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DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
REPORT TO: Policy and Resources Committee - 26 January 2009   
 
REPORT ON: Dundee Core Paths Plan 
 
REPORT BY: Director of Leisure and Communities 
 
REPORT NO: 57-2009 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
  
1.1 This report seeks approval for the adoption of the Dundee Core Paths Plan. 

  
  
2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
  
2.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 
  
2.2 Approves the adoption of the Dundee Core Paths Plan. 
  
2.3 Remits the Director of Leisure & Communities to undertake the necessary statutory 

procedures to formally adopt the plan and to keep it under review. 
  
  
3.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
  
3.1 No additional capital or revenue budgets have been allocated to the Core Paths Plan 

and its development post adoption.  
  
3.2 Maintenance regimes for Core Paths will not change and will continue to be managed 

under existing budgets by the departments and landowners responsible for the ground 
the paths are on.  

  
3.3 Guidance from the Scottish Government states that Core Paths should be signposted. 

Signage for the path network will be funded through existing budgets and external 
funding applications.   

  
3.4 The adopted Core Paths Plan is required to be available in a published format. 

Publishing the plan will cost approximately £1,500 and will be met through Leisure and 
Communities Revenue budgets as outlined in report 71-2006.  

  
  
4.0 MAIN TEXT 
  
4.1 Reference is made to Article III of the Policy and Resources Committee of 13 February 

2006 where the procedures for the Core Paths Planning process were agreed and to 
Article V of the Policy and Resources Committee of 28 April 2008 where approval was 
given to begin the formal consultation process.  

  
4.2 The Dundee Core Paths Plan will provide a network of promoted paths for recreation 

and sustainable transport purposes.  
  
4.3 Formal consultation on the Core Paths Plan and its associated Strategic 

Environmental Assessment took place between 16 May 2008 and 8 August 2008. 
 
As part of the consultation process a notice was placed in the local press, details of the 
plan were circulated round all Community Officers for circulation to local community 
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planning groups and other community groups for comment, a letter was sent to 
relevant interest groups and land managers, and promotional materials and copies of 
the plan were distributed to every library. 
 
The Plan received 4 objections (all later withdrawn) and 8 further responses. In 
general responses were received from those representing communities or access 
related user groups.  

  
4.4 Following recommendation by consultees and subsequent evaluation against the key 

criteria for Core Paths the main changes to the plan are: 
• The Tay Road Bridge Path has been removed from the plan as the Local 

Authority does not have jurisdiction over this area 
• Paths at Western Gateway, Gourdie Industrial Estate, Baxter Park, the City 

Centre area, Caird Park and the Law have been included in the plan and the 
path at Ninewells has been amended 

  
4.5 The statutory procedures for adopting the plan are set out in Section 18(8) of the Land 

Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 (the Act), which states that: 
 On adopting the plan, the local authority shall - �
 (a) give public notice of its adoption�
 (b) compile a list of core paths�
 (c) keep the plan, any maps it refers to and the list available for public 

inspection and for sale at a reasonable price and�
 (d) send a copy of each of those documents to Ministers. 
   
4.6 Once formally adopted under Section 19 of the Act the local authority may do anything 

which they consider appropriate for the purposes of - �
 � (a) maintaining a core path�
 � (b) keeping a core path free from obstruction or encroachment�
 � (c) providing the public with directions to, or with an indication of the extent of, 

a core path.�
  
4.7 The Core Paths Plan will be incorporated into the Local Plan at the next opportunity 

and should be reviewed alongside the Local Plan to take account of new 
developments and potential new routes.  

  
4.8 The Core Paths Plan has been included at Appendix 1 of this report. 
  
  
5.0 POLICY  IMPLICATIONS 
  
5.1 This report has been screened for any policy implications in respect of Sustainability, 

Strategic Environmental Assessment, Anti-Poverty, Equality Impact Assessment and 
Risk Management. 

  
5.2 Strategic Environmental Assessment 

A Strategic Environmental Assessment was undertaken for the Dundee Core Paths 
Plan and an Environmental Report was prepared in accordance with the 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.   
The Environmental Report has been passed to Group Leaders and the Depute Lord 
Provost. 

  
5.3 Sustainability 

The contents of this report supports the following sustainability indicators: 
• Support the Council's emerging Travel Plan particularly in respect of journeys to 

and from work and during office time. 
• Promote opportunities for sustainable transport and encourage citizens to walk, 

cycle or use accessible public transport to reduce private car dependency. 
• Protect, enhance and manage the city's open space and woodlands in a 

sustainable manner to enhance environmental quality, promote leisure and access 
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opportunities and encourage healthy living. 
• Protect the quality and diversity of the city's built heritage  
• Protect and enhance the city's unique biodiversity  
• Provide opportunities for citizens and visitors to enjoy and learn more about 

Dundee's natural heritage resources and the benefits of environmental 
stewardship. 

  
5.4 There are no major issues in relation to Anti-Poverty, Equality Impact Assessment and 

Risk Management. 
  
  
6.0 CONSULTATION 
  
6.1 The Chief Executive, Depute Chief Executive (Support Services), Depute Chief 

Executive (Finance), Head of Finance, Director of Planning & Transportation, Director 
of Dundee Contract Services, Director of Economic Development, and the Director of 
Housing have been consulted on this report and are in agreement with its contents.   

  
  
7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
  
7.1 The following background papers as defined by Section 50D of the Local Government  

(Scotland) Act 1973 were relied on to a material extent in preparing the above report:  
Article III of the Policy and Resources Committee of 13th February 2006  
Article V of the Policy and Resources Committee of 28th April 2008  
 

  
 
STEWART MURDOCH 
DIRECTOR OF LEISURE AND COMMUNITIES 
7 JANUARY 2009 
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Appendix1: The Core Paths Plan 
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