

 
4.6  In addition, HMIE included 2 good practice boxes in the report namely "Media 

Image Education" and "Out-of-school hours activities".  These are included when 
the practice is deemed to be exemplary and worthy of specific note.  

 
4.7  The School Improvement Plan (2009-2012) includes a focus on the identified 

areas for improvement.  These will be regularly reviewed, monitored and 
evaluated in line with both the school and the authority quality improvement 
calendars. 

 
4.8  HMIE have indicated that they are confident that the school will be able to make 

the necessary improvements in light of the inspection findings.  As a 
consequence, they will make no further visits following this inspection.  The 
school and education authority will inform parents about the school's progress in 
improving the quality of education within 2 years. 

 
5.0 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 This report has been screened for any implications in respect of Sustainability, 

Strategic Environment Assessment, Anti-Poverty and Equality Impact 
Assessment and Risk Management. 

 



3 

Draft Report No 534-2009 HM Inspection of Downfield Primary School and Nursery Class  

 

5.2 There are no major issues.  
 
6.0 CONSULTATION 
 
6.1 This report has been subject to consultation with the Chief Executive, Depute Chief 

Executive (Support Services), Director of Finance. 
 
7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
7.1  The following Background Papers were relied upon in preparation of this Report: 
 

• HMIE Report: Downfield Primary School and Nursery Class, Dundee City 
Council, September 2009. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JIM COLLINS 
Director of Education 
 
 
 
30 October 2009 
 
 
JC/LW 
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