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REPORT TO: Leisure, Arts and Communities Committee - 1 July 2009 
 
REPORT ON: Dundee Cultural Strategy 2009-2014 
 
REPORT BY: Director of Leisure and Communities 
 
REPORT NO: 310-2009 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 This report invites the City council to endorse the Cultural Strategy for Dundee for the 

period 2009-2014. 
 
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 The Committee is recommended to approve the Dundee Cultural Strategy 2009-2014. 
 
3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1 The strategy does not present direct financial implications for the City Council. 
 
3.2 The strategy is informed by the Council's Strategic Plans, the priorities of the Cultural 

Agencies Network and organisations which form the Dundee Partnership.  It will be 
for each organisation to commit in partnership to the achievement of the actions set 
out in the Action Plan. 

 
3.3 A number of these actions are already programmed into the forward work plan of the 

Leisure & Communities Department and other partners. 
 
3.4 Several actions are dependent on the attraction of external funding, and the strategy 

creates a framework against which the Council and its partners will bid for funding. 
 
4.0 BACKGROUND 
 
4.1 The Dundee Cultural Strategy 2009-2014 (attached) is based on a study carried out 

by Creative Services (Scotland) Limited on behalf of a steering group which was 
established by the Dundee Partnership.  The consultants reported on their study 
towards the end of 2008 and the strategy was approved by the Dundee Partnership 
Co-ordinating Group at its meeting in March 2009. 

 
4.2 Dundee has changed considerably since the first Cultural Strategy was produced in 

1994.  This will be the third Cultural Strategy for the city and it addresses the different 
context and different requirements that are required to build on a successful track 
record in cultural regeneration. 

 
4.3 Dundee's strengths in cultural, creative industries, life sciences, and biotech are now 

viewed in an international context.  The city has accomplished a great deal in the last 
15 years and this strategy seeks to create a direction of travel which allows the city to 
continue to address the social challenges it faces while setting ambitious goals which 
will maintain the city's profile and advantage. 

 
4.4 Unlike previous Cultural Strategies, this strategy has been produced in partnership 

with the city's main arts and cultural organisations.  It recommends values and 
commitments which are intended for all public and cultural agencies to adopt not just 
the City Council.  The strategic framework will allow each agency to develop and 
prioritise their own activities as they have done so successfully in the past, but to do 
so within an agreed strategic framework. 
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5.0 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 Anti-Poverty 
 The strategy has been developed around a vision which places fairness as central to 

the achievement of its aims (see Appendix 2). 
 
 The strategic framework recognises that promoting creativity is a means of generating 

wellbeing and confidence. 
 
 The strategy argues that eight value filters should guide the priority setting of partners 

in relation to the Cultural Strategy.  These are: 
 

� Creativity 
� Pride in the City 
� Quality of Life 
� Quality of Experience 
� Engagement 
� Opportunity 
� Sustainability 
� Collaboration 

 
5.2 Equality Impact Assessment 
 Particular consideration has been given to actions which maximise community 

involvement, generate interaction between specific groups, communities and 
organisations and which assist Dundee to become more inclusive. 

 
 The strategy has also been screened for policy implications in respect of 

Sustainability, Strategic Environmental Assessment and Risk Management and there 
are no specific issues to be highlighted. 

 
6.0 CONSULTATION 
 
6.1 The strategy "Creative Dundee" has been generated through extensive dialogue with 

a wide range of stakeholders. 
 
6.2 Creative Scotland met with 32 key stakeholders on a one-to-one basis to inform their 

study.  A further 20 representatives from key partners attended focus group meetings 
and 54 organisations responded to an E-consultation with 125 organisations in the city. 

 
6.3 The draft strategy has been circulated round the Dundee Cultural Agencies Network 

and the Dundee Partnership (Community Planning) Co-ordinating Group. 
 
6.4 The Chief Executive, Depute Chief Executive (Finance), Depute Chief Executive 

(Support Services) and Assistant Chief Executive (Community Planning) have been 
consulted on this report and are in agreement with its contents. 

 
7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
7.1 Creative Dundee - a Strategic Framework for the City's Cultural Strategy - December 

2008 - Creative Services (Scotland) Limited. 
 
 
STEWART MURDOCH 
DIRECTOR OF LEISURE AND COMMUNITIES 
15 JUNE 2009 
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