
REPORT TO: CITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - 28 MARCH 2011 
 
REPORT ON: DUNDEE DEVELOPMENT PLAN SCHEME 2011 
 
REPORT BY: DIRECTOR OF CITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
REPORT NO: 44-2011 
 
 
1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 The report sets out the revised Development Plan Scheme for the Dundee Local 
Development Plan. 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

a approve the revised Development Plan Scheme as set out in Appendix 1; 

b refer the revised Development Plan Scheme to the Scottish Government for 
information; and 

c remit the Director of City Development to publish and implement the 
Development Plan Scheme. 

3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 The financial implications from this report are contained within the City Development 
Department budget. 

4 BACKGROUND 

4.1 The Planning etc (Scotland) Act 2006 requires each Planning Authority to prepare a 
Development Plan Scheme, and review it annually. 

4.2 The Development Plan Scheme sets out the Authority's programme for preparing 
and reviewing their Local Development Plan and gives a general indication of what is 
involved in each stage, together with dates for key stages in the process. 

4.3 The Development Plan Scheme also includes a "participation statement", stating the 
expected arrangements for consultation on the plan preparation. 

4.4 After adopting the Development Plan Scheme, the Act requires the authority to 
publish it, send 2 copies to Scottish Ministers and place copies in public libraries.  
There is no requirement to consult on the content of the Development Plan Scheme, 
nor receive ministerial approval. 

4.5 Preparatory work has commenced on preparing the Dundee Local Development 
Plan.  The timescales for this were set out in the previous Development Plan Scheme 
which have been approved by Committee in spring each year. 
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5 REVISED DEVELOPMENT PLAN SCHEME 

5.1 Dundee City is one of 4 designated City Region areas under the 2006 Planning etc 
(Scotland) Act.  As such, there are 2 Development Plan Schemes which affect the 
City.  This report relates only to the Development Plan Scheme associated with the 
Local Development Plan.  The Development Plan Scheme associated with the 
Strategic Development Plan is prepared by TAYplan in association with the partner 
authorities of Dundee, Perth & Kinross, Angus and North Fife. 

5.2 The preparation of the Local Development Plan is linked by legislation to the 
timescales for the production of the TAYplan Strategic Development Plan.  As a 
result the preparation of the Local Development Plan should not progress ahead of 
the main stages of the Strategic Development Plan preparation process. 

5.3 There are 2 main stages in the preparation of the Strategic Development Plan which 
affect the timescale for the preparation of the Local Development Plan.  The first of 
these relates to the publication of the Proposed Strategic Development Plan.  The 
advice set out in Circular 1/2009 advises that the Main Issues Report for the Local 
Development Plan should not be published prior to the publication of the proposed 
Strategic Development Plan.  The second requirement relates to the timescale for 
submission of the proposed Local Development Plan to Scottish Ministers.  It is 
advised that this should not be done until the Strategic Development Plan has been 
approved by Scottish Ministers. 

5.4 TAYplan are currently updating the timescale for the preparation of the Strategic 
Development Plan and revising their Development Plan Scheme.  The Development 
Plan Scheme for the Local Development Plan, as contained in the Appendix to this 
report, has to take into account the effect of any such changes.  At present the Local 
Development Plan has not been subject to any delay due to the changes in the 
preparation timescales of the Strategic Development Plan. The key dates for the 
preparation of the Local Development Plan therefore remain as follows: 

a publication of Main Issues Report - August 2011; 

b publication of the proposed Local Development Plan -  August 2012; 

c examinations of proposed Local Development Plan - Summer 2013; and 

d adoption of Local Development Plan - Summer 2014. 

5.5 Following the publication of the previous Development Plan Scheme, The City 
Development Department has been undertaking preparatory work in support of the 
Local Development Plan preparation process.  This has included an assessment and 
review of the strategy and policies of the Dundee Local Plan Review 2005, meetings 
with all of the Key Agencies and a series of departmental workshops identifying 
issues for consideration in the Main Issues Report.  Progress has also been made on 
preparing a consultation/communication strategy for engaging with interested parties, 
including an initial awareness raising exercise. 

5.6 Between August and October 2010, the Department undertook an initial consultation 
exercise to raise awareness of the plan preparation, identify issues for consideration 
in the Main Issues Report and obtain nominations for potential future development 
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sites.  Details of this exercise were reported to the City Development Committee on 
6 December 2010 (Report 659-2010 refers). 

5.7 The next stage is the publication of a Main Issues Report.  This key document is 
important as it facilitates the principal engagement opportunity within the plan 
preparation process.  Its publication later in 2011 offers the general public, private 
industry and other stakeholders the opportunity to make comments on the general 
proposals for development within Dundee prior to decisions being made on the 
content of a proposed Local Development Plan for the City. 

6 CONCLUSIONS 

6.1 The Scottish Government has placed a duty on planning authorities to prepare a 
Development Plan Scheme on an annual basis.  Dundee's first Development Plan 
Scheme was published in March 2009. 

6.2 The Development Plan Scheme prepares the way for the introduction of a Local 
Development Plan and sets out the expected timescales for plan production and 
consultation over the next 12 months. 

6.3 The proposed Development Plan Scheme for the Local Development Plan has been 
prepared, taking into account the revised timescale for the preparation of the 
TAYplan Strategic Development Plan and is contained within Appendix 1 of this 
report. 

7 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 This Report has been screened for any policy implications in respect of 
Sustainability, Strategic Environmental Assessment, Anti-Poverty, Equality Impact 
Assessment and Risk Management.  There are no major issues. 

8 CONSULTATIONS 

8.1 The Chief Executive, Depute Chief Executive (Support Services), Director of Finance 
and Assistant Chief Executive have been consulted and are in agreement with the 
contents of this report. 

9 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

9.1 Development Plan Scheme - March 2010. 

9.2 Report 659-2010 to the City Development Committee on 6 December 2010. 

 
   
 

Mike Galloway   
Director of City Development   
 
MPG/IJ/SP/KM 14 February 2011 
 
Dundee City Council 
Tayside House 
Dundee 
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