
 
 
 

City Chambers 
DUNDEE 
DD1 3BY 

 
6th February, 2026 

 
 
 
Dear Colleague 
 
 You are requested to attend a MEETING of the CITY GROWTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
COMMITTEE to be held in the Council Chamber, City Chambers, City Square, Dundee and also to be 
held remotely on Monday, 16th February, 2026 to follow the meeting the City Council and Climate, Net 
Zero and Environment Committee called for 5.00pm. 
 

The meeting will also be livestreamed to YouTube. Members of the Press or Public wishing to 
join the meeting as observers should follow this link www.dundeecity.gov.uk/live or alternatively they 
may attend in person. 

 
Should you require any further information please contact Committee Services on telephone 

(01382) 434228 or by email at committee.services@dundeecity.gov.uk 
 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

GREGORY COLGAN 
 

Chief Executive 
 
 
AGENDA OF BUSINESS 
 
1 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
Members are reminded that, in terms of The Councillors Code, it is their responsibility to make decisions 
about whether to declare an interest in any item on this agenda and whether to take part in any 
discussions or voting. 
 
This will include all interests, whether or not entered on your Register of Interests, which would 
reasonably be regarded as so significant that they are likely to prejudice your discussion or decision-
making. 
 
2 DUNDEE STREETS AHEAD DESIGN GUIDE  -  Page 1 
 
(Report No 2-2026 by Executive Director of City Development, copy attached). 
 
3 BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT – UPDATE  -  Page 153 
 
(Report No 37-2026 by Executive Director of City Development, copy attached). 
 
4 UK GOVERNMENT LOCAL GROWTH FUND  -  Page 169 

(Report No 45-2026 by the Executive Director of City Development, copy attached). 
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The Committee may resolve under Section 50(A)(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 
that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the undernoted items of business on 
the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraphs 3, 6 and 9 of Part I of Schedule 7A of the Act. 
 
5 DELIVERY OF FUTURE PRIMARY EDUCATION – WESTERN GATEWAY 
 
6 COMMERCIAL LEASE 

7 SALE OF LAND IN EAST END WARD 



REPORT TO: CITY GROWTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE – 16 FEBRUARY 2026

REPORT ON: DUNDEE STREETS AHEAD DESIGN GUIDE 

REPORT BY: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CITY DEVELOPMENT 

REPORT NO: 2-2026

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 This report seeks approval to adopt a revised road development guide entitled “Dundee Streets 
Ahead – Design Guide” that provides up to date design guidance for street design within the 
city. 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

a approves the draft “Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guide” presented in Appendix 1; 

b delegates the Head of Sustainable Transport & Roads to carry out further consultation on 
the draft guide with key stakeholders and to finalise with changes as appropriate;  

c notes that once finalised, the adopted document will be a material consideration in the 
determination of planning applications.  It will also be considered in the review of the Local 
Development Plan; and 

d authorises the Head of Sustainable Transport & Roads to update the document as 
required in accordance with changes in design standards and best practices. 

3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 The adoption of the revised design guide does not result in any direct financial impact on the 
council. 

4 BACKGROUND 

4.1 The Council’s current roads development guide, Dundee’s Streets Ahead, was published in 
2005.  It set out the city’s requirements for high-quality development and innovative street 
design, serving as a key reference for developers and their design teams seeking Planning 
Approval and Road Construction Consent.   

4.2 Since 2005 design standards have evolved and an update is now necessary to reflect changes 
in national design standards.  The document included in Appendix 1 of this report reflects 
current best practice in street design and placemaking and aligns with the Council’s wider 
ambitions around climate action and sustainable development and ensures consistency with 
national policy such as National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4). 

4.3 The revised document provides clear, up-to-date guidance that aims to: 

a promote high-quality design through early and collaborative engagement in the planning 
and approvals process; 

b establish a framework for street design based on five core principles: safety, equity, 
accessibility, sustainability and climate resilience; 

c support the SCOTS National Roads Development Guide while outlining local variations 
specific to Dundee, such as parking standards and road specifications; and 
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2  Report No 2-2026 

d offers guidance on securing Road Construction Consent and Planning Consent for new 
infrastructure in the city. 

4.4 Some of the key revisions include: 

a streamlined documentation with clear references to current policies and design standards; 

b enhancements to cycling infrastructure in line with national guidance such as Cycling by 
Design;   

c improved pedestrian accessibility, including an increase in minimum footway width from 
1.8m to 2m; and 

d updated technical details and specifications to align with design standards and best 
practice. 

4.5 Key stakeholders, including accessibility groups, developers and their design teams, were 
consulted at various stages throughout the preparation of the document.  The feedback 
received during this process has been used to shape the revisions and inform the draft 
presented in Appendix 1.  Further consultation with these stakeholders will take place before 
the document is finalised and published on the council website. 

5 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 This report has been subject to an Integrated Impact Assessment to identify impacts on Equality 
& Diversity, Fairness & Poverty, Environment and Corporate Risk.  A positive impact on one or 
more of these issues was identified.  An appropriate Senior Manager has checked and agreed 
with this assessment.  A copy of the Integrated Impact Assessment showing the impacts and 
accompanying benefits of/mitigating factors for them is attached to this report. 

6 CONSULTATIONS 

6.1 The Council Leadership Team were consulted in the preparation of this report. 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

7.1 None. 

James Mullen 
Head of Sustainable Transport & Roads 

Author:  Ewan Gourlay 

Robin Presswood 
Executive Director of City Development 

Dundee City Council 
Dundee House 
Dundee 

RP/JM/KM 4 February 2026 
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1 Introduction 
Dundee City Council has a vision of the city as 
“a vibrant and attractive city with an excellent 
quality of life where people choose to live, learn, 
work and visit.” To achieve this, the streets and 
built environment should be functional, resilient 
and adaptable to meet spatial and movement 
demands, whilst also positively creating 
environments within which people, communities 
and businesses can thrive.

This document has been compiled to set the 
requirements for the design and construction 
of all development related transportation 
infrastructure in Dundee. It replaces the previous 
Road Standards document, “Streets Ahead”. It 
has been updated to align to current guidance 
and standards relating to street design and 
placemaking. It also reflects the City Council’s 
ambitions for the Dundee streetscape, with a 
refreshed approach to the opportunities and 
challenges facing the city area, both currently and 
into the future. A new set of Core Principles are 
introduced which provide a framework for street 
design and help to ensure these opportunities and 
challenges are at the forefront of design. The five 
Core Principles are safety, equity, accessibility, 
sustainability and climate resilience. 

1 Introduction Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance3
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Purpose of the Document

The purpose of this document is to provide up-to-
date guidance and: 

	▪ Deliver high-quality design through a 
collaborative approach to the planning and 
approvals process and early discussions 
between all parties;

	▪ Provide a framework for street design which 
focusses on the five Core Principles of safety, 
equity, accessibility, sustainability and climate 
resilience;

	▪ Support the SCOTS National Roads 
Development Guide and explain local variations 
for Dundee, such as parking standards and road 
details; 

	▪ Give an overview of subject areas that the City 
Development department is responsible for 
managing; and

	▪ Provide guidance on how to obtain Road 
Construction Consent and Planning Consent for 
all road infrastructure in Dundee.

Document Structure

The Dundee Street Design Guide provides the 
principles of street design, including the Dundee 
Approach, the importance of engagement and 
collaboration, and the street typologies. It also 
provides design guidance for a series of elements 
which are applied in the design of streets and 
spaces. 

It is supported by a series of Technical Appendices 
which provide additional detail for a number of 
topics:

	▪ Appendix A - Technical Drawings
	▪ Appendix B - Street Hierarchy Technical Table
	▪ Appendix C - Construction Detail
	▪ Appendix D - Procedures
	▪ Appendix E - Parking Standards
	▪ Appendix F - Transport Assessment

1 Introduction Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance4
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2 The Dundee 
Street Design 
Approach

A Vision for Dundee

In 2019, Dundee declared a Climate Emergency, 
recognising the serious and accelerating 
environmental, social and economic challenges 
faced by climate change. One of the four themes 
of the Climate Action Plan is Transport, with 
measures to “encourage active travel through 
walking, cycling and public transport and deploy 
sustainable alternatives to decarbonise transport”. 
We have made a commitment to deliver a 
transport network which prioritises sustainable 
and active modes of travel, with the aim to 
make the city's streets safer and more usable 
for Dundee's residents and visitors. We will also 
support the decarbonisation of transport systems 
and reduce the need for travel through the Core 
Principles outlined below.

The purpose of this guidance document is to help 
support these ambitions. 

The Dundee Local Development Plan 
outlines a vision for Sustainable and 
Accessible Transport, whereby "Dundee 
will be better connected to its region, 
the rest of Scotland and beyond. 
It will be a City that encourages 
sustainable movements through careful 
consideration of land use, planning 
and the promotion of active and 
sustainable travel". It is also the vision 
of the City Plan 2022-2032 that “Dundee 
will be a greener city, made up of 
strong communities where people feel 
empowered, safe and proud to live”

2 The Dundee Street Design Approach Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance5
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Our Street Design Approach

The design of our street network has a significant impact on 
how a place looks and feels. It can determine how vibrant 
and successful a place might be, how communities interact 
and socialise, and how resilient our neighbourhoods are 
to a changing climate. Our streets have a significant, and 
often overlooked, role in establishing a sense of place and 
reinforcing local character, as well as providing connections 
to family, friends, communities, businesses, nature and 
where we live. They have a huge influence on our lifestyle 
and behaviours and also have a wider role in helping 
address social inequalities, accessibility, sustainability and 
the climate resiliency of our environments. 

In Dundee, we aim to make active travel the most 
convenient method of travel around the city for users 
of all abilities through direct, safe and attractive routes, 
whilst also recognising the wider role of streets. Good 
street design can help to reduce the dependency on cars 
by supporting sustainable alternatives and encourage 
developments which prioritise walking, wheeling, cycling 
and public transport for everyday travel. 

Whilst it is appreciated that there are people who rely 
on the use of their car, there is a need to provide suitably 
designed infrastructure which prioritises active and 
sustainable modes, rebalancing street space to reduce 
the dominance of motor vehicles. By reallocating space, 
this creates healthier and more active communities and 
helps to reduce the need for car ownership, leading to a 
reduction in emissions and congestion.

2 The Dundee Street Design Approach Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance6
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Core Principles

At the heart of the Dundee Street Design 
approach are five Core Principles, which form 
the foundation of the guidance provided in this 
document. The Core Principles should be applied 
through all stages of a project lifecycle, from 
inception right through to design and delivery.

Safety 

Good street design plays a critical role 
in ensuring safety for all users. The integration 
of high-quality and well-designed active travel 
infrastructure and sustainable transport 
networks are essential for reducing potential 
conflict between users, reducing the likelihood 
of incidents, and promoting safer movement 
throughout the city with a greater sense of 
security. Physical design measures such as clear 
pedestrian corridors, effective separation of user 

zones, and well-designed crossings also help to 
directly contribute to user confidence, safety and 
movement. The Tayside and Central Scotland 
Regional Transport Strategy emphasises the need 
to reduce car dependency and improve public 
transport and active travel options to enhance 
road safety and reduce emissions. This document 
will help to establish the design standards to 
which development must adhere to ensure that 
user-safety is prioritised on all streets in Dundee. 
As a core principle, safety will be a priority of this 
document and the guidance which it provides. 

2 The Dundee Street Design Approach Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance7
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Equity

The City Plan 2022-2032 and Walking 
and Cycling: the benefits for Dundee, both 
outline the inequalities Dundee faces in terms 
of income, education, health and child poverty. 
Journey patterns and daily mobility needs can be 
shaped by gender, and marginalised groups are 
often disproportionately affected by barriers and 
challenges to movement. Inequity in transport can 
make journeys frustrating, uncomfortable, unsafe 
or inaccessible. However, many marginalised 
groups are also often those with lower levels of 
car ownership.

Equitable street design can help to reduce social 
and health inequalities by removing some of the 
barriers to transportation and ensuring movement 
is available to all regardless of age, ethnicity, 
gender, income or car ownership. It can support 
access to economic prospects and unlocking high-
quality networks which integrate active travel with 
reliable and convenient public transport services. 
Increasing the number of people choosing to 
travel around the city by walking, cycling and 
wheeling is an important factor in improving the 
city's wellbeing by supporting healthy lifestyles, 
and the positive mental health impacts which 
are associated with it. Street design can also help 
to encourage community cohesion and social 
connectivity. We seek to deliver a street network 
which is equitable and fair for the people of 
Dundee.

2 The Dundee Street Design Approach Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance8
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Accessibility

Under the Equality Act 2010, public 
authorities have a Public Sector Equality Duty 
(PSED). In carrying out their functions, including 
street design, they therefore have a statutory 
duty to eliminate unlawful discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation, to advance equality 
of opportunity between people who share a 
protected characteristic and those who don’t, 
and to foster good relations between people with 
different protected characteristics. 

Protected characteristics are age, disability, 
gender reassignment, marriage and civil 
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, 
religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation. Good 
street design considers the needs of all users 
while also paying specific attention to those with 
protected characteristics. 

Designing streets with accessibility in mind 
requires a broad understanding of the needs and 
perspectives of all users, including those with 
protected characteristics. It means removing 
barriers and designing for all forms of human 
diversity. It also means designing streets which 
are well connected. Key to achieving accessible 
streets is engagement with a broad range of users 
to understand the experience of moving through 
street spaces. We are committed to inclusive 
design and delivering a street network with the 
highest accessibility standards in place.

2 The Dundee Street Design Approach Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance9
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Sustainability

Our streets should be sustainable 
in the broadest sense, not only referring to 
design principles and approach, but also the 
use of construction materials, drainage regimes 
and ongoing maintenance requirements. For 
example, it is Council policy to encourage 
conservation and facilitate the use of reclaimed 
and marginal materials wherever possible, to 
obtain environmental benefits and to reduce the 
pressure on natural reserves. 

Whilst sustainable transport objectives are more 
fully expressed regionally in the Tactran Regional 
Transport Strategy, and locally within the Local 

Development Plan and Sustainable Transport 
Delivery Plan 2024-2034, it is the guidance set out 
in this document which will control the delivery of 
these sustainability objectives. We are committed 
to the principles of sustainable development and 
working towards a sustainable future; our City 
Plan for Dundee 2022-2032 aligns with the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDG).

All development must therefore follow the 
principles of the sustainable transport hierarchy 
as presented in the National Transport Strategy, 
which encourages walking, wheeling and cycling 
over motor transport. This prioritisation must be 
established at the project outset and considered 
through the project lifecycle.

Walking and wheeling

Cycling

Public transport

Taxis and shared transport

Private car

2 The Dundee Street Design Approach Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance10
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Climate Resilience

Our streets offer a huge opportunity 
to embed climate resilience into the built 
environment by designing, building and 
maintaining spaces which can adapt and 
withstand the impacts of our changing climate. 
The adoption of blue-green infrastructure can 
provide shade and shelter, support biodiversity, 
mitigate the impacts of flooding and capture 
air pollutants. Construction techniques can be 
adopted to withstand the impacts of climate 
change and create a more resilient environment 
for our transportation systems to function. 

We recognise the role of blue-green infrastructure 
on streets and, in partnership with Scottish Water 
under the “Water Resilient Dundee” (WRD) 
framework, aim to jointly plan and sustainably 
manage water in the city and respond to the 
impacts of climate change, providing resilience 
to future flood risk. Increasing integration of 
this blue-green infrastructure with the street 
network is one way to help ensure resilience in 
the city. We will seek to embed climate-conscious 
design across Dundee, helping to ensure our 
communities remain liveable and robust under 
the threat of a rapidly changing climate.

2 The Dundee Street Design Approach Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance11
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Planning Policy

This guidance document builds on and 
complements existing transport policies and 
strategies at the national, regional and local levels.

Scottish Government Policy

A common theme of current national policy is 
delivering high quality, sustainable places which 
meet the health and wellbeing needs of the 
people who use them. Key policy documents and 
programmes include the Local Development Plan, 
the recently updated National Transport Strategy 
and Cleaner Air for Scotland document, and the 
National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4). 

NPF4 promotes a design-led approach that 
prioritises people over vehicles, encouraging 
active travel, inclusive access, and integration 
with green infrastructure. It sets expectations 
for developments to support climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, enhance connectivity, 
and foster vibrant, adaptable communities. In 
terms of street design, it guides planners and 
developers to create environments that are safe, 
welcoming, and resilient, emphasising features 
such as active frontages, natural surveillance, 
coherent layouts, and infrastructure that supports 
pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users.

Street design should meet the six qualities of 
successful places, as detailed in Designing Places: 
a planning policy document for Scotland that sets 
out government aspirations for design and the 
role of the planning system in delivering these. 
Development is likely to be supported where it 
is designed to be high-quality; distinctive; safe 
and pleasant; welcoming; adaptable; resource 
efficient; and easy to move around and beyond.

The Society of Chief Officers for Transportation in 
Scotland’s (SCOTS) National Roads Development 
Guide supports Designing Streets and 
provides technical guidance and infrastructure 
requirements including Local Authority variations, 
such as parking standards and road specifications.

Development Plan

The National Planning Framework 4 and the 
Dundee Local Development Plan make up 
the development plan for Dundee. This guide 
interprets and applies policies set out in NPF4 and 
the Dundee Local Development Plan 2019 and 
provides more specific advice. The Council’s wider 
development objectives are clearly set out in the 
Dundee Local Development Plan 2019 and its 
supporting documents. 

National 

	▪ Planning (Scotland) Act 2019
	▪ National Transport Strategy and Cleaner Air 

for Scotland
	▪ National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4)
	▪ SCOTS National Roads Development Guide
	▪ Designing Streets

Local 

	▪ Dundee Local Development Plan
	▪ Tayside and Central Scotland Regional 

Transport Strategy
	▪ Dundee Sustainable Transport Delivery Plan 

2024-2034

2 The Dundee Street Design Approach Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance12

1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2

16



The Dundee Context

Dundee’s Sustainable Transport Delivery Plan 
2024–2034 establishes a strategic framework 
for creating a more accessible, low-carbon, and 
inclusive transport system. It aligns with both 
national and regional policies and provides a 
comprehensive overview of the current transport 
and mobility context within the city.

The plan aligns with national and regional 
strategies and responds to Dundee’s unique 
spatial and social context. As a compact city 
with a high proportion of short trips (over 
50% under 2km), Dundee is well-positioned 
to shift towards sustainable and active travel. 
The strategy supports this transition through 
targeted investment, infrastructure upgrades, and 
behavioural change initiatives.

Walking and Wheeling

Enhancing safety, accessibility, and 
comfort for pedestrians and wheelchair users 
is a top priority.

Dundee’s compact urban form supports 
walkability, and we are actively improving 
pedestrian infrastructure. This includes the 
rollout of 20mph zones, School Streets, and 
safer crossings. The city’s topography presents 
some challenges, but these are being addressed 
through inclusive design and route planning. 
The Dundee Green Network also plays a vital 
role, offering attractive, green corridors that 
encourage walking and wheeling for both 
everyday journeys and leisure.

Cycling 

A growing network of high-quality 
cycling infrastructure is making active travel 
more viable and appealing.

The city is expanding its cycling infrastructure 
through the Green Circular and the proposed 
Active Freeways - segregated, high-quality 
routes connecting key destinations like schools, 
workplaces, and district centres. Investment 
in secure cycle parking, including on-street 
hangars and facilities in multi-storey flats, 
supports this growth. These efforts aim to 
normalise cycling as a safe, convenient, and 
everyday mode of transport.

Public Transport

Improving reliability, integration, and 
user experience is central to public transport 
reform.

Dundee has a dense bus network, with most 
homes within 400 metres of a frequent service. 
However, post-pandemic ridership decline and 
congestion-related delays remain challenging. 
The city is addressing these through bus priority 
corridors and the development of mobility 
hubs - interchanges that integrate buses, bikes, 
car clubs, and taxis. These hubs are designed 
to make public transport more seamless and 
attractive.

2 The Dundee Street Design Approach Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance13
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Mobility as a Service (MaaS)

Digital platforms will simplify multimodal 
travel and reduce reliance on private cars.

Dundee is advancing MaaS solutions that allow 
users to plan, book, and pay for journeys across 
multiple transport modes via a single app. 
This includes integration with digital ticketing 
systems and real-time information. MaaS 
supports a more flexible, user-centred transport 
system and encourages modal shift by making 
sustainable options more convenient.

Electric Vehicles (EVs)

Dundee is a UK leader in EV 
infrastructure and innovation.

The city boasts one of the highest densities of 
public EV chargers in the UK and operates a 
large fleet of electric council vehicles. Future 
plans include expanding on-street charging 
and community-based charging, supported by 
public-private investment. Dundee’s leadership 
in this area supports national decarbonisation 
goals and positions the city as a model for 
others.

Green Infrastructure and Street Design

Green corridors are central to a 
sustainable, climate-resilient street network.

The Dundee Green Network - comprising 
59 parks, nature reserves, woodlands, and 
watercourses - enhances quality of life and 
supports active travel. There is ambition to 
ensure that high quality, multi-functional green 
infrastructure is delivered in new development 
which is well connected into the existing 
network to be enjoyed, cared for and valued. 
Much of the Green Network is interconnected 
by walking and cycling routes, creating a 
widespread opportunity to embed green 
infrastructure as part of the Dundee movement 
network. 
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3 Working 
Together

Consultation and Co-operation

Street design should be based on balanced 
decision-making and must adopt a 
multidisciplinary collaborative approach. It 
should involve a wide range of contributors and 
a collaborative process of partnership and co-
operation between all relevant parties from the 
outset. 

Dundee City Council recognises that a creative 
and collaborative approach is required to achieve 
design-led streets which is underpinned by 
the Core Principles: safety, equity, accessibility, 
sustainability and climate resilience. 

We welcome an open and collaborative 
approach with developers and their advisors. 
We are committed to working in partnership to 
deliver high-quality transport infrastructure and 
recognises that successful street design depends 
on considering all elements together, from the 
outset and throughout the design process.

Developer Engagement

Dundee City Council encourages early engagement 
on design issues through the pre-application advice 
service. Getting advice prior to formal submission 
of a planning application allows for a better 
understanding of how our planning policies will be 
applied to development before too much time and 
money is spent on a project and helps to identify 
potential problems early and find solutions.

Successful outcomes to working in partnership 
requires co-operation to achieve common 
objectives. In bringing forward your proposals for 
discussion, we ask that:

	▪ you try to understand the wider objectives of 
Dundee City Council and develop your plans to 
assist with their delivery.

	▪ information is supplied in the requested formats 
in order that we can process your enquiry with 
maximum speed and efficiency.

The City Development Department are happy 
to share experience with others as new 
infrastructure is developed in Dundee. Equally, 
the opportunity to learn from the experience of 
others elsewhere in delivering transportation 
infrastructure initiatives can be a useful tool.

This design guide seeks to allow a degree of 
flexibility for creating unique and bespoke 
places, and design innovations are supported so 
long as they embody the five Core Principles.
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Involving the Public

Communities play a vital role in street design: 
residents, businesses and other stakeholders 
have a unique insight into the barriers and 
opportunities for transport infrastructure. 
Involving and working with the community 
ensures that diverse needs, preferences, and 
aspirations of residents are considered, and 
creates a platform for collaborative decision-
making. Consultation and engagement with 
communities, user groups and other interest 
groups should be undertaken from the earliest 
stages of design and delivery.

Third parties undertaking engagement with 
communities and stakeholders should, where 
appropriate, allocate sufficient time and resources 
to deliver engagement programmes alongside 
delivery programmes. Engagement programmes 
should be planned and proportionate to the scale 
of the project being undertaken. Structured and 
well-resourced engagement programmes will 
frequently lead to positive benefits for the parties 
undertaking the scheme by allowing potential 
projects risks to be identified and mitigated. Good 
engagement can also enhance the social value 
of schemes by providing wider benefits for the 
community by improving local empowerment and 
ownership of the scheme in the community and 
allowing for more tailored design outcomes that 
match community aspirations.

Double Diamond approach to Engagement

The Double Diamond Approach (The Design 
Council) outlines a staged approach to 
engagement process. This can be used a simple 
outline for planning engagement. 

The following is an adapted version of how the 
Double Diamond Approach has been used in 
Dundee on the Stobswell Pocket Place project. 

Discover

The first diamond is 
used to help discover 
both the problems and 
opportunities that the 
project should address. 
It involves spending 
time with people and 
speaking about the 
issues that affect them 

Define

The second diamond 
takes the information 
gathered from the 
first phase to define 
specific responses 
and is commonly used 
to develop agreed 
design objectives to 
structure and refine 
the engagement and 
design process. 

Develop

The third diamond 
encourages people to 
respond to the clearly 
defined problems, 
and design outputs, 
seeking inspiration 
from elsewhere and 
co-designing with 
a range of different 
people.

Deliver

This phase may involve 
testing out different 
solutions at small-
scale, rejecting those 
that will not work and 
improving the ones 
that will. 
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Other Resources

Authorities or other agencies, and their designers 
and practitioners should carry out appropriately 
diverse engagement when considering, 
developing and introducing schemes. There are 
many existing resources and guidelines available 
which can support community engagement for 
street design. These provide access to methods 
and tools for engagement. It is encouraged that 
these documents and methods are referred to as 
part of any street-design process.

See further information:

	▪ Engagement Overlay to the RIBA Plan of 
Work. RIBA

	▪ Double Diamond Approach. Design Council
	▪ National Standards for Community 

Engagement
	▪ Transport Scotland- Best Practice Guidance 

on Community Engagement
	▪ Sustrans Places for Everyone- Community 

Engagement Guide 2022
	▪ Guidance on Inclusive Design for Town 

Centres and Busy Streets
	▪ Understanding accessibility requirements for 

public sector bodies

Some of the key considerations for engaging with 
the public are summarised below.

Inclusive Engagement

Integral to engagement is ensuring everyone can 
participate and be heard, and organisers must 
make a conscious effort to design processes 
that are open, accessible, and welcoming to all, 
including children and young adults. This includes 
choosing fully accessible venues and/or going 
to meet the stakeholders directly e.g. visit the 
local Primary School, creating safe and respectful 
spaces, and actively promoting diversity so that 
no single group dominates the conversation. 
Mapping out who has a stake - whether residents, 
demographic groups like older or disabled people, 
or local organisations - helps ensure a broad and 
representative range of voices are included.

However, inclusion also requires proactive 
outreach, especially to those who are often 
underrepresented or disproportionately affected. 
Tailored engagement approaches with people with 
protected characteristics or representative groups 
for people with protected characteristics should 
be actively considered on all projects envisaging 
major changes to physical street layouts and 
public transport provision.

People aren’t hard to reach, but they are often 
seldom heard.

Inclusion should ultimately promote equality and 
representation, and tools like Equality Impact 
Assessments (EqIAs) can help designers to evaluate 
scheme designs against gathered feedback and 
improve the inclusivity of further engagement 
processes. By embedding these practices, 
engagement becomes not only more equitable but 
also more effective in shaping transport solutions 
that work for everyone in Dundee.

Accessibility

It is also important to ensure that venues 
and material (both printed and digital) are 
accessible for all users, including those with 
mobility impairments, visual impairments, 
cognitive impairments, non-visible impairments, 
or learning disabilities, deafness or impaired 
hearing. Wheelchair accessible venues must 
always be provided, along with opportunities for 
online participation to enable engagement from 
members of the public who may find it difficult to 
attend in-person meetings.

See further information

	▪ Inclusive Mobility: A Guide to Best Practice 
on Access to Pedestrian and Transport 
Infrastructure

	▪ Understanding accessibility requirements for 
public sector bodies
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Inclusive and Future-Focused Design

To support the creation of streets that are resilient, equitable, and 
responsive to the needs of all users, the following principles should be 
embedded in the design and engagement process:

Climate Adaptation and Resilience

Climate resilience should be explicitly addressed during 
engagement. Communities can provide valuable insights into local climate-
related challenges, such as flood-prone areas or heat-vulnerable spaces. 
Including climate adaptation as a theme in community discussions helps 
prioritise sustainable and resilient design solutions.

Intergenerational Engagement

Children, young people, and older adults often have different 
needs and perspectives on street use. Engaging with schools, youth groups, 
and older people’s forums ensures that designs reflect the needs of all age 
groups and promote intergenerational equity.

Co-Design and Participatory Design

Involving communities in co-design, not just consultation, can 
lead to more meaningful and locally tailored outcomes. Participatory design 
workshops, particularly in residential or community-sensitive areas, help 
ensure that the voices of local residents are embedded in the design from 
the outset.

Digital Engagement Tools

Digital platforms such as interactive maps, online surveys, and 
virtual town halls can broaden participation, especially for those unable to 
attend in-person events.  These tools complement traditional engagement 
methods (face to face, workshops, co-design and focus groups) and improve 
accessibility, allowing a wider cross-section of the community to contribute 
to the design process.
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Winning Hearts and Minds

It is our belief that through engagement and 
consultation, most needs can be met. It is rarely 
possible to satisfy everyone’s concerns, but the 
aim must be to try to win the hearts and minds of 
the majority.

The over-riding objective is to make Dundee 
a better place for everyone; for those who 
work here, shop here, play here and live here. 
It is essential that all those involved in the 
development process in Dundee are encouraged 
to adopt this ethos and endeavour to ensure 
that this approach is adopted in all cases. After 
all, Working Together will achieve the desired 
objective…a better Dundee.

Case Study: Stobswell Pocket Place

Stobswell Pocket Place has helped to transform 
Craigie Street and key surrounding areas in 
Dundee into a series of socially valuable assets 
for the community. Stobswell Forum, Dundee 
City Council and Sustrans worked extensively 
with the community and stakeholders over two 
years to develop a series of concept designs for 
the Stobswell area primarily focussed on Craigie 
Street but also extended to Langlands Street, Park 
Avenue, Arthurstone Terrace and Balmore Street. 

Initial engagement sessions were held online 
with the community due to COVID restrictions. 
These sessions were used to identify issues and 

opportunities for improvement. A project website 
was also set up to support the project. This 
allowed the partners to gather more feedback 
on issues in the area and was used alongside 
the engagement process to showcase the design 
development process. 

Subsequent engagement sessions were held 
on site and were used to develop the design 
objectives for the projects and showcase and 
refine the potential design solutions. Local artists 
were also commissioned to develop supporting 
proposals to enhance the character of the scheme 
design by drawing on local heritage. 

The scheme, including artworks, was delivered in 
2023 by Dundee City Council with funding support 
from Sustrans and additional design expertise on 
sustainable urban drainage systems provided by 
Scottish Water. Following installation, a final event 
was held with the community to celebrate the 
schemes completion. 

The completed scheme showcases the potential to 
respond to local issues and develop valuable new 
urban spaces that enhance social value, improve 
active travel and bring biodiverse, climate resilient 
spaces into our cities. Qualitative monitoring 
undertaken pre and post scheme delivery has 
highlighted positive benefits in the sense of 
improved community cohesion and a sense of 
local empowerment arising as a result of the 
engagement process. 

 

This scheme received national recognition for 
the quality of the engagement process and 
public space by winning both the Scotland Loves 
Local Awards 2023 (Streets and Spaces category) 
and Scottish Planning Innovation Awards 2023-
2024 (under the People category).

3 Working Together Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance19

1 2 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
3

23



4 How to use this 
document
The purpose of this document is to set out a 
framework for street design and consolidate key 
design principles from existing guidance and 
standards documents, distilling best-practice 
guidance which is relevant to the Dundee context. 
It captures any local variations and nuances from 
these wider documents, ensuring the approach 
reflects the opportunities and challenges facing 
Dundee. 

This design guidance document makes reference 
to various national and local guidance, and it 
should be read in conjunction with these. It is 
intended to provide a holistic overview of the 
elements of successful street-design, whilst acting 
as a companion to these wider standards and best 
practice documents. 

A list of relevant general publications is 
summarised below. Additional technical 
documents are signposted throughout the 
guidance, highlighting where these should be 
referred to for further information and technical 
detail.

Designing Streets

Dundee Local Development Plan

National Planning Framework 4

Sustainable Transport Delivery Plan 2024-2034 Cycling by Design

National Roads Development Guide

City Plan for Dundee 2022-2032

National Standards for Community Engagement
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Who should use this document?

Dundee City Council is responsible for ensuring 
that new streets meet certain design standards, 
along with aspirations for the city and its citizens. 
This guidance therefore establishes Dundee City 
Council’s benchmarks for the design of streets and 
places in Dundee.

This guide should be used in projects relating to 
analysis, engagement, detailed planning, design, 
construction, operation and maintenance of 
Dundee’s streets. It will be considered during the 
issuing of formal approvals. 

It is intended to be used by everyone involved 
in the design and determination of streets in 
Dundee. This includes (but is not limited to) 
Dundee City Council, developers and land holders, 
design and planning consultants, engineers, 
community groups and stakeholders, and all 
people involved in street design.

It is expected that this document will 
predominantly be used for the delivery of new 
streets, yet it is also applicable to the retrofit of 
existing streets and places. 

Applying this document

Dundee City Council have a statutory obligation to 
ensure that all implemented designs are safe and 
maintainable. In some cases, it may be necessary 
to be prescriptive. However, the strict application 
of the standards contained in this document 
may not always be entirely appropriate, and the 
Council reserves the right to vary requirements 
to cater for differing circumstances. For design 
aspects not fully covered by this document, 
reference should be made to the appropriate 
national guidance and standard documents.

Dundee City Council serves as the local Roads 
Authority for the city while the department of 
City Development oversees broader development 
functions. In the interests of pedestrian and 
traffic safety, the design standards outlined in 
this document should apply to all new transport 
infrastructure constructed in Dundee.

Where a third party wishes to construct a new 
item of infrastructure, the procedures described 
in this document must be followed. In particular, 
before commencing construction work, the City 
Development Department must be notified of 
this intention and have the opportunity to discuss 
the proposal, inclusing potential departures from 
standard. Failure to give notice will be taken to 
indicate that the new infrastructure is to remain 
unadopted.

This document does not relieve the developer/
designer of any duty of care. It will remain 
the responsibility of the designer to ensure 
appropriate regulations and standard professional 
and legislative practices are followed. Dundee City  
Council will not accept such responsibility on the 
developer’s behalf. 

The Development Process

Although the development process can be simplified 
into the following stages, each of these are explained 
in more detail in Appendix D - Procedures.

Concept Stage 
may involve discussions with the City Development 

Department prior to formal submissions

Planning Consent 
may involve both outline and detailed stages

Roads Construction Consent

Road Safety Audit procedures

Implementation

Maintenance and Adoption
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5 Dundee Street 
Types 

The Function of the Street

Streets are more than just corridors for movement 
- they are vital public spaces that shape the 
character, accessibility, climate resilience and 
sustainability of our communities. Every street 
has a dual function in supporting both place and 
movement.

	▪ Place refers to the street’s role as a destination 
and social space - supporting local communities, 
fostering social interaction, and contributing to 
a positive sense of place.	

	▪ Movement refers to the street’s function in 
facilitating the flow of people, goods, and 
services - whether by walking, cycling, public 
transport, or private vehicles.

Defining a clear street hierarchy and establishing 
different street types can help to ensure that a 
street is designed with an appropriate balance 
between its place and movement functions. Street 
design must consider place before movement. 

Designing appropriately for place and movement 
functions is explained in the National Roads 
Development Guide – 1.6 (Road Network and 
Context). 

This chapter sets out the street types which 
form the Dundee Street Hierarchy, and the 
different forms and functions of these streets.
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The Dundee Street Hierarchy

The Dundee Street Hierarchy includes five distinct 
hierarchical classifications. This hierarchy helps 
to provide an understandable transition from 
the higher-speed, higher vehicle capacity routes 
(Category 1 and Category 2), to residential streets 
with lower vehicle volumes and speeds(Category 
3, Category 4 and Category 5). Typically, the 
place function is likely to be greater in the lower 
Category streets, however the movement and 
place functions will vary across all street types. 
Two other street types are identified which fall 
outside of the category: Driveways & Private 
Accesses, and Streets in Industrial Areas.

Developers should refer to the Street 
Hierarchy Technical Table (Appendix B) for the 
recommended design attributes of each Street 
Type. Every opportunity should be taken to 
ensure that all streets are designed to be as Safe, 
Sustainable, Equitable, Climate Resilient and 
Accessible as possible. New developments should 
adopt the hierarchy to help ensure a clear and 
legible network is provided for all modes.

There is often competition for space between 
walking, wheeling, cycling, public transport and 
motor traffic modes on an individual street or 
link. Reallocation of space in favour of sustainable 
modes will help to resolve these issues at the 
street level, but this may also be supported 
by taking a strategic network approach to the 
planning of each mode’s network

While the street types and configurations 
recommended here (with the exception of 
Driveways & Private Accesses) will be adopted 
by the council for the purposes of maintenance, 
other solutions which achieve the same purposes 
will be considered on their merits, should they be 
in accordance with the Core Principles. The City 
Development Department, Sustainable Transport 
and Roads Division should be consulted on issues 
affecting all levels within the hierarchy.

Category Description
5 Access Streets
5 General Streets
4 Local Distributor- Type 2
4 Local Distributor- Type 1
3 District Distributor
2 Principal Roads
1 Trunk Roads

Other Driveways and Private Accesses
Other Streets in Industrial Areas

Streets and Roads

As per “Designing Streets”, a clear distinction 
can be drawn in functional terms between 
roads and streets as follows: 

Streets have important public realm functions 
beyond those related to motor traffic. (e.g 
Category 3, Category 4 and Category 5).

Roads are thoroughfares whose main function is 
to facilitate the movement of motor traffic. (e.g 
Category 1 and Category 2).

Speed Limits

Dundee City Council supports 20mph speed limits 
within new residential developments and through 
the planning process requires new residential 
road networks to be designed to limit motor 
traffic speeds. Therefore, streets which fall under 
Category 5 and Category 4 must be designed for 
a 20mph speed limit. To facilitate longer distance 
travel within cities and movement of goods/
freight, it is recognised that higher speed limits on 
higher order roads may be required on Category 
3, Category 2 and Category 1 routes. The Street 
Hierarchy Technical Table (Appendix B) should be 
referred to for appropriate speed limits.
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Street Types

Each street type is summarised on the following 
pages, with additional technical detail provided in 
the Street Hierarchy Technical Table (Appendix B). 

Category 5 Streets

Category 5 streets should be people-focussed 
environments for communities to spend time in, 
with low traffic volumes and low traffic speeds, 
achieved through the adoption of a variety of 
traffic calming measures. These streets have a 
high place function and serve as a backdrop for 
community activity and should encourage social 
interaction. These streets are unlikely to be bus 
routes. Waste access and servicing is typically on-
street, coordinated with dwellings and must avoid 
obstructing pedestrian or social spaces. Swept 
path analysis with an appropriate design speed 
is required for all street developments to ensure 
safe and functional vehicle movement. 

Category 5 Access Street 

Access Streets can be conventional or partly 
shared use in nature. Priority should be given 
to walking, wheeling and cycling. Access streets 
should preferably be designed as loop roads to 
enhance local connectivity, while ensuring that 
they do not encourage significant through traffic. 
A surface change is encouraged to indicate a 
transition onto this Street type for users. Although 
layouts with more than one access / egress 
point are preferred, cul-de-sac layouts may be 
considered a form of Access Street and should 
refer to the same design principles.

Where shared or level surface streets are 
proposed, alternative means for visually 
impaired people to navigate must be provided. 
It is encouraged that these are designed in 
collaboration with representatives from disability 
groups and / or access panels. An audit of 
such areas which indicates clear regard and 
consideration to disabled users and equalities 
legislation during design is required to support 
such street proposals.
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The design principles identified in the National 
Roads Development Guide 2.2.6 (e) Shared 
Surfaces must be referred to when considering 
such schemes. 

Access Streets should allow for direct servicing, 
waste collection and winter maintenance at 
dwelling frontages. Given low traffic speeds, 
refuse vehicles must have forward entry 
and exit without requiring lengthy reversing. 
Layouts should ensure turning heads or looped 
configurations, with more than one access / 
egress point, to support efficient collection 
operations. 

Access Streets can give direct access to dwellings 
and typically serve a smaller number of homes. 
Because speeds and traffic volumes are low, joint 
use of shared areas by vehicles and pedestrians 
is to be encouraged in developments of up to 20 
dwellings.

Access Streets should allow for direct servicing 
and waste collection at dwelling frontages. Given 
low traffic speeds, refuse vehicles must have 
forward entry and exit without requiring lengthy 
reversing. Layouts should ensure turning heads 
or looped configurations to support efficient 
collection operations.

Tight junction radii to 
support low vehicle 

speeds

Local widening of 
carriageway to 5.5m 

to enable passing

10mph design speed

3m single track 
carriageway

Typically shared 
surface/partially 

shared surface street.

Low traffic volumes 
and speeds 

support mixed use 
carriageways, shared 

by pedestrians, 
vehicles and cyclists 
(mixed traffic street)

Direct access to 
properties for vehicles

Opportunities for 
greening

Opportunities 
for placemaking 

encouraged
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Category 5 General Streets 

General Streets can help to connect Access Streets 
to Category 4 routes. General Streets should be 
designed to have a tight geometry to encourage 
low-vehicle speeds and should feel comfortable 
for cycle users to share the carriageway space 
with vehicles. Street furniture which supports the 
pedestrian experience, including benches, and 
opportunities for placemaking are desirable and 
encouraged along General Streets.

These typically serve smaller sized residential 
developments and can provide direct access to 
individual dwellings given the low vehicle speeds 
(subject to appropriate design measures being 
implemented to allow bus travel and bus stop 
provision).

Verges are desirable 
where appropriate 
(minimum 1.0m)

Compact street 
geometry with narrow 

carriageways, tight 
bends, and build-

outs to promote low 
vehicle speeds

20mph speed limit

Mixed traffic street

2.0m minimum 
footway width 

on both sides of 
carriageway

Regular street trees 
and low level planting 

are desirable and could 
be accommodated in 

build outs

Minimum carriageway 
width of 5.5m

Occassional on-street 
parking is permitted Opportunities for 

greening

Opportunities 
for placemaking 

encouraged
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Category 4 Streets

Category 4 streets are the main streets which 
provide structure for new developments and 
act as neighbourhood spine roads. They provide 
the primary vehicular access to the area, and 
link with Category 5 street types to form the 
backbone of a permeable network of streets for 
pedestrians and cycle users. Category 4 streets 
perform more of a movement function than the 
Category 5 streets, yet the place function is still 
high. Any alterations to road geometry will require 
a swept path analysis assessment to be conducted 
for the largest vehicle expected to ensure safe 
manoeuvring. 

There are two types of Category 4 routes; Type 2 
Local Distributors are likely to be looped within 
neighbourhoods with minimal through traffic, 
therefore are slightly more pedestrian dominated 
environments than Type 1 Local Distributors 
(where through traffic may be more likely), 
however, both should feel people focussed. These 
streets could be bus routes.
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Category 4 Local Distributors (Type 2). 

Local Distributors (Type 2) help to distribute 
traffic within housing, industrial or business areas, 
and tend to operate on a looped layout with a 
minimal level of through traffic. The lower traffic 
volumes mean direct access can still be provided 
to dwellings. Bus routing may occur along these 
streets, and segregation may be required for 
cycle users depending on vehicle speeds and 
volumes. Servicing and waste collection should be 
facilitated along dwelling frontages, using laybys 
or designated areas to avoid disruption to general 
flow. 

These streets typically serve medium sized 
residential developments and are likely to carry 
a low number of commercial vehicles per day in 
each direction.

Cycling may be 
accommodated on a 
mixed traffic street, 
depending on traffic 
volume and speed. 
Refer to Cycling by 
Design Figure 3.2.

2.0m minimum 
footway width 
on both sides 

of carriageway, 
increasing to 2.6m or 

more in areas with 
higher pedestrian 

activity

20mph speed limit 2m minimum verge 
width

Servicing and waste 
collection should 

be facilitated along 
dwelling frontages, 

using laybys or 
designated areas

Minimum carriageway 
width of 5.5m

Opportunities for 
greening 
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Category 4 Local Distributors (Type 1)

Local Distributors (Type 1) help to distribute traffic 
within housing, industrial and business areas and 
are likely to carry more through traffic than Local 
Distributors (Type 2). These are multi-purpose 
streets and potential bus routes. These streets 
require robust servicing strategies including off-
street loading bays where appropriate. Loading 
should be time-limited and coordinated with 
movement patterns.

These streets typically serve up to 1,000 dwellings 
and are likely to support some commercial vehicle 
movement.

20mph speed limit

Cycle segregation is 
likely to be required. 

Cycling by Design 
must be referred to

2.0m minimum 
footway width 
on both sides 

of carriageway, 
increasing to 2.6m or 

more in areas with 
higher pedestrian 

activity

Absolute minimum 
of 6.5m carriageway 
width for two-way 

bus routes
2.0m minimum verge 

width

Opportunities for 
greening
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Category 3 District Distributors

District Distributors will generally carry a large 
volume of traffic, including commercial vehicles, 
and will likely provide a link between different 
environmental areas or district centres. Efforts 
should be taken to reduce the impact of these 
streets on the local communities which they travel 
through. They are likely to carry bus traffic, and 
cycle lanes will most likely require segregation / 
an off-road alternative due to vehicle speeds or 
volumes. District Distributors should be supported 
with appropriate crossings to reduce severance 
between communities; implementation of such 
infrastructure will require swept path analysis 
to verify feasibility. Waste access and servicing 
should be off the main carriageway wherever 
possible, using rear access lanes or integrated 
service roads. Loading must be restricted to 
off-peak times and coordinated with traffic 
management strategies to prevent conflict with 
general and bus traffic. 

Design of these roads will normally be the 
responsibility of the Executive Director of City 
Development.

30mph speed limit

Cycle segregation is 
likely to be required. 

Cycling by Design 
must be referred toAny on street 

parking should be 
accommodated in 

widened areas

2.0m minimum 
footway width, to 
increase to 2.6m 

or more in areas of 
higher pedestrian 

activity

Absolute minimum 
of 6.5m carriageway 
width for two-way 

bus routes
Waste access and 

servicing should be 
accessed away from 

the main carriageway 
so not to interrupt 

flow

Opportunities for 
greening
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Principal Roads (Category 2) and 
Trunk Roads (Category 1) 

Trunk Roads and Principal Roads carry large volumes 
of traffic and are crucial corridors for the movement 
of goods and the economy across the Dundee City 
Area. These roads will generally carry high volumes 
of commercial vehicles per day in each direction and 
form the primary network for motorised vehicles 
into and around the city. Bus routes are likely along 
these street types. Servicing on these corridors 
should be strictly managed, with off-road service 
areas or rear access strategies. Service yards, loading 
docks or access lanes should be incorporated into 
development proposals adjacent to these routes.

The design of Principal roads will normally be the 
responsibility of the Executive Director of City 
Development. The design of Trunk Roads is the 
responsibility of Transport Scotland. Trunk Roads and 
Principal Roads should be designed to the standards 
set out in the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges.

Any departures from standards must be approved 
by the Head of Sustainable Transport and Roads. 
Developers will be required to provide full 
justification for such departures, particularly for 
Category 1 and 2 roads.

Where relevant, junctions on Trunk Roads and 
Principal Roads should be easy to cross for 
pedestrians and cycle users to support connectivity 
and reduce severance between communities. 
Regular signalised crossing points for pedestrians 
and cycle users are expected along desire lines and 
connecting points of interest. Reference should 
be made to the Roads Department’s Pedestrian 
Crossing Assessment Process.
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Other Street Types

The following street types fall outside of the Street 
Hierarchy.

Streets in Industrial Areas (Other) 

By the nature of their land-use, these routes 
will attract larger vehicles and are therefore 
dictated by greater swept path analysis and 
turning movements. These routes have a higher 
movement function; however designs must 
ensure these are still attractive and comfortable 
environments for pedestrians and cycle users. It 
will also be important to ensure public transport 
is integrated and an attractive option for accessing 

these employment sites. Green infrastructure, 
such as street trees and grass verges, play an 
important role in softening these environments. 

It is encouraged that street network should be 
looped, with more than one access / egress point, 
to avoid the requirement for large turning heads 
and minimise the requirement for reversing 
vehicles. The street layout should also seek 
to be segregated from residential streets to 
minimise the mixing of residential and industrial 
traffic, whilst still supporting pedestrian and 
cyclist permeability and access to employment. 
Swept path analysis will be required to justify 
any proposals for on-street parking or loading 

activities. This is not encouraged due to the 
potential risk of obstruction of larger vehicles. 
As per the National Roads Development Guide, 
where vehicles are to be loaded or unloaded 
while parked parallel to the kerb in service roads, 
parking bays, 3 metres wide and at least 3 metres 
longer than the vehicles using them, should be 
clearly designated. The width of the service road 
should be increased accordingly.

Abnormal load movements may occur around 
industrial areas in Dundee. Where this is the 
case, due protocol should be followed regarding 
the notification of the highway, police and bridge 
authorities. 

20mph speed limit Regular street trees 
and low level planting 

are encouraged

Cycle segregation is 
likely to be required. 

Cycling by Design 
must be referred to

Street geometry 
should reflect the 

larger vehicle types

Requires a robust 
servicing strategy for 

loading vehicles 2.0m minimum 
footway width

Minimum carriageway 
width of 7.3m

Opportunities for 
greening
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Driveways and Private Access 

Where a development comprises five 
houses or less and is not capable of further 
development, and if the Executive Director of 
City Development considers that no public right 
of passage is necessary for general servicing of 
the development, the way providing access to 
the development will be considered to form a 
Driveway or Private Access. Whilst no application 
for RCC is required, developers must secure 
planning consent for these street types.

Whilst Driveways & Private Accesses may 
introduce a different standard to the adoptable 
street network, the following should be taken into 
account:

	▪ Drainage
	▪ Access Rights
	▪ Future maintenance liabilities
	▪ Public liabilities
	▪ Street cleansing
	▪ Lighting
	▪ Servicing
	▪ Passing places

New housing developments, regardless of size, 
must integrate with existing walking and cycling 
networks, and ensure connectivity to local 
services and public transport.
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6 A Connected 
Dundee

Introduction

Streets should be easy to move around for all 
users and connect well to existing movement 
networks. Development proposals will be 
supported where they are part of well-connected 
networks which make moving around easy and 
reduce car dependency. New streets should 
connect well with existing streets and with 
walking and cycling networks and link into and 
develop the green infrastructure network across 
the City.

The movement network for new developments 
should be based on the Sustainable User 
Hierarchy (see pg 10) and prioritise the movement 
of pedestrians, cycle users and public transport.

Walking, wheeling and cycling routes should be 
useable prior to the first occupation of a new 
development.

A Connected Dundee supports each of the Core 
Principles.

Safety

	▪ Encourages permeable street design and 
the reduction of isolated cul-de-sac streets, 
supporting passive surveillance.

	▪ Encourages early implementation of pedestrian 
and cycling infrastructure ensuring safe routes 
are available from the outset.

Equity

	▪ Promotes inclusive access by ensuring streets 
are easy to move around for all users, regardless 
of age or ability.

	▪ Encourages walkable neighbourhoods with 
safe, direct routes to key services and facilities, 
helping all residents meet daily needs without 
reliance on a car.

	▪ Supports traffic reduction around schools and 
neighbourhoods, contributing to healthier, 
more resilient urban environments.

	▪ Improves walking access to public transport 
from development sites

Sustainability

	▪ Reduces car dependency by prioritising walking, 
wheeling, cycling, and public transport, and 
encourages compact development patterns that 
support efficient land use and reduce emissions.

	▪ Integrates green infrastructure and supports 
liveable neighbourhoods to enhance 
environmental quality.

Accessibility

	▪ Requires permeable, well-connected street 
layouts that link to existing networks and reflect 
natural desire lines.

	▪ Ensures active travel routes are usable from 
the first occupation of new developments and 
facilitate connection with public transport 
routes and infrastructure e.g. bus stops.

	▪ Discourages impermeable layouts for active 
travel, by facilitating modal filters in cul-de-sacs 
and promoting continuous movement for those 
walking, wheeling and cycling, and using public 
transport..

Climate Resilience

	▪ Promotes modal shift to sustainable transport, 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
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Connectivity and Layouts

Designs must include a clear and permeable street 
hierarchy that connects to the existing street 
network and provides good internal and external 
connectivity, reflecting the Street Hierarchy 
(Chapter 5). Impermeable layouts which incur 
additional walking, wheeling or cycling distances 
will not be supported.

Walkable neighbourhoods are encouraged. 
Residents must be able to have quick, easy, and 
safe access to a range of facilities and services 
from their home through walking, cycling or public 
transport. Residential layouts should encourage 
walking and cycling through the provision of 
high-quality routes. Developments and streets 
should be structured around a compact layout 
which allows walking and wheeling access to 
local amenities. Development proposals should 
contribute to local living including 20-minute 
neighbourhoods. 

10-minute each way, 
20-minute round trip 

walk to neighbourhood 
amenities

Permeable street 
layout with good 

connectivity
Promoting use of 
public transport 

by facilitating 
connections with 
public transport 
routes (bus/rail)

Open space as a focal 
point

Green infrastructure 
opportunities

Space for future 
network connectionsHigh quality walking 

and cycling routes

Good pedestrian 
connectivity across 

development parcels
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Layouts should encourage walking and cycling through the provision of high-quality routes which provide access to local amenities.

Residents must be able to have quick, easy, and safe access to a range of facilities and services from their home through walking, cycling or public transport.
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Opportunities to connect development with 
neighbouring communities and facilities must be 
maximised and major connectivity gaps beyond 
the site boundary should be identified and 
addressed through new links including footways, 
bridleways, cycle routes or enhancing existing 
'desire lines'.

Layouts should not prevent future connectivity 
and avoid the creation of ransom strips between 
development parcels. Where potential for future 
connectivity exists, such as where an adjacent site 
is allocated for development or redevelopment, 
provision should be made in the site layout for a 
potential future access point.

Pedestrian and cycle networks should be as 
convenient, safe and as pleasant as possible by 
careful attention to the design and layout of 
routes. The active travel network should reflect 
natural desire lines and be more attractive for 
pedestrians and cycle users to use than the 
vehicular route.

Chicane-type barriers on pedestrian and cycle 
links are to be avoided and will not be supported. 
If there is a demonstrable road safety requirement 
to slow cycle users on approach to a street, 
designing the links to incorporate horizontal 
deflection is a more desirable outcome. If space 
is constrained and there is other option, chicane 
barriers may be included provided that they leave 
at least 1.5m clear space between the panels and 
the edge of the path, there is no overlap between 
the panels and there is at least 3m between 
panels.

Liveable Neighbourhoods

Liveable neighbourhoods create safe pedestrian 
and cycle networks by allowing through-
movement for walking, wheeling and cycling 
and bus movement, whilst restricting the 
through movement of motor traffic. This is 
achieved by the tactical placement of modal 
filters and other traffic management measures 
that restrict motor traffic movements and 
make travelling through the neighbourhood 
by sustainable modes more convenient. 
Opportunities taken to identify the placement 
of modal filters on existing streets will be 
supported. Onward connections for pedestrians 
and cycle users must be supported with "except 
pedestrians" or "except pedestrians and cycles" 
supplementary plates on "no through road" 
signage to TSRGD diagram 816.
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Cul-de-sac

Permeable layouts are encouraged. Where 
there is a risk of through-traffic, modal filters 
are encouraged as a way to achieve filtered 
permeability for pedestrians and cycle users. Cul-
de-sac layouts are strongly discouraged, unless 
proven to be the only viable layout option. These 
are permissible only by exception.

In exceptional circumstances where a cul-de-sac is 
permissible and exceeds 60m in length, provision 
should be made to allow small commercial 
vehicles to turn every 100m approximately. 
Turning facilities should be provided at the end of 
such roads for large industrial vehicles to ensure 
that any vehicle that enters may leave in a forward 
gear.

Character

Street design must be influenced by the 
existing context and character of the area, with 
consideration of terminating vistas, surrounding 
street structure, landmark buildings and enclosure 
ratios. Local design guides, character assessments, 
and conservation area appraisals must be referred 
to in the design of new developments.

Street design must be influenced by the local 
character of the area.

Schools

Developments should incorporate measures that 
reduce traffic around schools, helping to create a 
safer and more welcoming environment for children 
to walk, wheel, and cycle. Design approaches should 
aim to minimise conflict between vehicles and 
pedestrians, particularly during peak times when 
large numbers of people and cars converge outside 
school gates.

This can include the implementation of School 
Streets, traffic calming interventions, and other 
strategies that prioritise pedestrian safety and 
comfort. Developers should also consider active 
travel routes to and from schools within their design 
proposals, including where the school is located 
outside the development boundary. Supporting 
safe and convenient movement for children and 
families is essential to encouraging sustainable travel 
behaviours and improving public health.

An example of traffic calming and control measures 
outside a school entrance.
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7.1 Facilities for 
Pedestrians.

Introduction

Under the Sustainable Transport Hierarchy, 
pedestrians (referring to those walking and 
wheeling) should be considered first, and private 
motor vehicles last.  Streets should therefore 
be designed to actively promote walking and 
wheeling and adopt a place and person-led 
approach to design.

Measures to enhance the pedestrian experience 
- including the adoption of safe crossings, 
pedestrian priority, reduced vehicle speeds and 
noise, inclusive design and surfaces, assistive 
technology, reduced street clutter, appropriate 
vehicle parking solutions, and effective 
management of loading/unloading, deliveries, 
and refuse services - are strongly supported by 
Dundee City Council. These measures should be 
treated as a priority in all development proposals.

When it comes to designing facilities for 
pedestrians, accessibility should be prioritised 
in the design process when taking account of 
potentially conflicting issues.

Development should integrate with the existing 
and planned Active Travel Network identified in 
the Dundee Sustainable Transport Plan, including 
the Active Freeways and Green Circular routes, 
and seek to connect with these and align with the 
Core Principles, where possible.

Safety

	▪ Applies appropriate crossing types, traffic 
calming, and visibility standards to reduce 
collision risk and improve user confidence.

	▪ Incorporates features such as adequate footway 
widths, detectable kerbs, and step‑free access 
to support safe movement for people of all 
abilities.

Equity

	▪ Promotes inclusive design that considers the 
needs of all users, including disabled people, 
older adults, and children, to provide an 
equitable pedestrian network.

	▪ Sets out infrastructure width and crossing 
requirements which enhances personal safety 
and security for all user groups

Sustainability

	▪ Supports walking and wheeling as primary 
modes of transport, reducing reliance on 
private vehicles and aligning to the Sustainable 
Transport Hierarchy.

	▪ Encourages integration with Dundee’s Active 
Travel Network, including Active Freeways and 
Green Circular routes.

Accessibility

	▪ Sets clear standards for footway widths, 
gradients, kerbing, and tactile paving to ensure 
routes are usable by all.

	▪ Emphasises the importance of smooth, level 
crossings and continuous footways, especially at 
junctions.

	▪ Encourages rest points, accessible seating, and 
safe, well-lit environments to support comfort 
and dignity for all.

Climate Resilience

	▪ Advocates for durable, low-maintenance 
materials that ensure long-term usability and 
reduce environmental impact.
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Footway Widths

The integrity of walking and wheeling 
infrastructure must be protected by ensuring 
pavement space is not taken over by other 
activities, obstacles or utility infrastructure. 

Footway and footpaths should be made as wide 
as practicable with a minimum width of 2.0m. The 
minimum width should be extended to 3.0m in 
areas of identifiably higher levels and volumes of 
pedestrian activity (such as adjacent to schools, 
shops, bus stops). Where obstacles exist, the 
absolute minimum width should be 1.5m, but for 
a maximum length of 3.0m only. 

It’s important to consider both the total and 
effective footway width. The effective width 
refers to the usable space available for walking, 
excluding areas impacted by the edge effect, 
such as proximity to walls, fences, kerbs, or street 
furniture, which can discourage pedestrians from 
walking close to the edge. To ensure comfortable 
and accessible movement, especially for those 
using mobility aids or walking in groups, designers 
should account for these edge effects and provide 
additional width where necessary.

Wider footways are supported where large numbers of pedestrians need to be accommodated.

Route Quality

Pedestrian route quality is defined by the 
consistency, comfort, and safety of the walking 
environment. High-quality footways should be 
smooth, well-drained, and free from defects 
or obstructions that could impede movement 
or pose a hazard. Surfaces must be firm, slip-
resistant, and suitable for all users. Adequate 
lighting, clear wayfinding, and logical connections 
to surrounding infrastructure enhance usability 
and personal security, particularly during hours 
of darkness. Consistent maintenance is essential 
to ensure pedestrian routes remain safe and 
accessible throughout their lifespan.

7.1 Facilities for Pedestrians Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance40

1 2 3 4 5 6 8 9 10
7

44



Wider pedestrian corridors are supported 
where large numbers of pedestrians need to be 
accommodated, such as at transport hubs and 
busy crossing points.

Table 7.1 details appropriate widths for footpaths, 
footways and pedestrian areas.

Table 7.1: Minimum Footway and Footpath Widths

Footways on District 
Distributors

2.0m or 2.6m (in areas of 
high pedestrian activity)

Footways on Local 
Distributors (Type 1 
& Type 2)

2.0m or 2.6m (in areas of 
high pedestrian activity)

Footways on Other 
Roads 2.0m

Footpaths on major 
segregated routes 3.0 metres

Footpaths on minor 
segregated routes 2.0m-3.0m metres

Shared footway/
footpath/cycleway 3.0m metres (minimum)

Designs must have reference to Inclusive 
Mobility Guidance and DMRB "CD143 Designing 

for walking, cycling and horse-riding".

Dundee City Council are prepared to consider 
adopting remote footpaths (not adjacent to 
carriageways) where there is a substantial 
community use. These footpaths shall be at least 
2.0m wide. Steps are undesirable but where they 

are unavoidable, special provision must be made 
for maintenance vehicles and wheelchairs.

Where suitable, the footpath shall be made 
shared use and the footpath shall be at least 
2.5m wide and preferably 4.0m wide according to 
Cycling by Design. 

The footpath shall be suitably lit to the satisfaction 
of the DCC lighting team.

Verges

It is desirable that pedestrians be separated, 
where possible, from the carriageways of main 
roads, of Categories 1, 2 and 3 in the interests of 
safety. Normally, one 2.0m wide footway should 
be provided behind a soft landscaped margin of at 
least 2m in width. If sufficient space is not available 
for this, the width of the margin may be reduced to 
between 2m and 1m provided the margin is hard 
landscaped for economy of maintenance. Where 
space is even more restricted a 1.5m wide footway 
may be considered.

Where possible, consideration should be given 
to the potential of verges to support carriageway 
drainage in the form of SuDS or swales. Reference 
must be made to the DCC Sustainable Drainage 
Strategy and Chapter 7.4 Green and Blue 
Infrastructure of this document.

Footway Gradients and Crossfalls

The desirable maximum longitudinal section 
gradient of adoptable footways is 1 in 20 (5%), 
with justification provided to Dundee City Council 
where this gradient is exceeded. Where steeper 
gradients may occasionally be permitted, they 
will be subject to the provision of a handrail on 
at least one side and landings at 10m intervals. 
The maximum gradient should not exceed 1 in 
12.5 (8%). Where site constraints prevent this, 
specific approval must be sought with the City 
Development Department. Footway crossfalls 
should normally be 1 in 40 to ensure adequate 
drainage while maintaining accessibility. Where 
steeper gradients are employed, handrails should 
be provided on at least one side of the facility. 
Steps should be avoided for the use of prams and 
wheelchairs.

Kerbing

Kerb upstands between cycleways and pedestrian 
footways should have an upstand of at least 60 
mm to be fully detectable by blind and partially 
sighted users. The kerb facing the cycle track 
should be a Splay / Battered kerb (45 degree 
face) as this presents less of a danger to cyclists 
of catching their pedals, allowing them to utilise 
the full width of the cycle track. Where a long 
run of driveway accesses occurs, bullnose kerb 
should be installed continuously rather than only 
at individual accesses to maintain a smooth, 
accessible pedestrian route.
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Crossings

All crossings should be designed to carefully 
support safe use by all street users. The most 
appropriate type of crossing should be identified 
by considering traffic speeds, traffic volumes and 
composition, pedestrian numbers, pedestrian 
needs and desire lines. 

Developers must install double‑transition kerbs at 
all pedestrian crossing points to ensure a smooth 
and accessible change in kerb height. These 
units help maintain compliant gradients, support 
inclusive mobility requirements and deliver 
consistent, high‑quality tie‑ins.

All crossings must meet the requirements 
of the Traffic Signs Regulations and General 
Directions (TSRGD) 2016 (as amended) 
Traffic Signs Manual Chapter 6, included the 
recommended accessibility features.

Designs should have consideration for Table 4-1 
in Cycling by Design (Selection matrix for road 
crossings) for a preliminary guide to suitable 
road crossings. 

All crossings should be smooth, level and 
accessible. The surface materials must meet the 
guidance in Inclusive Mobility: A Guide to Best 
Practice on Access to Pedestrian and Transport 
Infrastructure.

Conditions should be reviewed to determine 
whether changes can be made to volume, speed 
and road space provided to other traffic, before 
segregation and formally defined at-grade 
crossings are provided.

Side Road Crossings

Development proposals should incorporate 
features which encourage drivers to give priority 
to pedestrians and turn cautiously into junctions, 
including raised entry treatments and continuous 
footways. Continuous footways are encouraged 
to further enhance pedestrian safety and priority, 
but only in appropriate circumstances. Continuous 
footways should be supported with other 
treatments to limit vehicle speeds. Radii should be 
minimised to assist pedestrians where possible. It 
is desirable for continuous crossings to be adopted 
on one-way (rather than two-way) streets, where 
traffic volumes and speeds are appropriately low, 
preferably 20mph, with an absolute maximum of 
30mph. Layout of side road crossings are to be 
discussed and alternatives agreed as early in the 
design process to ensure the design is appropriate 
for the location being considered.

Living Streets – Inclusive Design at continuous 
footways outlines a series of recommendations 
for continuous footways and should be referred to 
understand the complexity of their application for 
users with visual impairments.

An example of a continuous footway along 
Monifieth Road.

A continuous crossing in Broughty Ferry, located 
along National Cycle Network Route 1.
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Uncontrolled

Uncontrolled crossings are most likely to be 
suitable in conditions of low use and low 
motor traffic speed. Where motor traffic speed 
or volume is high, other options should be 
considered.

Uncontrolled crossings should be supported 
with traffic calming features which can support 
pedestrians to cross the road, such as traffic 
signs and road markings and dropped kerbs. 
Appropriate visibility at uncontrolled crossings is 
essential. 

Uncontrolled crossings must have smooth, shallow 
gradients and dropped kerbs to ensure safe and 
accessible use for wheelchairs, pushchairs, and all 
pedestrians.

 
An uncontrolled crossing supported with tactile 
paving. The crossing distance is reduced by the 
build-out of the carriageway. Bollards help to 
prevent vehicle overrunning.

Controlled Crossings

Parallel and Zebra crossings are most likely to be 
suitable where traffic volumes and speed are low 
on the through route and where there is demand 
for those most at risk to be given priority over 
larger vehicles. Parallel and Zebra crossings should 
not be installed on roads with an 85th percentile 
speed of 35 mph (56 kph) or above without speed 
reducing measures to slow traffic, in accordance 
with Traffic Signs Manual Chapter 6.

Cycling by Design Chapter 4.4 Parallel and Zebra 
crossings should be referred to for appropriate 
design layouts.

Signal Controlled Crossing

Signal-controlled crossings are generally suitable 
in urban areas where user volume is relatively 
high. Signal controlled crossings should not be 
provided where the 85th percentile speed of 
motor traffic is greater than 40mph (64 kph).

A signal controlled crossing located along 
Monifieth Road, supported with green 
infrastructure. 

Central refuges

Where central refuge islands are provided at a 
crossing, they must be a minimum of 1500mm 
in width to be able to cater for wheelchair users, 
but preferably 2000mm in width. In some cases, 
central refuges can can endanger cyclists by 
creating pinch points on the carrirageway. Any 
refuges must be designed so that traffic lanes 
between 3.25m-3.9m to avoid this. Where centre 
refuge islands are proposed, advice should be 
sought from DCC City Development Department, 
Sustainable Transport and Roads Division early in 
the process
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Underpasses and footbridges

Underpasses and footbridges are generally 
discouraged in new developments due to their 
limitations in delivering inclusive, accessible and 
attractive active travel routes. These structures 
often present barriers such as steep gradients, 
poor natural surveillance and indirect alignment, 
which can deter use, particularly among 
vulnerable user groups. 

If developers consider such infrastructure 
necessary, they must engage with the City 
Development Department to justify its inclusion 
and ensure appropriate design standards and 
consents are met.

Guard railing

Caution should be exercised in making a decision 
to install guardrails. These should only be installed 
where there is no option to redesign the street 
or road to remove the hazard. An assessment 
procedure is provided in Local Transport Note 
LTN 2/09 Pedestrian Guard Railing which should 
be performed. It is encouraged that alternatives 
to guardrailing (such as hedgerow, stone walling, 
other barrier treatments which may have less of a 
visual impact) are explored. However, where there 
is no feasible alternative to installing guardrails, 
Inclusive Mobility 4.4 Guard Railing must be 
referred to.

Tactile Paving

The use of Tactile Paving is to be in accordance 
with national guidance, including the Department 
for Transport Guidance on the use of Tactile 
Paving Surfaces. Tactile paving shall be provided 
at uncontrolled crossing locations only within 
the city centre and at individually approved 
locations outwith the city centre. Exemptions 
will be considered in residential areas with low 
pedestrian footfall. These exceptions must be 
documented with justification for agreement with 
DCC officers.

Tactile paving must be used in the city centre

Inclusive Design

Pedestrian facilities must be accessible, safe, 
and usable for all, regardless of age, ability, or 
circumstance. Developers are expected to align 
their designs with the inclusive parameters set 
out in this section and the referenced standards, 
including Inclusive Mobility (2021), in support of 
Dundee City Council’s commitment to delivering 
inclusive, equitable public spaces for all users. 
Greater priority to overcoming barriers to walking 
and wheeling for must be afforded for disabled 
people. 

In support of inclusive street design, ensure all 
routes are well-lit and reduce dark and blind 
spots, and better maintain streets and paths 
(including cutting back vegetation) to help foster 
a sense of safety. Ensure street-design seeks 
to increase footfall and surveillance where 
appropriate. 
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Rest Points

Inclusion of rest points is important to inclusive 
footway design, supporting accessibility and comfort 
for all pedestrians, particular people with mobility 
impairments. Inclusive Mobility, 2021 recommends 
the walking distances shown below. 

Wheelchair 
user 

150m

Visually 
impaired 

150m

Walking 
stick and 

cane 
50m

Mobility 
impaired 
without 

a walking 
stick 

100m

The Street Hierarchy Technical Table (Appendix 
B) should be referred to for the appropriate 
frequency of seating according to each street 
type. Seating must incorporate supportive 
features such as armrests and backrests to assist 
those with limited mobility or balance challenges 
and include adjacent clear space to accommodate 
wheelchair users and enable inclusive social 
interaction. Rest points must be located in 
safe, well-lit areas, clear of pedestrian flow and 
potential hazards. The frequency of rest points 
should increase in response to land form, with 
additional seating provided where the street 
follows a steep gradient.

Street Furniture

Street furniture should serve a clear and practical 
purpose. It must be thoughtfully integrated 
into the overall street design and align with the 
surrounding environment through the use of a 
considered and cohesive palette of materials.

Street furniture should be positioned to retain at 
least the minimum footway width recommended 
in Table 7.1 Minimum Footway and Footpath 
Widths. 

All proposed elements must incorporate strong 
tonal and colour contrast with their immediate 
surroundings to ensure maximum visibility, 
particularly for people with visual impairments.

Street furniture should be reduced to a minimum 
and grouped together to reduce visual clutter and 
causing obstructions. It must not be located within 
visibility splays at junctions.

Details of proposed street furniture and 
associated maintenance must be discussed and 
agreed with the City Development department at 
an early stage.

Street furniture must not create obstructions, 
such as obstructing access to cycle parking.

Materiality

Materials used should have properties which 
support accessibility such as slip resistant paving 
with sufficient tonal and colour contrast and be 
durable. Social spaces should be identifiable and 
separated from areas required for movement with 
clearly identifiable delineation.
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Maintenance

To maintain consistency, durability, and visual 
coherence across the public realm, third parties 
undertaking excavation or works within the 
footway must reinstate the construction using 
materials that match the original in type, quality, 
and finish.

The maintenance of pavements should be given 
greater priority to ensure accessibility, including 
mending paving, cutting back overgrown 
foliage, sweeping up leaves, and the provision 
of accessible routes during roadworks, which 
includes safe access to nearby dropped kerbs.

See Also 

	▪ LTN 2/09 Pedestrian Guardrailing
	▪ Traffic Signs Manual Chapter 6
	▪ Guidance on Inclusive Design for Town 

Centres and Busy Streets
	▪ Inclusive Mobility- Using Tactile Paving 

Surfaces
	▪ Walking for Everyone Report
	▪ Inclusive Design at Continuous Footways
	▪ Inclusive Design at bus stops with Cycle Tracks
	▪ Outdoor Access Design Guide
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7.2 Facilities for 
Cycle Users

Introduction	

All cycling infrastructure should be designed 
with the following outcomes in mind: safety, 
coherence, directness, comfort, attractiveness 
and adaptability. Infrastructure should also 
be accessible for those who wish to use it, 
with neither its design nor its positioning 
creating hazards or obstructions for vulnerable 
pedestrians. 

Designs in new developments and for new road 
schemes should meet or exceed the highest 
level of service, as set out in Cycling by Design 
(Transport Scotland, 2021), along with aligning 
with the Core Principles:

Safety

	▪ Minimises conflict between users by selecting 
cycle track types and layouts that provide 
appropriate separation between cycle users, 
pedestrians, and motor vehicles, based on 
speed, traffic volume, and footfall.

	▪ Reduces collision risk through measures such 
as physical protection from traffic, controlled 

parking near cycle lanes, and clear surface 
markings to improve visibility and user 
awareness.

	▪ Locates and designs cycle parking to avoid 
pedestrian hazards, maintain sightlines, and 
include features (e.g. tapping rails) that protect 
visually impaired users.

	▪ Ensures access features such as bollard spacing, 
contraflow widths, and obstruction‑free layouts 
accommodate all cycle types safely.

Equity

	▪ Promotes inclusive cycling infrastructure that 
accommodates non-standard cycles (e.g. 
handcycles, tricycles) and users with disabilities, 
helping to unlock the network and its health 
benefits for all.

	▪ Supports placemaking and integration of 
cycleways into the urban environment, 
contributing to healthier, more resilient and 
social communities.

	▪ Outlines design requirements which improves 
the personal safety and security of cycle users.

Sustainability

	▪ Encourages cycling as a primary mode of 
transport, reducing reliance on private vehicles 
and lowering emissions.

	▪ Supports integration with Dundee’s wider 

cycling network and Sustainable Transport 
Delivery Plan.

	▪ Requires provision of e-bike charging facilities to 
support low-carbon transport options.

Accessibility

	▪ Infrastructure must be suitable for a wide range 
of users and cycle types, with clear guidance on 
dimensions and spacing.

	▪ Avoids access control measures, ensuring routes 
remain open and usable for all.

	▪ Requires cycle parking to be conveniently 
located and accessible, including in retrofit and 
constrained urban environments.

Climate Resilience

	▪ Promotes active travel infrastructure that 
reduces car dependency and supports a shift to 
low-emission transport.

	▪ Encourages durable, adaptable infrastructure 
that can respond to future mobility needs and 
environmental challenges.

	▪ Mandates the provision of high-quality cycle 
routes designed to remain safe and usable 
during severe weather conditions.
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Types of Cycle Tracks

Cycle tracks can vary in their level of separation 
between pedestrians, cycle users and motor 
vehicles. 

When identifying an appropriate type of cycle track, 
Dundee City Council expects developers to consider:

1) 	The level of protection and interaction between 
cycle users and motor vehicles

2) 	The level of protection and interaction between 
cycle users and pedestrians

3) 	The potential to enhance the surrounding 
environment and introduce placemaking and 
green blue infrastructure

Cycle links should be developed in accordance 
with the requirements set out in Cycling 
by Design (Transport Scotland, 2021) . 

Stepped cycle track

Cycle track at footway level

Shared cycle track
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Cycleway Gradients

New cycle links will often be constrained by 
existing topography. Although this may be 
unavoidable in some locations, providing 
cycle links on steep gradients will not provide 
the highest level of service for all users, and 
alternative routes should be considered where 
practical. 

When designing with gradient in mind, Cycling 
by Design (specifically Table 3.5) and Inclusive 
Mobility: Making Transport Accessible for 
passengers and pedestrians should be referred to 
for the most up to date guidance.

Route Quality

All routes of the cycle network must be well-lit 
and well-maintained. Consideration should be 
given to assessing the lighting conditions on new 
or upgraded routes. Improvements to lighting 
alongside cycling infrastructure have been shown 
to lead to improvements in the perception of 
safety; and increase the likelihood of the facilities 
being used by groups for example women and 
young people who may feel more threatened by 
poorly lit facilities. 

Coloured surfacing of cycle lanes and cycle 
tracks adjacent to the road carriageway is 
recommended. A red coloured surface is preferred 
for cycle links across Scotland to improve the 
consistency of application and understanding by 
all users. Proposed coloured surfacing must be 
discussed and agreed with the City Development 
Department at an early stage.

Accessibility of Routes

It is important that cycle routes be designed to 
cater for a significant number of cycle users and 
be suitable for ‘non-standard’ cycles, such as 
recumbent cycles, tricycles, handcycles and any 
other cycle that might be specially adapted for a 
disabled user.  

There should be a presumption against the use 
of access-controlled measures unless there is a 
persistent and significant safety issue or personal 
security concern raised by unwanted access, 
including motor traffic or motorcycle access. 
Where bollards are used to prevent access for 
motor vehicles the minimum distance between 
bollards should be no less than 1.5m. If access-
controlled measures are required, they should 
be installed as per Outdoor Access Design Guide 
and National Cycle Network - Accessibility Fund: 
Improving access to the National Cycle Network 
for everyone (Sustrans, 2023)

Cycle lanes should only be considered where 
alternative higher quality facilities like cycle tracks 
cannot reasonably be provided and conditions on 
the adjacent carriageway present a significantly 
low level of risk to cycle users. Where cycle lanes 
exist (as either advisory cycle lanes or mandatory 
cycle lanes), parking should be tightly controlled 
and enforced to prohibit drivers from stopping, 
parking or waiting within the cycle lane.
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Contraflow Cycling

As per LTN 1/20, there is a presumption in favour 
of contraflow cycling on one-way streets unless 
there are safety, operational or cost reasons why 
it is not feasible. Consideration should be given 
the entrance and exit points from contraflow cycle 
lanes so that users are protected from potential 
impacts arising from vehicles turning into or 
exiting side roads. Where speed is low in urban 
areas, contraflow cycling can be adopted so long 
as the following minimum carriageway widths are 
adhered to:

	▪ 2.6m with no car parking
	▪ 3.9m based on car passing cycle, no car parking
	▪ 4.6m with car parking on one side of the road
	▪ 6.6m with car parking on both sides of the road

Contraflow cycle provision 

Connectivity to wider routes

Effective cycle infrastructure is not just about 
creating new routes - it’s about ensuring they 
integrate seamlessly with existing networks. A 
well-connected network of cycle infrastructure 
enhances accessibility, encourages more people to 
cycle, and supports safer, more efficient journeys. 
Developers must take into account the existing 
and planned network as per Dundee City Councils 
Cycle Network Plan, currently available within the 
Sustainable Transport Delivery Plan.

Future developments are to be assessed 
and checked by a relevant officer within the 
Dundee City Council's Sustainable Transport 
team. Guidance will be provided to aid the 
developer to provide suitable cycling facilities. It 
is recommended that developers implement this 
guidance to ensure proposals align with DCC best 
practice and enhance connectivity throughout 
Dundee. To ensure that new developments meet 
or exceed the requirements of Cycling by Design, 
new developments must include a Design Review 
as per Cycling by Design for review by Dundee 
City Councils Sustainable Transport Team.

Wider connections should be identified along cycle 
routes

Cycle Parking

The provision for cycle parking is to be considered 
on all developments throughout Dundee.

The Parking Standards (Appendix E) specifies the 
appropriate cycle parking provisions for different 
land uses which have been set out by Dundee City 
Council.

Cycle parking and storage must be provided 
in accordance with the requirements set out 
in Cycling by Design. It should be prominently 
located to maximise accessibility and convenience 
for users. Cycle parking and storage must be 
located as close/convenient as possible to the 
primary entrances of the development. Locating 
cycle parking in places where it is overlooked by 
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people will enhance the physical safety of the site 
and enhance cycle security.

In retrofit or City Centre locations Dundee 
City Council will consider alternative provision 
should this be proven to be unachievable. It 
is important to ensure pedestrian desire lines 
remain unobstructed and access for deliveries is 
maintained where required when selecting the 
location of on-street cycle parking.

New developments are required to incorporate 
e-bike charging facilities as standard or as part of 
any space allocated to cycle storage. 

The following cycle parking and storage options 
should be considered and evaluated relative to 
the environment and site-specific conditions:

Cycle Stand 

Sheffield stands are the recommended type 
for short stay cycle parking as they provide two 
locking point for cycles. All cycle stands must be 
designed in accordance with Cycling by Design 
(Figure 6.2) 

A lone cycle stand or the end stands in a group 
should include a tapping rail 150mm above 
ground level to reduce the risk of people with 
visual impairments colliding with the stand.

Cycle stands located alongside a cycle route

Two-tier Stand

An effective solution for high-capacity medium 
and long stay cycle parking. 

The two-tier stand should have a minimum height 
of 2700mm and the spacing of troughs should 
be minimum 400mm. A minimum aisle width of 
2500mm is required to allow cycles to be loaded/
unloaded. 

For ease of use and accessibility, the lower tier of 
a two tier stand should be made up of Sheffield 
cycle stands. 

Cycle Hangars

Utilised when existing developments have no 
access or space for cycle storage within the 
building's footprint and offer secure parking 
which will be protected from the elements. Cycle 
Hangars have typical dimensions of 2500mm 
width, 2000mm length and 1400mm height and 
can accommodate up to six cycles. 
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A cycle hangar

Indoor Space within residential developments

Secure, private indoor storage spaces for cycles 
must be provided in accordance with Table E1 
(Appendix E). This should be at ground floor 
with level access to the street, but there may be 
flexibility in the case of buildings with lifts.

Adequate signing to indicate the location of any 
cycle parking must be provided.

Visitor cycle parking (residential)

Developments must provide for short-stay visitor 
cycle parking. These should be located at frequent 
intervals, and can be provided in small clusters 
along the street on each side of the carriageway, 
or adopted as traffic calming features. Developers 
may be asked to contribute to the provision of 
cycle parking at important locations within the 
immediate area.

Cycle parking at employment sites

Proposed development should incorporate secure, 
covered cycle parking in prominent locations, 
which is clearly signed. This should be as close 
to building entrances (within 50m) to encourage 
sustainable commuting. Any cycle parking should 
avoid being located in loading bay areas for safety 
reasons.

Short-stay cycle parking should also be provided 
close to the building entrance.

Developments must incorporate integrated 
facilities for cycle users including showers, 
changing rooms, drying areas and lockers.

See also:

	▪ Designing Streets
	▪ Cycling by Design 
	▪ Outdoor Access Design Guide
	▪ A Guide to Inclusive Cycling (2019)
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7.3 Integrating 
Public Transport
Public transport planning should be considered 
early in the design process. To support early 
adoption of public transport, suitable bus routes 
and infrastructure should be in place from the 
outset of development and take into account the 
Core Principles, as shown below.

Public transport routes should also link seamlessly 
with active travel routes to enable onward and 
continuous journeys.

Local centres, schools, clinics, care homes, shops, 
and other key destinations should be located 
along direct, accessible routes that can be 
efficiently served by bus services.

Where the scale of a new development does not 
permit internal bus routing, developers must 
ensure safe and convenient access to existing 
public transport services by providing appropriate 
footways and crossing facilities.

Safety

	▪ Specifies minimum carriageway and lane widths 
to reduce conflict between buses, cycle users, 
and other vehicles.

	▪ Requires safe turning radii and swept path 
allowances to prevent buses from encroaching 
on pedestrian areas or opposing lanes.

	▪ Mandates pedestrian crossings near stops, with 
dropped kerbs and tactile paving, to protect 
vulnerable users.

	▪ Ensures footways at stops are wide enough to 
prevent crowding and keep passengers clear of 
moving traffic.

	▪ Outlines requirements which ensures the 
personal safety of users at bus stops

Equity

	▪ Ensures all homes are within walking distance 
of bus stops, improving access for all users.

	▪ Encourages early engagement with operators to 
meet diverse community needs.

Sustainability

	▪ Prioritises public transport in new 
developments to reduce car dependency.

	▪ Supports integration with Mobility as a Service 
(MaaS) to encourage flexible, low-carbon travel.

Accessibility

	▪ Requires stops and crossings to meet inclusive 
mobility standards.

	▪ Designs must accommodate safe, direct access 
to key destinations.

	▪ Ensures footways at stops are wide enough for 
waiting passengers and pedestrian flow.

Climate Resilience

	▪ Promotes early adoption of public transport to 
reduce emissions from private vehicles.

	▪ Encourages compact, connected layouts 
that support efficient, low-impact transport 
networks.

	▪ Supports long-term modal shift through 
integrated planning and infrastructure.
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Bus Routes

The minimum carriageway width for two-way bus 
operation in new developments should be 6.5 
metres.

Shared bus and cycle lanes should be a minimum 
of 4.6m width unless there is a parallel segregated 
cycle route. Lane widths between 3.2m and 3.9m 
should be avoided, to mitigate the potential for 
unsafe overtaking.

Any roundabouts or turning circles likely to 
be used by buses making a 360° turn should 
have a 24m diameter outside swept circle and 
a minimum inside diameter of 8m to allow for 
tracking of rear wheels.

It is important to provide turning facilities when a 
large housing estate is growing even although the 
route may only be partially established. A service 
can then be provided and extended in pace with 
the development. Such turning facilities can 
take the form of a temporary adaptation of the 
developing road system.

Bus Stops and Shelters

To ensure accessibility, development should extend 
no more than 200 metres from a bus route, placing 
all homes within 400 metres of a bus stop. Stops 
should be spaced approximately 400m apart. 

Bus stops should have a bus stop cage, with 
clearways , clearly marked on the carriageway. 
Cage sizes should facilitate space for the bus to 
safely enter, manoeuvre, align against the raised 
kerb and safely exit. Swept path analysis should 
be used to demonstrate an appropriate size has 
been used. Bus stop laybys should not be used in 
new developments as they disrupt efficient bus 
service operations and reduce pedestrian safety.  
Instead, buses should be accommodated within 
the live carriageway, accepting that they may 
temporarily hold general traffic while passengers 
board and alight. To support accessible boarding, 
the kerb height should be raised to 160mm over 
a minimum length of 2.0 metres. A bus stop pole 
must be installed in  accordance with Dundee 
City Council’s specification. In some cases, a 
bus shelter - with integrated power supply 
and realtime passenger information - may be 
requested as an alternative. The specification 
for bus shelters will also be provided by Dundee 
City Council. Bus shelters shall be implemented 
in accordance with the requirements set out 
in inclusive Mobility A Guide to Best Practice 
on Access to Pedestrian and Transport 
Infrastructure.

A pedestrian crossing should be provided in close 
proximity to bus stops or key pedestrian routes. 
Each crossing must include a dropped kerb with 
appropriate tactile paving that complies with 
accessibility standards described in Chapter 7.1 
Facilities for Pedestrians.

Footways at bus stops must be sufficiently wide 
to accommodate waiting passengers while 
maintaining clear pedestrian movement along the 
route. Localised widening at stop locations may 
be required to meet this need, especially in areas 
with high footfall or constrained existing footway 
width

Designers are encouraged to consult with local 
bus operators and Dundee City Council to 
understand the most appropriate bus vehicle 
requirements when planning and designing bus 
stops.

Upon review by the Sustainable Transport Team, 
the developer may be required to provide cycle 
parking at new bus stops or existing bus stops 
adjacent to the development which will see 
increased use. This will be especially relevant in 
more outlying areas where people may cycle to 
bus stops from within a development to continue 
their onward journey

Bus shelters must maintain a clear pedestrian 
footway.
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Bus Operators

In planning major new housing developments, 
road layouts, widths, corner radii, and footway 
placement should support efficient bus 
operations. Bus routes must be direct, quick, and 
connect key residential, commercial, and service 
areas. While services will typically follow District 
and Local Distributor Roads, other roads may be 
used if suitably widened.

Mutual benefit can be obtained from regular 
informal contact between the developer, the 
City Development Department and the bus 
operators. To ensure coordinated planning, 
timely notification should be given of significant 
residential development proposals that may 
require new or extended bus services. 

See also

	▪ Inclusive Mobility
	▪ Local Transport Note 1/24: Bus User Priority
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7.4 Green-Blue 
Infrastructure

Introduction

Green-Blue infrastructure is an integral element of 
Dundee's development and is central to the health 
and well-being of residents and communities. 
It is also an essential part of achieving climate 
resiliency across the City. Development proposals 
that include new or enhanced blue and/or green 
infrastructure must provide effective management 
and maintenance plans covering the funding 
arrangements for their long-term delivery and 
upkeep, and the party or parties responsible for 
these.

Dundee City Council encourages the provision 
of green-blue infrastructure and innovative and 
creative SUDS which minimise the effects new 
developments have on the natural water cycle.

Early engagement on green-blue infrastructure 
should involve all relevant stakeholders to ensure 
integrated, deliverable solutions. This typically 
includes Dundee City Council (Roads, Traffic, 
RMP and Environment departments), Scottish 
Water, SEPA and the affected utility providers. 
Involving these parties from the outset supports 
coordinated design, effective drainage strategies 
and long‑term asset management.

Safety

	▪ Integrates landscaping and green infrastructure 
in ways that preserve visibility, prevent 
obstruction, and maintain clear sightlines for 
pedestrians and cycle users.

	▪ Requires minimum clearance heights for 
vegetation and careful placement of street trees 
and verges to avoid physical hazards and ensure 
safe passage.

	▪ Mandates robust surface water drainage 
and SuDS design to prevent flooding, reduce 
pollution, and protect public health during 
extreme weather events.

Equity

	▪ Enhances quality of life by integrating 
green spaces and natural features into all 
communities, supporting health and well-being.

	▪ Promotes shared responsibility for 
maintenance, with clear expectations for 
developers and residents.

Sustainability

	▪ Supports the use of Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS) to manage surface water in an 
environmentally responsible way.

	▪ Encourages integration with the Dundee Green 
Network and nature-based solutions to enhance 
biodiversity.

	▪ Promotes long-term maintenance and funding 
strategies to ensure infrastructure remains 
effective and resilient.

Accessibility

	▪ Outlines the requirements of landscaping 
and tree placement to maintain clear, safe 
pedestrian and cycling routes.

	▪ Emphasises the importance of visibility and 
safety in the design of green infrastructure 
adjacent to movement corridors.

	▪ Increased tree placement offers more solar 
shade for people moving about in street

Climate Resilience

	▪ Central to Dundee’s strategy for adapting to 
climate change, particularly through flood risk 
management and stormwater control.

	▪ Promotes water-resilient design through 
SuDS, blue infrastructure, and natural flood 
management.

	▪ Encourages early integration of drainage and 
green infrastructure in development planning to 
future-proof communities.
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Green Infrastructure

Green infrastructure can play a role in making 
streets pedestrian, cycle and vehicle friendly. It 
can provide visual interest, and can encourage 
lower vehicle speeds by limiting excessive forward 
visibility (whilst maintaining appropriate driver 
sightlines). 

Street design proposals should aim to integrate 
nature-based solutions. Well-designed blue and 
green infrastructure can deliver multiple benefits 
to the street environment, including storm 
water management, capture of pollutants, and 
enhanced biodiversity.

New development should contribute to the 
Dundee Green Network where appropriate 
through the integration of green infrastructure 
and the creation and/or improvement of green 
infrastructure within development sites or in the 
local area. 

When designing landscape features these should 
aim to enhance biodiversity, provide solar shading 
and manage storm water. If designed well, they 
can also significantly encourage pedestrians and 
cycle users through providing an attractive and 
comfortable environment that encourages activity.

When preparing a design, the applicant shall 
refer to the following documents for best 
practice relating to the incorporation of green 
infrastructure:

	▪ Green Infrastructure: Design and Placemaking
	▪ Trees in Hard Landscapes: A Guide for 

Delivery
	▪ Trees in Townscapes: A Guide for Decision 

Makers
	▪ CIRIA SUDS Manual C753 201
	▪ Technical Guidance Surface Water Drainage 

Design and Flood Risk Assessment 
requirements June 2020

	▪ Scottish Government Water-resilient places- 
surface water management and blue-green 
infrastructure: policy framework

	▪ DCC Green Network 
	▪ Water Resilient Dundee

Landscaping

Landscaping within developments should aim 
to create an attractive, welcoming streetscape 
through the thoughtful use of both hard and soft 
treatments. These elements should be integrated 
appropriately to enhance the character of the 
public realm, support placemaking, and contribute 
to a cohesive and well-considered environment.

Landscaping provision within the highway 

boundary, including roundabouts, should be 
integral to the conceptual and detailed design of 
the highway. It must be consistent with the wider 
development and the surrounding landscape 
context.

All landscaping must be completed before 
submitting the roads and footpaths etc, for 
adoption by the Council. Consideration should be 
given to layout and height of planting to ensure 
pedestrians and cycle users can see and be seen 
and no personal security issues are created. To 
avoid compromising road safety, planting within 
landscaped areas should not exceed 500mm 
above road level.

Opportunities to integrate landscaping along the 
street are encouraged
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Street Trees

Seek to retain existing trees, taking a flexible, 
accommodating approach to pavement and kerb 
design. Engagement with landscape architects and 
arboriculturists is encouraged where feasible. 

The Highways Act 1980 requires that trees and 
other vegetation do not obstruct the passage of 
users. Dundee City Council requires a minimum 
clearance over any part of a footpath of 2.3m and 
4.5m over the carriageway.

Limited planting of new trees may take place 
within visibility splays, but only where this would 
not significantly compromise forward visibility. 
Within visibility splays and forward visibility 
envelopes, ground cover shrub planting up to 
a maximum potential growth height of 0.6m is 
considered acceptable. Developers must engage 
at the planning stage with the City Development 
Department when selecting street tree species, to 
ensure canopies do not spread over the adopted 
road, root protection measures are agreed 
in advance, and conflicts with existing utility 
locations are avoided.

Verges

The Street Hierarchy Technical Table (Appendix 
B) must be referred to for appropriate verge 
dimensions.

All grass verges adjacent to the highway should 
include a hard-paved mowing strip. Where 
possible, the adoption of Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS) (such as filter strips) as an 
alternative to grass verges is strongly encouraged.
Grass should not be used where vehicles or 
pedestrians are likely to overrun. In such areas 
the design should be amended, for example; to 
include planting, shrubs, or bollards to prevent 
overrunning.

Green verges can be supported with bollards to 
prevent overrunning

Maintenance and Accessibility 
Considerations

Solar shading from street trees and other green 
infrastructure is encouraged as a way to build 
climate resilience. Consideration should be given 
to maintenance arrangements of landscaping 

adjacent to pedestrian corridors, to avoid 
undergrowth and thickened shrubbery taking over 
the paved surface and tree canopies drooping 
to head height. Pavement grills for street trees 
should be considered carefully where they are in 
proximity to the pedestrian corridor.

Blue Infrastructure

Scottish Water and DCC recognise the need to 
develop new ways to manage intense rainfall 
and stormwater flooding to create future-
proofed, flood-resilient communities. The Water 
Resilient Dundee (WRD) partnership aims to 
jointly plan and sustainably manage water in 
the city of Dundee to help the city respond to 
climate change now and for future generations. 
Proposals for applications must comply with 
The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2011 as amended which 
states that buildings, roads, yards or any other 
built developments, or construction sites for 
such developments that drain to the water 
environment must be drained by SUDS. 

Designs which do not effectively manage surface 
water run-off, or support the ambitions for 
Dundee to become a water-resilient city, shall be 
refused through the planning process.

Development proposals which create, expand 
or enhance opportunities for natural flood 
risk management, including blue and green 
infrastructure, will be supported.
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Sustainable Drainage Systems 
(SuDS)

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) are a 
well‑recognised method of managing surface 
water in an environmentally friendly and 
economical manner, delivering multiple benefits in 
line with the CIRIA SuDS Manual. When designed 
appropriately, SuDS manage water quantity by 
controlling runoff and reducing flood risk, improve 
water quality by filtering pollutants before they 
reach the water environment, enhance amenity 
through attractive, usable green spaces, and 
support biodiversity by creating and connecting 
habitats. Streets should use appropriate SuDS 
techniques as relevant to the context in order 
to minimise environmental impacts and support 
climate resiliency.

Surface water discharging to the water 
environment from new development must be 
treated by SuDS except for single houses or where 
discharge is to coastal waters. All proposals should 
presume no surface water connection to the 
combined sewer system.

The design of an integrated sustainable urban 
drainage system needs to be considered by the 
developer at an early stage to ensure the benefits 
of such a system are fully realised within the 
proposed development.

SuDS should be designed so that the water 

level during a 1:200 year rainstorm event plus 
allowances for climate change and future urban 
expansion is at least 600mm below finished floor 
levels. 

All reasonable steps must be taken to ensure 
the surface water discharge will not result in the 
pollution of the receiving water environment.

A schedule detailing inspection and maintenance 
arrangements for the entire drainage system must 
be prepared in accordance with DCC Technical 
Guidance Surface Water Drainage Design and 
FRA Requirements 4.3.9 / Appendix 5.

Early dialogue with DCC Environment teams is 
encouraged to ensure appropriate maintenance of 
SuDS features are agreed.

The CIRIA SuDS Manual (C753) 2015 covers the 
planning, design, construction and maintenance of 
SuDS to assist with their effective implementation. 
It provides detailed, technical guidance on a 
broad range of drainage topics. This manual must 
be referred to by developers for the technical 
expectations of drainage in street design. 

Applicants must ensure that the Surface Water 
Drainage Design & Flood Risk Assessment 
Technical Guidance is referred to for the design of 
surface water drainage/SuDS and the preparation 
of Flood Risk Assessments associated with new 
development sites within the Dundee City Council 
boundary.

See further information:

	▪ DCC Technical Guidance Surface Water 
Drainage Design

	▪ FRA Requirements- Section 3

Swales can help to mitigate surface water run off

  

SUDs along the carriageway
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Foul Water

The design of any open bodies of water shall 
comply with the R.O.S.P.A guidance.

Certain categories of. run-off may be categorised 
as ‘High Risk’ in terms of water quality and these 
areas will discharge to the ‘Foul Water’ sewers 
with the agreement of Scottish Water.

Separate discussions should take place with 
Scottish Water on all matters relating to Foul 
Drainage.

Surface Water Drainage

Surface Water Drainage

a) 	Surface water drainage may be designed to 
accept roof water and surface water draining 
from within the curtilage of the adjacent 
property, together with the surface water from 
the road. In these particular circumstances the 
developer must comply with the requirements 
of the City Development Department.

b) 	Where, in exceptional circumstances, a positive 
connection to a suitable surface water outfall 
cannot be provided for carriageway drainage 
the City Development Department may permit 
the use of a suitably designed soakaway 
system. Soakaways must be positioned outwith 
the carriageway or footway areas and be easily 
accessible for cleaning.

c) 	The size and gradient of surface water pipe 
lines should be calculated using a recognised 
method. The minimum pipe size is 150mm 
diameter.

Channels

a) 	Channel gradients should not be flatter than 
1 in 200. Where the grade is necessarily 
flatter than 1 in 200 (sags, crests, etc.) special 
measures will be necessary and advice 
should be sought from the City Development 
Department.

b) 	Footway drainage should be provided by 
offlets through orover the edge kerb or, where 
suitable, by gully.

c) 	Unconventional layouts may lead to the choice 
of channels with cobbles inverts and other 
variations from the specification and sizes, 
and these should be discussed with the City 
Development Department. 

d) 	Bedding for cobbles and concrete blocks should 
be Class 30/10 concrete.

Gullies

a) 	The spacing of gullies has been determined in 
accordance with DMRB CD 526. The spacing 
may require to be reduced according to the 
road layout e.g. junctions, sags, crests, etc. 
and advice should be sought from the City 
Development Department.

b) 	The Design Criteria is as follows:-

	▪ Rainfall of 50mm/hour
	▪ Crossfall of 1 in 40 (2.5%)
	▪ Manning’s Roughness Coefficient (n) of 0.010
	▪ Width of Channel flow of 0.5m

For large, irregularly shaped areas, the empirically 
derived formula of one gully for each 200sq.m. 
of catchment may be used. Additional gullies or 
storm gratings will be required where gradients 
are steeper than 1 in 20 or flatter than 1 in 200.

c) 	A gully should be positioned, irrespective of 
design spacings, as follows:

1) 	Just upstream of the tangent point at road 
junctions.

2) 	Short of the point where adverse camber is 
removed when applying super-elevation.

3) 	At any local low point.

d) 	Gully Pots should be externally trapped where 
connected to a foul sewer. They should be set 
on a 150mm bed of 22.5/20.0 concrete and 
surrounded by 150mm of the same concrete. 
Any under-building or raising pieces should 
be to the approval of the City Development 
Department. Where, for local geographical 
reasons, untrapped gullies could be used, 
the prior approval of the City Development 
Department and other interested bodies must 
be obtained, e.g. River Authority.
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e) 	Gully gratings and frames should be of a robust 
D400 specification, with a standard clear 
opening of 600×600mm

f) 	Where requested by the City Development 
Department, gully gratings should be captive.

g) 	Gully connections should be brought to within 
1m of the surface at the gully joint, and all 
pipes within 1m of the surface should be 
surrounded with 150mm of 22.5/20.0 concrete.

Other

For all other drainage features pertaining to street 
design, reference must be made to the CIRIA SuDS 
Manual (C753) 2015.

Maintenance

The Council will apply planning conditions or 
Section 75 obligations to planning permissions 
to make suitable provision for the long-term 
maintenance of green infrastructure (including 
open space and landscaping associated with 
Sustainable Drainage Systems) in new housing 
developments, based on the following options:

1) 	 Green and blue infrastructure may fall under 
the future maintenance responsibilities of 
different departments within Dundee City 
Council. Early discussion and agreement with 
the relevant teams must be sought early in the 
design process. This is subject to appropriate 
agreements with the developer over the 
landscaping scheme and annual maintenance, 
including payment of a commuted sum to 
cover annual maintenance costs; or

2) 	a developer may lay out the green 
infrastructure, transfer the land to a suitable 
third party, and either: 

a) 	pay a commuted sum to cover maintenance 
costs; or

b) 	hand over the maintenance costs to 
residents of the new development.

This latter option should be clearly set out in the 
sale agreement so residents agree to effectively 
share the cost of maintaining green infrastructure 
on an annual basis.

Maintenance arrangements for all planted areas 
need to be established at an early stage and must 
be approved with Dundee City Council. 

The ongoing improvement of green infrastructure 
through developer contributions may be 
considered.

See also

	▪ Green Infrastructure: Design and Placemaking 
	▪ CIRIA SuDS Manual C753 201
	▪ Technical Guidance Surface Water Drainage 

Design and Flood Risk Assessment 
requirements June 2020

	▪ Scottish Government Water-resilient places- 
surface water management and blue-green 
infrastructure: policy framework

	▪ DCC Green Network 
	▪ Trees in Hard Landscapes: A Guide for 

Delivery
	▪ Trees in Townscapes: A Guide for Decision 

Makers
	▪ Water Resilient Dundee
	▪ DMRB CD 526 - Spacing of Road Gullies
	▪ DMRB CG 501 - Design of Highway Drainage 

Systems
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7.5 Street Lighting
All street lighting must be designed in 
accordance with the current edition of 
BS 5489-1:2020.

Street lighting plays an important role in 
establishing the sense of safety and personal 
security when using a street and its attractiveness 
to users. Development proposals must be 
designed to incorporate safety measures and 
ensure the safety of all users. 

Safety

	▪ Detailed requirements that developers must 
follow to ensure the apparatus installed is safe 
and complies with regulations.

	▪ Placement of lighting columns avoids 
obstructing pedestrian or cycle movement, 
maintains sightlines, and ensures safe 
maintenance access.

	▪ Lighting is required to adequately illuminate 
carriageways, footways, crossings, cycle routes, 
and traffic calming features to improve visibility 
and pedestrian safety.

Equity

	▪ Transparent developer obligations: Clearly 
defines responsibilities, processes, and Council 
oversight, helping ensure all developers are 
held to the same standards.

	▪ Statutory safety compliance: Mandating 
adherence to health, safety, and electrical 
regulations supports fairness and public well-
being.

	▪ Damage accountability: Ensures developers are 
responsible for repairs and hazards they cause, 
protecting public interests.

Sustainability

	▪ Adaptive lighting technology: Promotes efficient 
use of energy resources and lower operational 
emissions over the asset's lifecycle.

	▪ Material specification controls: Use of 
approved, date-marked equipment helps track 
lifecycle performance and supports sustainable 
asset management.

	▪ Minimised ecological impact: Cycle route 
lighting considerations encourage balancing 
infrastructure with biodiversity preservation.

Accessibility

	▪ Design integration with footways and cycle 
paths: Prioritises clear pedestrian and cycle user 
movement without obstruction.

	▪ Lighting uniformity at crossings: Enhances 
visibility and supports mobility for vulnerable 
road users (e.g. those with sight or mobility 
impairments).

	▪ Developer guidance to prevent street furniture 
disputes: Protects equitable access to shared 
outdoor spaces.

Climate Resilience

	▪ Energy efficiency through smart systems: 
Reduces the carbon footprint and supports 
long-term resilience against energy resource 
scarcity.

	▪ Resilient infrastructure planning: Provisions 
for safe maintenance access and regulated 
installation methods protect assets from 
climate-driven disruption.
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Locating Street Lighting

Lighting should be planned as an integral part of 
the street layout design and should illuminate 
both the carriageway and footway.

Street lighting should be integrated into the street 
furniture landscape, whilst providing adequate 
illumination. The impact of street lighting columns 
should be assessed in terms of its impact on visibility. 

Lighting columns should be placed so they do not 
obstruct pedestrian movement on footway, with 
a preference for columns to be located either at 
the rear of the footway or wall mounted. Columns 
must never be located in the carriageway space.

Lighting columns proposed in remote locations 
must be sited with consideration for safe and 
practical maintenance access.

Adaptive and Energy Efficient 
Lighting

The application of adaptive lighting throughout 
a public lighting installations operational life will 
bring significant revenue savings in the form of 
energy and carbon consumption reduction.

Lighting of Crossings

The approach to crossings and the carriageway 
crossing area should be illuminated to a uniform level.

Active Travel Route Lighting

Lighting provision for off-carriageway active 
travel routes, including footways, shared paths 
and cycle tracks, should comply with highway 
standards to support user safety and accessibility. 
The lighting design must carefully consider the 
availability of nearby electrical infrastructure, 
energy consumption, potential light pollution, and 
ecological sensitivity.

In urban settings, lighting is essential to ensure 
visibility and personal security for people walking, 
wheeling and cycling, especially during hours of 
darkness. In contrast, routes located outside built-
up areas and primarily intended for recreational 
use are generally not expected to require lighting, 
except where specific safety concerns exist, such 
as at designated crossings, junctions or where the 
route runs adjacent to a carriageway.

Lighting columns must not be placed within a 
cycle track or footway. If space for the placement 
of the columns is limited, they must be placed as 
far back on the footway/cycle track as possible.

Guidance on the lighting of cycling infrastructure 
is provided in the Institution of Lighting 
Professionals, Professional Lighting Guide 23: 
Lighting for Cycling Infrastructure.

Lighting for Road Humps

There must be an adequate system of carriageway 
lighting in the vicinity of a road hump. Minimum 
standards are specified in chapter 4 of the Road 
Hump (Scotland) Regulations 1998.

Requirements for New 
Developments

The installation provided will, in all respects, be 
acceptable to the Council and must be designed 
and constructed to comply with the current 
Regulations for Electrical Installations (18th 
Edition), BS7671 published by the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers, London and the British 
Standards Institution and (BS 5489), Code of 
Practice for the Design of Road Lighting.

The Street Hierarchy shall determine the lighting 
and type requirements subject to any amending 
requirements which shall reasonably be required 
by the Council’s Street Lighting Partnership (SLP) 
team.

If the developer chooses to utilise the Council’s 
own internal design service, the developer shall 
supply the most up to date agreed road layout 
showing constraints, such as driveways and trees 
and elevations showing windows and other 
features which may interact with street lighting 
and any potential electric vehicle charging points. 

7.5 Street Lighting Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance63

1 2 3 4 5 6 8 9 10
7

67



Whether the design is undertaken by the 
Developer or the Council, the Developer must 
arrange a meeting with the Council’s Street 
Lighting Section to agree conditions and have 
the design brief approved. It is the Developer’s 
responsibility to consult the Council’s Sustainable 
Transport & Roads Division to determine any 
requirements for illuminated signage which must 
be included as part of the design and discussions.

Street lighting and electric vehicle (EV) 
charging assets must be designed and installed 
independently due to differences in their 
earthing arrangements, whilst complying with 
the requirements of the IET Guide To Highway 
Electrical Street Furniture.

All street lighting designs must be approved by 
Dundee City Council before construction consent 
is granted.

The Developer must advise all potential house 
purchasers of the position of street furniture 
to avoid future disputes. Once a design has 
been agreed, any changes at the request of the 
Developer or a purchaser must be approved by 
the Council’s Street Lighting section. All costs 
associated with agreed design amendments 
and changes in position will be borne by the 
developer.

In instances where the lighting associated with a 
modification or new development involves work 
on existing contiguous Council equipment, this 

work will be carried out by the Council at the 
Developer’s expense. This includes equipment 
which is to be removed as a result of the 
development. It is the Developer’s responsibility 
to inform the Council that work is about to begin 
and to arrange for the Council to make safe and 
remove any redundant equipment before any 
site work is started. Developers must provide 
the council with a minimum 30 days’ notice in 
advance for removal of existing equipment. 

It is the Developer’s responsibility to ensure all 
site operatives are aware of any Council street 
lighting equipment and cables on or adjacent to 
the site. In accordance with the requirements 
of the New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 
(NRSWA), the Developer must take all necessary 
precautions to prevent damage to such equipment 
and to safeguard public and worker safety during 
activities in its vicinity. Any damage to, or hazard 
involving, street lighting equipment caused by 
site operations must be reported immediately to 
Dundee City Council’s SLP team.

Specification – General

When details of the street lighting have been 
agreed, the Developer’s contractor must arrange 
a prestart meeting with the Council’s lighting 
representative to ensure that the contractor fully 
understands all installation requirements.

All associated electrical works shall be carried 

out by a competent NICEIC registered electrical 
contractor.

A programme of works shall be provided before 
the start of any works. In addition, to allow 
for inspection, the contractor shall inform the 
Council’s SLP as follows:

(a) 48 hours’ notice before the Developer intends 
to commence setting out column positions.

(b) 24 hours’ notice before any track excavation is 
backfilled.

(c) 48 hours before erecting columns and pulling 
cables through ducts.

(d) 48 hours before test and inspection prior 
putting the system into operation.

Developers who fail to give adequate notice of 
intention of works may be required to carry out 
excavation of finished works at their expense to 
prove that the installation has been installed to 
the City Development Department’s specification.

Prior to commencement of work affecting the 
existing road a “Consent to Execute Work in the 
Road” under Section 56 of the Roads (Scotland) 
Act 1984 must be obtained from the Network 
Manager. “Permission to Place and Maintain 
Apparatus in/under the Road” must also be 
obtained, when necessary, under Section 61 of 
the same act. The Roads Authority must give 28 
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days’ notice of their intention to grant permission 
to those statutory undertakers likely to be affected 
and the developers must take this into account 
when programming the works. Any deviations 
from the scheduled programme of road lighting 
works must be notified to the City Development 
Department immediately.

All work shall be carried out in a good 
workmanlike manner using proper tools, 
equipment and methods of working and in 
compliance with all legislation and codes of 
practice following from the Health and Safety at 
Work Act 1974. Traffic Management requirements 
in accordance with the Code of Practice under 
the New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 must 
be adhered to at all times. Failure to comply 
with statutory safety requirements will result 
in immediate suspension of the works. It is 
recommended that the developer employs only 
lighting contractors on the Council’s current 
approved list of contractors for that category of 
work. A list will be made available on request.

Material Specification

The developer will provide all equipment and 
materials in accordance with the Council’s 
road lighting material/equipment specification. 
Lanterns, lamps, photosensors and columns 
should be permanently marked with the date of 
installation.

Work Specification

The developer will carry out all works in 
accordance with Dundee City Council road lighting 
works specification and standard detail drawings. 

Developer's Responsibility

The developer is to ensure that the street 
lighting is installed, inspected, inspected, tested 
and commissioned as houses/ development 
progresses. All testing activity must be witnessed 
by a representative of the Council's SLP team 
to verify compliance. Notification of any street 
lighting commissioned should be passed to the 
City Development Department along with any 
partial test certificates. This will allow the street 
lighting to be added to the normal street lighting 
inspection regime.

The Developer will be required to sign an 
undertaking to comply with all terms and 
conditions of the Construction Consent relating 
to street lighting. Two copies of this undertaking 
will be issued with a letter approving the design, 
one of which must be signed and returned the 
Street Lighting Section. The Construction Consent 
will not be valid until this signed undertaking is 
received by the Street Lighting Section.

Record Information

A developer who does not use Dundee City 
Council’s design service, must submit a completed 
Design Certificate (signed by the designer) 
along with a detailed plan, specification and bill 
of quantities for the approval of the Executive 
Director of City Development.

A detailed “As Built” drawing complying with the 
requirements of the Street Lighting Section must 
be passed to the City Development Department 
by the developer. This drawing must show 
the accurate location of underground cables, 
cable access chambers, ducts and columns 
together with details of the make and type of 
the equipment provided as soon as all or part of 
the site is completed and at least 5 working days 
prior to inspection and testing. If requested, the 
Street Lighting Section will prepare the “As Built” 
drawing at the developer's expense.

Inspection of Works

The City Development Department will inspect 
the work during various stages of construction. 
It is the Developer’s responsibility to inform 
the Street Lighting Section when these stages 
are reached and to give notice of the need for 
inspection. In accordance with Section 140(6) 
of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, Dundee City 
Council - the City Development Department will 
recover the costs of these inspections from the 
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developer. Any deviation from the specified work 
or materials found during the inspections must be 
rectified. The contractor shall provide the lighting 
representative with platform viewing facilities 
free of charge to inspect lanterns etc. both at the 
start of maintenance and adoption inspections. 
Any inspection equipment provided must have 
a current safety certificate and be operated by 
a suitably qualified operator in accordance with 
recognised safety standards and the instructions 
of the equipment manufacturer. Where Dundee 
City Council’s SLP is awarded the contract for 
street lighting installation, all inspection will 
be included as part of the contract and at no 
additional cost.

Commissioning of Installation

Prior to bringing the system, or any part of it, 
into operation it must be tested. The Developer 
will however ensure that street lighting for the 
development, or any part of it, is brought into 
operation as soon as properties are ready for 
occupation, as far as is reasonably practical. After 
first commissioning of the complete system, the 
system will enter a “maintenance period” of one 
year during which time maintenance, energy costs 
and damage liability will remain the responsibility 
of the Developer. At the end of the maintenance 
period, the Developer will arrange for a final 
inspection and test under the same conditions as 
the initial test. If a period of more than 18 months 
elapses the entire system must be retested. If 

the developer has purchased or provided the 
luminaires, it is their responsibility to ensure that 
the warranty for such is transferred to Dundee 
City Council before adoption takes place. 

Routine Inspection

The Developer will inform the City Development 
Department as soon as any new street lighting is 
brought into operation so that it can be added to 
the inspection list where routine safety checks will 
be conducted. 

Notwithstanding this, the developer will be 
responsible for the maintenance of the installation 
until adoption by the Council.

Notice of incorrect operation of any part of the 
installation found during the course of regular 
inspection will be passed to the Developer by the 
Executive Director of City Development and all 
necessary repair works must be carried out by 
the Developer at his cots within five working days 
of receipt of notice. (Emergencies are excluded 
and these will be dealt with immediately by the 
Council with the costs being recharged to the 
Developer).

Electricity Supply Services

Provision of unmetered electricity supply for 
private developments shall be arranged by the 
Developer who should liaise directly with SSE.

All costs of electricity before and during the 
maintenance period will be met by the Developer.

Where Dundee City Council is contracted to 
install the lighting system, it will remain the 
responsibility of the Developer to arrange for 
the electrical supply, but the Developer will not 
be responsible for energy costs following testing 
and commissioning. Systems installed by Dundee 
City Council will be adopted immediately after 
testing and commissioning without the need for a 
maintenance period.

Security

The developer will ensure that adequate insurance 
is available to cover all claims resulting from faulty 
workmanship, installation, plant and equipment 
associated with the installation during the period 
for which the developer has responsibility.
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Damage

The developer will also be responsible for 
making good damage to the lighting installation 
by unknown persons during the one-year 
maintenance period.

Adoption

One year after receipt of acceptable record 
information and satisfactory completion of design, 
construction, installation and test certificates, the 
developer may apply to the Council for adoption of 
the lighting installation.

The Developer should then submit a final completed 
certificate for an inspection and test which has 
been witnessed by a representative of Dundee City 
Council’s SLP.

After approval, the Executive Director of City 
Development will recommend to Dundee City Council 
that future maintenance of the lighting installation 
covered by the Construction Consent will be the 
responsibility of the City Development Department.

It should be noted that any phasing of the works 
which results in the use of a common control pillar 
or tying into an existing streetlight maintained by the 
Developer, then adoption of the whole installation will 
not take place until the last streetlight is installed and 
has successfully completed its maintenance period.

A well lit street with good natural surveillance.
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7.6 Junctions
Safety

	▪ Junction layouts, gradients, and crossfalls must 
meet national geometric and visibility standards 
to ensure predictable, low‑risk movements for 
all users.

	▪ Visibility envelopes, stopping sight distances, 
and clear sightlines between drivers and 
pedestrians are required to prevent collisions.

	▪ Carriageway widening, curve radii, and gradient 
limits are specified to maintain vehicle stability 
and safe navigation of bends and junctions.

	▪ Gate positioning, planting controls, and junction 
spacing are regulated to avoid obstructions, 
blind spots, and unsafe access points.

Equity

	▪ Standardised junction types and layout 
guidance ensure consistent treatment across 
developments, promoting fairness in road 
design.

	▪ Visibility requirements for all users, especially 
the emphasis on pedestrian visibility, support 
safer environments regardless of age or ability.

Sustainability

	▪ Use of existing national design standards 
(DMRB) minimises resource duplication and 
supports efficient, tried-and-tested geometric 
layouts.

	▪ Guidance on tree and shrub planting promotes 
responsible landscaping and integration of 
green infrastructure within street environments.

Accessibility

	▪ Visibility provisions at junctions and crossings 
enhance safety for all users, including 
pedestrians and those with mobility or sensory 
impairments.

	▪ Crossfall and gradient guidance ensures 
footways and roads are navigable, particularly 
for wheelchair users, pushchairs, and people 
with reduced mobility.

	▪ Controls on gate placement prevent obstruction 
of footways, preserving clear pedestrian access 
and ensuring inclusive movement.

Climate Resilience

	▪ Gradient and curve design recommendations 
reduce the likelihood of water pooling, surface 
degradation, and vehicle loss of control during 
adverse weather.

	▪ Sight distance and visibility checks strengthen 
junction safety during low-visibility conditions 
such as fog, snow, or rain.
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Junctions – General

The selection of junction type should reflect 
both the functional classification of the road 
and the nature of the development it serves. 
Standard layouts appropriate to a range of access 
scenarios are illustrated in the Technical Drawings 
(Appendix A) figures 21 to 26.

All junctions must demonstrate compliance 
with applicable geometric standards, visibility 
requirements, and layout principles to ensure 
safe and efficient integration with the public 
road network. Developers are recommended to 
engage with the City Development department 
for junction design's which deviate from the 
illustrated layouts.

Junctions between private accesses and public 
roads are considered private in nature and will not 
be adopted for maintenance beyond the point of 
connection with the public road.

Gates shall be set back to allow all vehicles to sit 
completely off the road and footway when the 
gates are closed. Gates should open inwards so 
as to cause no obstruction to the public road or 
footway.

Visibility Requirements

At all junctions and footway crossings, a visibility 
envelope should be provided in accordance 
with the requirements set out in DMRB CD 123: 
Geometric design of at-grade priority and signal-
controlled junctions.

NOTES

1 Full forward visibility must be provided in 
accordance with DMRB CD109: Highway Link 
Design at locations which involve right turn 
manoeuvres across the on-coming traffic lane. 

2. It is essential in locations where pedestrians 
emerge onto the road that the view between the 
pedestrian and motorist is similarly unimpeded. 
In certain situations, pedestrian barriers may be 
appropriate.

Stopping Sight Distance and Full Overtaking Sight 
Distance for all new development roads shall be 
assessed in both horizontal and vertical planes 
in accordance with the requirements set out in 
DMRB CD 109: Highway Link Design.

Based on the requirements in DMRB CD 109 and 
CD 123, the ‘y’ distances for different categories of 
road are given in the Tables below.

Visibility Distance
Type of 

Major Road
Design 

Speed kph
Desired Visibility Distance
X metres Y metres

Primary 
Distributor

100 
95 

70 (min)

9 
98 
9

215 
160 
120

District 
Distributor

60 
50

9 
9

90 
70

Local 
Distributor 50 9 70

Minor 
Road 50 9 60
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X distances are modified according to the type of 
junction as given below

Type of 
junction

X distance (metres)
Desirable Minimum

A&B 
C&D 

E

2.4 
6.0 
9.0

2.4 
2.4 
4.5

Planting Adjacent to Public Roads

In addition to sight line requirements, tree and 
shrub planting is subject to statutory controls 
under Section 92 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 
1984. Any planting within 5m of the edge of a 
carriageway of a public road or a prospectively 
maintainable road requires permission from the 
Council.

Gradients and Crossfalls

The desirable range of longitudinal gradient for 
public roads lies between 6% and 1% but these 
limits may be exceeded over short distances 
where site conditions make this necessary. 
Gradients out with the above range will always 
require specific approval and where footways 
are adjacent to the carriageway the particular 
requirements of pedestrians must be considered.

At side road junctions, the gradient over the first 
10m of the side road should not exceed 1 in 30 
particularly where the higher categories of road 
or types of junctions are concerned. This may 
be relaxed to 1 in 15 over the first 10 metres for 
junction types C, D and E on road categories 1, 
2 and 3. This shall be regarded as the absolute 
maximum gradient.

For junction types A and B on road categories 4 
and 5, a gradient of 1 in 10 should be regarded as 
the absolute maximum however, care should be 
taken to avoid sharp changes in gradients where 
vehicles may bottom.

Carriageway crossfalls and superelevation’s should 
normally be 1 in 40 and a maximum of 1 in 20 
where the desirable curve radii can be achieved. 
Footway crossfalls should normally be 1 in 40 and 
verges and service strips 1 in 20.

Junction Spacing

All junctions between roads should be formed at 
right angles except in special circumstances where 
other design considerations cannot be met. The 
junction spacings should be as in the following 
table.

Carriageway Widening on Single 
Track Roads

The need for widening on curves depends upon 
the radius and the length of curve. The table 
below shows the increased widths required on 90° 
bends, on single track roads having a basic 3.5m 
width. The widening shown is that required to 
minimise the risk of overriding kerbs or verges. For 
radii of less than 15m on single track roads a 4m 
width should still suffice provided the deflection 
is no more than about 45°. If the deflection is 90° 
a width of 5.5m is required on the bend with a 
minimum radius of 10m.

Curve Radius (metres) Road Width Required 
(metres)

15 
30 
45 
60 
75 

150 
300

4.0 
3.5 
3.3 
3.2 
3.1 
3.0 
3.0

See also

	▪ DMRB CD 109 Highway Link design
	▪ DMRB CD 123: Geometric design of at-grade 

priority and signal-controlled junctions.
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7.7 Safety in Design
The guidance given in this document and 
the materials specified do not diminish the 
responsibility of the developer and designers 
to ensure that due regard is given to health 
and safety issues through the whole life of the 
development.

The Developer shall ensure that issues of 
‘buildability’ and ‘maintainability’ are adequately 
addressed. This shall include responsibilities under 
the Health and Safety at Work Act and subsequent 
regulations such as the CDM (Construction (Design 
and Management)) Regulations.
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7.8 Vehicle Tracking 
and Turning

Safety

	▪ Turning facilities must allow vehicles to exit in a 
forward direction to avoid reversing hazards and 
reduce collision risk.

	▪ Designs must accommodate the largest vehicles 
expected to use them regularly to ensure safe 
manoeuvring.

	▪ Clearance strips around turning areas protect 
pedestrians, infrastructure, and vehicle 
movement.

Equity

	▪ Standardised design types (residential, 
industrial, car, and bus) promote fair and 
consistent treatment across developments and 
user groups.

	▪ Inclusion of service and emergency vehicles 
ensures that all areas, regardless of scale or 
socioeconomic context, receive safe and reliable 
public services.

	▪ Clearance strip provisions around turning 
heads support equitable access for pedestrians, 
including those using mobility aids.

Sustainability

	▪ Discouragement of overscaled industrial 
turning heads unless necessary helps reduce 
land take and excess hard surfacing, preserving 
greenspace where possible.

	▪ Turning heads which are designed to provide 
adequate manoeuvrability and minimise 
operational risk. Ensuring all vehicle types can 
be accommodated while promoting the efficient 
and sustainable use of land and resources.

Accessibility

	▪ Footway-based clearance strips improve 
pedestrian safety and allow adequate space for 
movement, particularly helpful for wheelchair 
users, pushchairs, and visually impaired 
individuals.

	▪ Avoidance of reversing manoeuvres on public 
roads protects vulnerable road users and 
preserves a comfortable environment for all 
modes of travel.

Climate Resilience

	▪ Turning head geometry and clearance 
requirements support effective drainage and 
maintenance access, helping prevent water 
pooling and surface degradation.

	▪ Overhang margins and verge design offer space 
for potential vegetation and permeable surfaces 
that can contribute to runoff management and 
biodiversity.
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Turning Heads

Road layouts should be designed to avoid the 
need for service vehicles to reverse on the 
public road. This objective can be achieved by 
incorporating loop roads connected to Local 
Distributor Roads or by providing turning circles 
of adequate dimensions at the ends of all cul-de-
sacs.

Where space constraints prevent the provision 
of a turning circle, a turning head must be 
provided. The design of any turning facility must 
accommodate the swept path of the largest 
vehicle expected to use it regularly. In residential 
areas, this includes refuse collection vehicles, 
delivery vans, and emergency service vehicles; in 
industrial, commercial, or retail settings, provision 
should be made for articulated vehicles up to 15 
metres in length. Parking must not be permitted 
within turning heads to ensure unobstructed 
manoeuvring space for service and emergency 
vehicles.

Turning Head Types

There are three main types of turning heads 
categorised in accordance with their use.

Standard Turning Head

The standard turning head for a residential area 
is designed for the turning of most service type 
vehicles found in residential areas, see Technical 
Drawings (Appendix A) figures 2 to 5.

Industrial Turning Head

The industrial type turning head is for use in 
industrial and commercial areas. It should be 
noted, however, due to the large size of turning 
head required and the associated difficulty in 
turning large vehicles that service of access roads 
in commercial and industrial areas are better 
looped where possible, see Technical Drawings 
(Appendix A) figures 9 to 12.

Clearances

A 2.0m clearance strip, formed as a verge or 
footway and included within the adoptable road, 
must be provided around all turning heads. 
For industrial turning heads this requirement 
remains unless otherwise specified. In exceptional 
cases, and subject to approval from the City 
Development Department, a reduction from the 
standard 2.0m width may be considered; however, 
no reduction is permitted at the ends of T‑shaped 
turning heads or on circular turning heads.

Bus Turning Heads

The turning requirements for buses should be 
based on industrial turning heads.

Alternative Turning Heads

Less formal turning head shapes may be 
acceptable on minor roads and access streets, as 
shown in Technical Drawings (Appendix A) figures 
13 to 16, provided they retain standard turning 
dimensions and include a 2.0m wide overhang 
margin.

Minimum Turning Heads for Cars

The minimum turning head accommodates a 4.9m 
car and includes a 0.5m clearance strip. Enlarging 
the area is encouraged where feasible to improve 
manoeuvrability.

Turning heads are required where direct access 
is onto Category 1 to 4 roads. They are desirable 
to ensure vehicles can enter and exit in a 
forward direction, thereby enhancing safety and 
maintaining the free flow of traffic.

Passing Places

Where physical constraints prevent compliance 
with the dimensions, see Technical Drawings 
(Appendix A) figure 18, particularly at critical 
locations such as bends where intervisibility is 
essential, the City Development Department must 
be consulted.
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7.9 Traffic Signs and 
Road Markings

Safety

	▪ Guidance on the details of traffic signs and 
road markings to ensure safe movements for 
pedestrians, cycle users and vehicles.

	▪ Minimum mounting heights, lateral clearances, 
and pole placement standards prevent 
obstructions and protect pedestrians, cycle 
users, and vehicles.

	▪ Specifications for materials, illumination, and 
vandal resistance maintain sign legibility and 
reliability in all conditions.

Equity

	▪ Standardised sign and road marking 
specifications apply equally across residential, 
industrial, car‑oriented, and bus‑served areas, 
ensuring consistent levels of safety and service 
quality city‑wide.

Sustainability

	▪ Use of long‑life materials such as galvanised 
steel poles and thermoplastic road markings 
reduces maintenance frequency and whole‑life 
environmental impacts. 
 

 
Accessibility 

	▪ Road markings and signage layouts compliant 
with national standards provide predictable 
and understandable environments for all users, 
including those with cognitive or sensory 
impairments. 

	▪ Restrictions on pole placement and sign 
location maintain clear pedestrian routes and 
reduce potential obstructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Climate Resilience 

	▪ Guidance on sign placement, verge design, and 
turning head geometry allows for adequate 
drainage, maintenance access, and reduced risk 
of water pooling or surface deterioration.

	▪ Coordinated design of illuminated signs 
with street lighting enables more efficient 
infrastructure planning and resilience to 
weather and operational stresses.
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General

Road Markings and Traffic Signs are to be 
provided by the Developer and should be in 
accordance with Traffic Signs Regulations and 
General Directions (2016) and the Traffic Signs 
Manual.

The final details of markings and signs are to be 
agreed with the City Development Department.

‘Traffic Sign’ means any object or device 
(permanent or temporary) for conveying to 
road users, or any specified class of traffic on 
roads, warnings, information, requirements or 
prohibitions of any description, as specified in the 
Road Traffic Regulation Acts.

Unless otherwise stated the ‘mounting height’ 
refers to the distance between the bottom of the 
sign face and ground level below the sign.

Traffic Sign Specification

The size, colour, type, and method of illumination 
for all traffic signs must comply with the 
requirements set out in the Traffic Signs 
Regulations and General Directions (TSRGD), 
including any subsequent amendments or 
supplementary guidance.

The design, construction, siting, and mounting of 
signs must comply with the Traffic Signs Manual.

Sign faces shall be installed in accordance with the 
MCHW and be compliant with the in the Traffic 
Signs Manual. Signpost and foundation shall 
be designed to BS EN 12899-1 and Eurocode 7. 
Passively safe posts are acceptable where required 
to BS EN 12767.

Where signs are positioned above footways or 
other pedestrian areas, a minimum mounting 
height of 2.3m is recommended. A minimum 
clearance of 2400 mm shall be maintained over 
any cycle track or shared cycle track/footway. 
Where there is no likelihood of pedestrians or 
cycle users passing beneath the sign the mounting 
height may be reduced to 1.5m.

On the central islands of roundabouts, the 
mounting height of the combined signs to 
diagrams 515 and 606 may be reduced to 1m 
measured from the kerb level to the bottom of 
centre chevron.

Traffic signs greater than 0.3 sq. m in area shall 
not be fixed to street lighting column.

The minimum lateral clearance of any part of a 
sign to the carriageway shall be 0.5m. On a higher 
speed roads with speed limit greater than 40mph, 
the minimum lateral clearance of any part of a 
sign to the carriageway shall be 1.2m.

Supporting poles should be located to avoid 
obstructing the footway and a minimum effective 
footway width of 1.5m must be maintained past 
the sign poles.

Where illuminated traffic bollards are required, 
they shall be base lit and vandal resistant.

Only Transport Scotland or the Local Roads 
Authority may cause or permit traffic signs to be 
placed on or near any public road. Accordingly, 
proposals for the erection of a traffic sign or signs 
must be submitted to the Executive Director of 
City Development for approval by the Council. The 
City Development Department may at the same 
time give advice as to the extent, colour, type, 
size, siting details, and materials to be used and of 
the costs to be borne by the requesting body.

Pedestrian and Cyclist Signage

The developer may be required to include 
pedestrian and/or cyclist signage within or 
adjacent to the development. Any such sigage will 
be consistent with exisitng directional signage in 
Dundee according to guidance given by Dundee 
City Council’s relevant Outdoor Access Officer 
and Sustainable Transport Department. Onward 
connections for pedestrians and cycle users on 
dead-end roads must be supported with “except 
pedestrians” or “except pedestrians and cycles” 
supplementary plates on “no through road” 
signage to TSRGD diagram 816
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Directional Signing

Illuminated traffic signs and bollards require to be 
designed in conjunction with street lighting.

Proposed details of the electrical layout, design, 
and materials used require to be agreed with 
Street Lighting Section of the City Development 
Department through a meeting with their 
representative and a design brief drawn up.

Permission for signs would normally only be 
granted from the nearest main A or B class route.

Permission would be dependent on the number 
of visitors, the degree of difficulty in finding the 
attraction from that route, the proportion of non- 
local visitors and the extent of existing signs at the 
junctions.

Directional signage

Tourist Signing

Dundee City Council policy will apply.

Temporary Signs

Proposals for the erection of temporary direction 
signs must be submitted to the City Development 
Department for approval / refusal on behalf of 
the Executive Director of City Development. The 
Sustainable Transport & Roads Division may at the 
same give advice as to the extent, colour, type, 
and siting details.

Signs for special events of short duration (not 
more than 7 days) should not be erected more 
than 48 hours before an event, and taken down 
immediately thereafter, unless the Sustainable 
Transport & Roads Division agrees beforehand 
that there are exceptional circumstances.

Advertising Signs

Advertising signs intended to guide or direct road 
users are considered traffic signs and controlled 
as indicated above. Such signs are generally not 
permitted within the road boundary.

Consent may be required for other advertising 
signs, and their location and design should 
be agreed with the Planning Team to ensure 
compliance with pedestrian and road user 
requirements.

Road Markings

The size, colour and type of road markings 
should be in accordance with the Traffic Signs 
Regulations and General Directions (2016), and 
any additions and amendments thereof

The use and layout of road markings must 
also comply with the Traffic Signs Manual. All 
permanent road markings should be laid in 
thermo-plastic screed.

Only Transport Scotland or the Local Roads 
Authority may cause or permit road markings 
to be placed on any public road. Accordingly, 
proposals for provision of road markings must be 
submitted to the Sustainable Transport & Roads 
Division of the City Development Department for 
approval on behalf of the Executive Director of 
City Development. The Sustainable Transport & 
Roads Division may at the same time give advice 
of the use and layout of road markings.

Traffic signs
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7.10 Servicing and 
Loading
All developments - whether residential, 
commercial, industrial, or mixed-use – must 
incorporate servicing and loading arrangements 
that uphold DCC’s core principles. This section 
outlines guidance integrating service vehicle 
access, refuse collection, emergency response, 
and infrastructure maintenance into site layouts in 
a way that protects the public realm and supports 
long-term functionality.

Safety

	▪ Segregating servicing from public areas reduces 
conflict between vehicles, pedestrians, and 
cycle users, lowering collision risk.

	▪ Forward‑entry and exit requirements for 
service vehicles prevent dangerous reversing 
movements on public roads.

	▪ Designing for the largest expected vehicles 
ensures safe manoeuvring without encroaching 
on pedestrian or traffic space.

	▪ Emergency access standards guarantee 
unobstructed routes, adequate widths, and 
hydrant placement for rapid response.

Equity

	▪ Protects public safety by separating service 
zones from pedestrian areas.

	▪ Ensures consistent emergency access across all 
developments.

	▪ Promotes shared stewardship of public 
infrastructure and landscaped strips.

Sustainability

	▪ Encourages off-street servicing to reduce traffic 
impact and emissions.

	▪ Minimises waste handling distances to improve 
collection efficiency

	▪ Supports low-maintenance landscaping that 
aids visibility and infrastructure access

Accessibility

	▪ Adopts inclusive design standards for roads, 
ramps, and pedestrian zones

	▪ Provides safe turning areas and clear movement 
paths for service vehicles

	▪ Aligns refuse handling distances with national 
best practice for ease of access

Climate Resilience

	▪ Anticipates future transport changes through 
proactive infrastructure placement
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Servicing to Commercial 
Developments

Servicing provisions should be considered across 
all development types, including business, retail, 
commercial, and industrial. Wherever feasible, 
service areas should be located off-street and 
positioned to the rear of buildings. While it is 
appreciated that adequate rear access may be 
difficult to achieve in the redevelopment of some 
gap sites using existing roads, generally the long-
term aim should be to segregate servicing from 
pedestrian areas and the public road.

Service areas must be of sufficient size and 
configuration to ensure that all vehicles can 
enter and exit in a forward direction. Turning and 
reversing movements must be confined to areas 
off the public road and away from pedestrian 
and cycling activity. Measures should also be 
incorporated to prevent indiscriminate parking 
within service areas, maintaining clear access 
routes and operational efficiency at all times.

Loading Bays: General

The maximum dimensions of goods vehicles is 
12m x 2.55m for a rigid wheelbase and 16.5m x 
2.55m for articulated vehicles. Loads on platforms 
may overhang by 0.3m on each side and, allowing 
for doors opening, the basic design module for 
loading bays is 3.3m wide and of variable length 
depending on the type of vehicle. While there is 

no regulation governing maximum height, most 
vehicles do not have a greater overall height than 
4.95m. 5.1m headroom is recommended and is 
necessary for prospectively maintainable roads. 
Cycle links should not be halted where there is a 
requirement for kerbside loading. The interface 
between cycle infrastructure and loading areas 
should be developed in accordance with Cycling 
by Design.

Side Loading Bays

Service road carriageways should have a nominal 
width of 7.3m for two-way operation and this 
should be widened to 12m where there are 
service bays on both sides of the carriageway. 
Where the circulation within the services area is 
one-way, these dimensions can be reduced to 6m 
and 9m respectively.

End Loading Bays

The minimum dimensions for an end-on loading 
bay is 12m x 3.5m for a rigid wheelbase and 17m 
x 3.5m for articulated vehicles. Figures 34 and 35 
show typical layouts.

The total depth required can be reduced where 
vehicles are parked at an angle with a saw-
tooth loading deck, but this arrangement is only 
appropriate when used with one-way circulatory 
service roads.

The depth of the bays will have to be increased 
to the dimensions shown in brackets to 
accommodate articulated vehicles up to 15m long.

Where bays are interrupted by columns 
supporting overhead structures, the spacing 
should be a multiple of the 3.5m module plus the 
thickness of the column.

Servicing Roads and Ramps

The gradient of straight ramps should not exceed 
1 in 10 with a transitional grade of 1 in 20 at 
the break of slope. Care should be taken with 
headroom, where ramps are involved, to allow 
for the bridging effect of long high vehicles. The 
clearance at breaks of slopes may require to be 
considerably greater than the nominal 5.1m.

Curved service roads/ramps particularly where 
two-way operation is involved, should be widened 
to allow for the swing of the inner rear wheel and 
the gradient of such ramps should be eased to 1 in 
14.5 on the inner kerb line.

Reference should be made to the Department of 
Transport guidance document, Inclusive Mobility - 
A Guide to Best Practice on Access to Pedestrians 
and Transport Infrastructure
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Emergency Access

Designs must consider the operational needs 
of emergency services, ensuring unobstructed 
access at all times. Routes intended for occasional 
emergency vehicle use should have a minimum 
carriageway width of 3 metres. For site-specific 
guidance or comments on individual development 
proposals, consultation should be undertaken 
with the Police, Fire, and Ambulance Services.

Junction design should be informed by the 
nature of the proposed development and the 
classification of the adjoining road, with due 
consideration given to emergency vehicle access 
requirements.

Building Standards (Scotland) Regulations 
recommends a minimum clear width of 3.7m for 
carriageways and reinforced paths to allow for the 
operation of fire tenders. The design of new roads 
as part of a development must consider the need 
for emergency access to all buildings.

The location of all fire hydrants must be 
confirmed with Scottish Water and positioned 
to prevent obstruction, such as a vehicle parking 
directly over them.

Refuse Collection

Refuse collectors should not be required to 
manoeuvre two and four wheeled containers 
more than 15m and 10m respectively to refuse 
collecting vehicles in line with BS 5906:2005 
– Waste Management in Buildings. Refuse 
collection vehicles are a maximum of 12m long 
and 2.5m wide with a maximum turning circle 
requirement of 24m .

Screening of waste points can help to reduce the 
visual impact

Gully Emptying

The location of gullies on narrow Minor Roads 
should have regard to the effect gully emptying 
vehicles have in blocking the carriageway when 
clearing the gullies.

Winter Roads Maintenance

The operation of winter maintenance vehicles 
should be kept in mind in planning the layouts and 
gradients of Minor Roads and Loop Roads.

Grit bins must be provided on all new residental 
roads on suitable hard standing at a location to be 
agreed with the City Development Department.

The developer must arrange for the grit bin to be 
serviced until the formal adoption of the roads/
footways/footpaths.

Verges, Visibility and Service Strips

Where verges, visibility splays, and service 
strips border private gardens, householders 
and tenants should be made aware of Council 
and statutory undertaker rights. The aim is to 
promote integration between public and private 
landscaping by encouraging residents to maintain 
service strips up to the paved edge.

Considered landscaping can aid Statutory 
Undertakers - such as cobbles or setts - to 
highlight the location of key infrastructure 
elements like stopcocks, hydrants, and manhole 
covers, improving visibility and access.
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Demarcation of service strips should be in the 
form of 152 x 51mm precast concrete heel kerbs 
laid with 51mm face flush with the ground surface 
level at spacings to be agreed with the City 
Development Department.

Traffic Noise

A developer must consult the City Development 
department to determine the requirements for 
dealing with external noise. 

Traffic noise from the following sources should be 
taken into account:

a) 	Existing roads
b) 	New roads being constructed as part of the 

proposed development
c) 	Alterations to the road system to accommodate 

the proposed development
d) 	Any alterations or additions to the road system 

likely to be undertaken by the Roads Authority 
within a five year period or included in an 
approved Structure Plan or Local Plan

The developer should also check with Transport 
Scotland whether or not there are any trunk road 
proposals which should be taken into account in 
designing for traffic noise.

When incorporating existing roads into a new 
housing development, the City Development 
Department must be consulted to ensure 

adequate noise mitigation measures are 
implemented

See further information:

	▪ Building Standards (Scotland) Regulations 
	▪ BS 5906:2005 – Waste Management in 

Buildings.
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7.11 Statutory 
Undertakers

Safety

	▪ Early coordination and planned layouts reduce 
the risk of unsafe retrofitting, service clashes, or 
emergency access issues.

	▪ Install and protect services to prevent leaks, 
damage, or hazards, especially for gas, water, 
and electricity.

	▪ Maintain clear, unobstructed access to 
all service routes, hydrants, and critical 
infrastructure for safe operation and emergency 
response.

Equity

	▪ Requires secure easements where public roads 
or open spaces are insufficient, ensuring fair 
access for statutory undertakers

	▪ Encourages trench-sharing agreements 
between undertakers to reduce disruption and 
promote coordinated service delivery

	▪ Highlights the need to avoid obstructing fire 
hydrants, ensuring equitable emergency 
response access across all areas

Sustainability

	▪ Prefers laying services outside carriageways to 
reduce installation and maintenance costs and 
environmental disruption

	▪ Advises against planting species near water 
mains that may cause damage, promoting long-
term infrastructure health

	▪ Supports trench-sharing to minimise excavation 
and reduce resource use

Accessibility

	▪ Promotes ready access to service routes for 
maintenance and emergencies, including lorry 
access to key installations

	▪ Recommends ducting for branch crossings to 
facilitate easier upgrades and repairs

	▪ Specifies corridor placement for sewers to 
maintain safe working zones and reduce 
interference with pedestrian routes

Climate Resilience

	▪ Notes that vegetation can obscure leak 
detection and damage infrastructure, 
encouraging resilient planting strategies
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The New Road and Street Works Act 1991 gives 
Statutory Undertakers the right to lay apparatus 
in public roads and other land. If the adopted road 
or public open spaces are insufficient for Statutory 
Undertakers needs the secure easements must be 
provided for other routes.

All developments must incorporate utility 
servicing as a fundamental component of site 
planning. To ensure efficient delivery and long-
term maintainability, servicing infrastructure 
should be considered from the earliest design 
stages, not retrofitted or treated as secondary 
to other layout elements. Detailed advice on 
providing for utilities in new developments can be 
found in Street Works UK Guidance.

Early coordination with statutory undertakers is 
essential to confirm capacity, routing, and access 
requirements. Developers must ensure that utility 
layouts are compatible with road gradients and 
drainage corridors, and that sufficient space is 
reserved for future-proofing and potential service 
expansion.

While it is preferable to minimise installation and 
maintenance costs and the disruption which can 
be caused by repairs by laying services outside 
carriageways, there will be some situations 
where the use of carriageways for this purpose 
cannot be economically avoided. In this instance, 
even though services usually follow the side 
of the carriageway from which most dwellings 
are served, branch crossings may be required, 

and these must be ducted if required by the 
utility service. Similarly, there may be situations 
where no verges or footways are provided 
alongside carriageways and where services must 
unavoidably be situated under the carriageway, or 
within private curtilages, with safeguards which 
are acceptable to the Statutory Undertakers.

The vertical and horizontal configuration of 
carriageways, footways, verges and footpaths may 
be constrained by requirements such as those for 
the length and diameter of sewers, water pipes, 
and gas pipe bends, the need to avoid dead ends 
for electricity and water services, and the need to 
lay gas services so that leakages will not cause a 
hazard.

Water and gas are less flexible than other services 
as individual pipes tend to be several metres 
in length and, if bends are sharp, special radius 
pipes are required, resulting in reduced pressure, 
and extra cost is incurred. Water and Drainage 
Authorities are particularly concerned about the 
proximity of plants to their mains as roots are 
attracted to them. Certain species of tree can be 
particularly harmful to water mains. An additional 
problem is the difficulty of detecting leaks if mains 
lie underground covered with plants and shrubs.

Certain Statutory Undertakers sometimes have 
local agreements to share the same trench with 
an agreed horizontal clearance between the 
services.

Ready access must, of course, be available 
at all times to all parts of service routes for 
maintenance and in cases of emergency. Lorry 
access will be needed to some places such as 
electricity substations, telecommunication 
junction boxes, and gas governor house 
installations. Fire hydrants must also be situated 
to suit fire requirements and the possibility of 
vehicles being parked on top of them must be 
avoided.

Where possible, sewers under carriageways 
should be confined to a corridor 1.5m from kerb 
line to allow working space and safety zones 
required under the Safety at Street Works and 
Road Works Code of Practice.

Grit bins shall be removed upon  adoption of 
the new roads. The timing of removal shall be 
agreed in coordination with Roads Maintenance 
Partnership  to ensure continuity of maintenance 
operations and avoid service disruption
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8 Traffic Calming
Traffic calming is an effective method for managing 
vehicle speeds that are excessive and/or not suitable 
for the character and function of a given road. It 
helps ensure that driving behaviour aligns with the 
surrounding environment and intended use of the 
street and measures should be incorporated into the 
development of category 4 and 5 roads (see Chapter 
5 Dundee Street Types).

Traffic calming also helps to discourage through 
traffic from using inappropriate routes. When 
planning such measures, it is important to assess 
the potential displacement of traffic onto adjacent 
streets. This may require extending traffic calming 
interventions beyond the initial site to ensure area-
wide effectiveness and mitigate unintended impacts.

Where traffic calming measures are proposed on 
existing roads that affect the wider area, the City 
Development Department must be involved. Formal 
consultation is required in accordance with statutory 
procedures outlined in the Roads (Traffic Calming) 
(Scotland) Regulations 1994 and the Road Humps 
(Scotland) Regulations 1998.

This section details the City Development 
Department's recommended approach to traffic 
calming design and implementation.

Safety

	▪ Encourages slower vehicle speeds, reducing the 
risk and severity of collisions for all road users.

	▪ Improves safety for pedestrians and cycle users 
by creating more accessible and predictable 
street environments, especially in active travel 
zones.

	▪ Sets strict design standards for traffic calming 
features, including height limits, placement, 
and signage, to prevent hazards and ensure 
regulatory compliance.

Equity

	▪ Ensures traffic calming measures reflect the 
character and function of streets, promoting fair 
treatment across neighbourhoods.

	▪ Requires consultation with diverse stakeholders, 
including emergency services, community 
groups, and road users.

	▪ Avoids placing disruptive features (e.g. rumble 
devices) near residential properties to protect 
quality of life.

Sustainability

	▪ Encouraging continual slow speeds rather than 
start/stop vehicle behaviour, reducing brake 
pollutants.

	▪ Encourages signage-only 20mph zones to 

minimise physical interventions and long-term 
maintenance.

	▪ Promotes infrastructure resilience by reducing 
wear from aggressive driving and heavy 
vehicles.

Accessibility

	▪ Designs traffic calming features to maintain 
comfort for cycle users and pedestrians (e.g. 
sinusoidal humps).

	▪ Avoids obstructive vertical features near 
crossings and bus stops to preserve mobility 
access.

	▪ Requires clear signage and layout to ensure safe 
navigation for all road users.

Climate Resilience

	▪ Supports reduced vehicle speeds and volumes, 
lowering emissions, noise pollution and 
pollutants from vehicle brakes.

	▪ Encourages area-wide interventions to prevent 
traffic displacement and environmental stress 
on adjacent streets.

	▪ Integrates traffic calming into broader 
sustainable mobility strategies aligned with 
long-term urban resilience goals.

87



8 Traffic Calming Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance84

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10
8

Horizontal Deflections

Dundee City Council prioritises horizontal traffic 
calming measures due to their effectiveness in 
enhancing road safety, maintaining user comfort, 
and supporting long-term infrastructure resilience. 
These features encourage slower driving speeds 
while improving conditions for active travel by 
creating safer and more accessible environments 
for pedestrians and cycle users. Horizontal 
deflections also minimise disruption to emergency 
services, reduce maintenance demands, and 
align with the Council’s objectives for inclusive, 
sustainable urban mobility.

The City Development department adheres to 
the definitions of traffic calming measures as 
set out in the Roads (Traffic Calming) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1994: 

1) 	‘build-out’ – an extension of, or a work 
adjacent to, the verge, footway or cycle track 
as a means to narrow the carriageway on one 
side.

2) 	‘chicane’ - a series of two or more build-outs 
constructed on alternate sides of a carriageway 
and not opposite one another.

3) 	pinch-point’ - build-outs constructed on both 
sides of the carriageway opposite one another
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4) 	‘island’, for the purpose of traffic calming 
only and not as a pedestrian refuge. - a work 
without facilities for pedestrians constructed in 
a carriageway to reduce carriageway width or 
to deflect the flow of vehicular traffic.

5) 	‘overrun area’ – an area of carriageway so 
constructed of textured or coloured material as 
to appear to narrow that carriageway.

6) 	‘rumble device’ – a part of the carriageway 
constructed of materials intended to generate 
noise or vibration in a vehicle passing over it. 
Rumble devices can be up to 20mm in height, 
but no vertical face should be greater than 
6mm. 

7) 	‘gateway’ – aspect of traffic calming scheme 
intended to convey to drivers that they are 
about to enter a section of road which is 
different in character where they should reduce 
their speed.

Traffic calming features may be used in 
combination to enhance effectiveness. All such 
measures must comply with the Roads (Traffic 
Calming) (Scotland) Regulations 1994 and the 
subsequent 1999 Amendment, enacted under 
powers provided by the Traffic Calming Act 1992. 
Any works that do not conform to these statutory 
requirements will be treated as illegal obstructions 
in the road.
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Vertical Deflections

Vertical traffic calming measures serve as an 
alternative approach when horizontal solutions 
are unsuitable or insufficient for managing vehicle 
speeds.

Road humps must comply with the Road Humps 
(Scotland) Regulations 1998 created under the 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984. Works that do not 
conform to the regulations will be treated as 
illegal obstructions in the road.

Build out and raised table

Where speed humps are to be incorporated, these 
must be sinusoidal in profile and cover the full 
width of the carriageway to reduce the impact 
on cycle user comfort. Table 8.1 below presents 
the City Development Department’s guidance 
on suitable traffic calming interventions across 
different levels of the road hierarchy. 

Table 8.1 Traffic calming interventions

Examples Type Typical Hierarchy Category

Road humps Sinusoidal Ramps (Hump may be 
round or flat-top)*

4,5 (excludes bus routes) 
4,5 (excludes bus routes)

Speed tables

Bus routes (3) 
[4 or 5 if buses or coaches] 

Bus routes (3), 4,5 as part of 
speed reducing measures [check 

for length of buses]

Narrowings

Pinch points 
Build-outs 

Traffic calming refuges 
(non-pedestrian)

4,5 
3,4,5 
3,4,5

Chicanes 4,5
Mini-roundabouts 3 (bus routes),4,5

Visual effects Road markings 
Surface treatment 3,4,5

Road closures 4,5
Gateways 4

20mph limit Zones 
Mandatory limit

4 (type 2) 
School frontages

Notes 
1 Dundee City Council City Development Department should be consulted on all traffic calming 
proposals. 
2 Typical categories are shown. City Development Department reserve the right to re-assess appropriate 
measures if necessary. 
3 Sinusoidal Ramps to be designed as per LTN 1/20 Figure 7.8*
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20mph Zones

Dundee City Council utilises 20mph zones as 
a strategic form of traffic calming, aimed at 
enhancing road safety, reducing the perception of 
excessive vehicle speeds, and supporting active 
and sustainable travel. The approach emphasises 
a signage-only method without extensive physical 
measures, aligning with public support from a 
2016 consultation.

All new development roads, particularly housing, 
must be designed to achieve a maximum vehicle 
speed of 20mph with appropriate signage and 
lining provided. A TRO must be promoted for the 
20mph zone/area and be in place prior to formal 
adoption.

20mph zone

Key Points

There are a number of key points which the City 
Development Department would draw to the 
attention of all developers intending to implement 
traffic calming schemes in Dundee. These points 
(in no particular order of significance) are as 
follows:

a) 	Dundee City Council City Development 
Department should be consulted on all traffic 
calming proposals.

b) 	Consideration should be made of the spacing 
of traffic calming features and resulting 
speeds between features especially where 
20mph may be envisaged in the future.

c) 	Build-outs and pinch points can be used 
to narrow the road to single carriageway 
operation and require a priority traffic 
management system. Such measures can be 
effective under moderate, balanced traffic 
flow conditions.

d) 	Low flows without opposing traffic on wide 
street corridors may result in aggressive driver 
behaviour.

e) 	Chicanes are less effective on routes where 
access is required by large vehicles.

f) 	Where required, asphalt speed cushions 
are preferred over manufactured speed 
cushions.

g) 	No vertical face of any traffic calming feature 
should exceed 6mm.

h) 	Bus operators are opposed to the use of 
road humps on bus routes as they can result 
in passenger discomfort and increased 
vehicle maintenance. Objections may also 
be received if humps are placed on diversion 
routes. Similarly, humps should not be used 
on routes commonly used by emergency 
services. Where necessary, any vertical 
deflection should be appropriately designed.

i) 	 Road humps should not exceed 100mm 
which is the maximum permitted height 
stated in the regulations

j) 	 A road hump must be at right angles to the 
centre of the carriageway

k) 	Where speed sushions/traffic calming are 
proposed near to or adjacent to a controlled 
crossing, agremment must be sought from 
DCC Sustainable Transport & Roads Division 
on the proposed location and type

l) 	 Overrun areas should be designed to comply 
with the tolerances shown in the traffic 
calming regulations and sited away from 
pedestrian crossing points.
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Signing

Warning signs, as prescribed by the TSRGD must 
be installed at appropriate locations deemed 
necessary by the Roads Authority to provide 
adequate advance notice of road humps - except 
where the humps are constructed on roads 
designated as 20 mph zones.

Traffic calming features must be accompanied by 
warning signs unless they are visually self-evident 
or located within a designated 20 mph zone, as 
outlined in the Road Humps and Traffic Calming 
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 1999.

See further information

	▪ The Road Humps and Traffic Calming 
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 1999

	▪ The Roads (Traffic Calming) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1994

	▪ Road Humps (Scotland) Regulations 1998
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9 Parking and Electric 
Vehicle Charging
The availability of parking of all types (active 
travel, public transport, taxi and private vehicle) 
can be a major determinant of travel mode 
choice and can have a significant impact on the 
way a place looks and functions. Ultimately, 
development should be prioritised in locations 
which can be accessed by sustainable modes 
and spatially designed to reflect the sustainable 
travel hierarchy with a reduction in car dominance 
and a minimal amount of space dedicated to car 
parking. To help promote more sustainable modes 
of transport, there is a growing requirement 
to increase parking provision for other modes 
of personal transport, such as bicycles, electric 
mopeds, motorcycles, service vehicles and EVs. 

Dundee City Council will actively continue to 
address the issues raised by continued growth in 
car traffic and associated parking infrastructure 
requirements. These will be treated in policy 
terms within a wider context, with the policy 
setting the context for what is permissible in 
design terms. Development proposals which are 
ambitious in terms of low / no car parking will be 
supported, particularly in urban locations which 
are well-served by sustainable transport modes 
and where they do not create barriers to access by 
disabled people. 

This chapter outlines the Councils approach to 
parking provision in Dundee.

Safety

	▪ Prevents obstruction and injury by prohibiting 
pavement parking, enforcing minimum footway 
widths, and requiring step-free access to 
disabled and EV parking spaces.

	▪ Reduces collision risk through careful placement 
of parking bays, ensuring visibility near 
junctions, maintaining clear carriageway widths, 
and avoiding overhanging vehicles.

	▪ Improves personal security by requiring well-lit, 
overlooked courtyard parking and discouraging 
designs that facilitate antisocial behaviour or 
car crime.

Equity

	▪ Can significantly improve equity on streets by 
addressing disparities in access, mobility, and 
public space usage.

	▪ Helps ensure a fairer allocation of public space.
	▪ Provides improved connectivity with public 

transport and wider MaaS development 
opportunities.

	▪ Help reduce the need for car ownership and 
reduce financial burden around transport 
provision.

Sustainability

	▪ Encourages low/no car developments and 
shared mobility options like car clubs.

	▪ Supports EV infrastructure and parking for 
alternative transport modes (e.g. bikes, 
mopeds).

Accessibility

	▪ Ensures accessible parking for disabled users 
with step-free access and safe connections to 
footpaths.

	▪ Promotes inclusive design by avoiding 
pavement parking and maintaining clear 
pedestrian routes.

Climate Resilience

	▪ Promotes permeable surfaces and SuDS in 
parking areas to manage runoff.

	▪ Supports EV charging infrastructure aligned 
with net-zero goals and integrated into the 
public realm.
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General

All forms of parking should be clearly identifiable 
yet suitably integrated into the public realm. 
Parking should not dominate the street scene nor 
dictate the overall layout of the site. Parking for 
all modes should be accommodated by a variety 
of means to provide flexibility and adaption in the 
future, and to lessen visual impact. Underground, 
internal and undercroft parking is encouraged 
and should be considered in all developments to 
enhance the place making options.

The Transport (Scotland) Act 2019 introduced 
three new parking prohibitions nationally. These 
ban parking on pavements, at dropped kerbs at 
known crossing places and also double parking. 
Development should therefore design to mitigate 
the potential or possibility of pavement parking.

Dundee Residents Parking Permits

Where a house or flat is newly built, or formed 
by sub-division of an existing property, the 
responsibility for the provision of parking lies with 
the developer unless specifically agreed otherwise 
by Dundee City Council in advance of the sub-
division works taking place.

Dundee's existing controlled parking zones are 
documented on the Council's Traffic Regulation 
Order portal. Residents who live in any new 
postal address that has been established will not 
automatically be eligible for a resident parking 
permit unless the address has been approved and 
actioned by Dundee City Council. Approval will be 
given in accordance with the order.  

Shared use provision

The Council supports shared-use parking 
provision, especially in Dundee’s urban areas, 
whereby parking spaces can be shared with 
alternative uses so long as this does not create 
conflict between users. Proposals for shared 
use parking must be supported with a parking 
appraisal and agreed with Dundee City Council. 

Park and Choose

Park & Ride sites have evolved to Park & Choose 
facilities. These support connectivity with a range 
of alternative transport services which can be 
accessed including active travel route connections. 
Park & Choose Facilities should be considered and 
provided in-line with Local Development Plan 
Policy 57 (Transportation Interchanges).

Accessibility / parking spaces for 
disabled people

Adequate parking provision should be made to 
meet the needs of disabled people and must be 
designed to be accessible for all users. Disabled 
parking provision should be conveniently located 
and clearly signed with step free access via 
appropriately position dropped kerbs, and parking 
should not reduce the width of the adjacent 
footway to less than 2m. 

It should ensure close proximity to destinations 
and link safely with footpaths. Any parking 
machines and control equipment should be 
positioned so that it can be operated conveniently 
by all users, including access for wheelchair users 
from the side and the rear.
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Parking Standards

The amount and nature of parking will depend 
upon the type and location of the development. 

Designers must refer to Dundee City Council’s 
parking standards which are outlined in Appendix 
E - Parking Standards to ensure they are providing 
appropriate provision. Any deviation from the 
Parking Standards will require justification..

Car Parking

Car Parking is expected to be of a high quality 
by providing for all members of the community, 
incorporate sustainable features such as 
permeable surfaces or sustainable drainage 
systems, have safety and security designed in 
and provide for the charging of electric vehicles. 
Car parking must be informed by a design-led 
approach, which is well-integrated with a high-
quality public realm.

Parking Bays

a) 	The recommended car parking bay measures 
2.5m by 5.0m. 

b) 	Where a proposed parking bay has a fence, 
wall or other obstruction along its longitudinal 
boundary the width shall be increased to 3m. 

c) 	Where parking is parallel to the direction 
of flow, a bay size of 2.5m x 6.0m is 
recommended. 

d) 	Where parking bays are provided for disabled 
or parent & child spaces, the minimum bay 
width should be increased to 3.3m. 

Parking angled to the carriageway will not 
be permitted where the City Development 
Department considers that the extra manoeuvring 
required will endanger cycle users, passing traffic 
or impede free traffic flow. Where such parking 
bays are permitted, they shall be located to the 
rear of the heel line of the footway out with the 
road boundary.

Residential Car Parking Design

In Dundee, the Local Development Plan Appendix 
4 identifies residential parking requirements 
appropriate for three distinct character areas: 
City Centre, Inner City & Central Broughty Ferry, 
and Suburban. The residential Car Parking 
requirements for each character area identified in 
the LDP and the Appendix E - Parking Standards 
must be adhered to.

The relationship between pedestrian access to 
dwellings and the road network should desirably 
be such that it is easier and more convenient to 
use the designated parking areas than to park 
casually on the street. This applies mainly to 
communal parking areas although consideration 
should also be given to this matter where 
individual dwellings have parking spaces within 
the curtilage.

Parked vehicles can be particularly intrusive in 
the residential environment and it is desirable 
for there to be an element of screening of the 
actual parking spaces either by the judicious use 
of landscaping or by setting them behind the 
building line.

Visitor parking within a residential development 
must be provided within individual property 
curtilage. Remote visitor car parking bays are not 
acceptable.
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On street parking

On-street vehicle parking may be required to 
meet demand. Where required, informal on-
street parking arrangements are encouraged, 
such as the widening of the carriageway (but 
not at the expense of narrowing the footway), 
with incorporated buildouts and the adoption 
of a different surfacing material/colour to help 
differentiate from the carriageway.

On-street parking should be evenly distributed 
throughout a development and should be well 
integrated within the design. Consideration should 
be given to the proximity of junctions/speed 
restraints/frontage parking and bus routes.

On-street vehicle parking must not restrict access 
to footpaths and cycleways. 

Bus routes within residential developments will 
require a minimum clear passage which must be 
available where on-street parking is proposed. 
[Refer to the Street Design Technical Table].

The visual impact of on-street parking should be 
broken up by limiting on-street parking to groups 
of around five spaces. The incorporation of shrub 
and tree planting, designed where possible to 
form part of a SuDS, is encouraged to soften 
the appearance of vehicles and enhance the 
streetscape. The detailed design and specification 
should avoid compromising personal safety or 
facilitating car crime.

Effectively integrated on-street parking can 
contribute to road safety (by helping to slow 
vehicle speeds). When incorporated into a 
scheme, it should be supported by a 20mph speed 
limit to help aid pedestrian and cycle user safety.

Where parking bays are proposed on road 
categories 4 and 5, they should be set not less 
than 20 metres from any junction.

On-street parking and cycling

Designs must refer to the appropriate layouts 
presented in Cycling by Design Chapter 3.11 
On-street parking and loading for proposals 
where a cycle link is required to pass on-street 
parking. Where such arrangements are proposed, 
a physical buffer strip should be provided between 
the parking and the cycle track to protect cycle 
users from vehicle overhang and opening doors. 
The buffer should be a minimum of 0.5m wide, 
with 1.0m preferred where space permits, and 
may incorporate kerbs, verge strips, or planting. 
Cycle tracks running alongside on‑street parking 
should be one‑way and provided on both sides 
of the carriageway in the same direction as the 
adjacent traffic flow to maximise safety and 
visibility.

Courtyard parking

Communal parking places in some areas 
are subject to antisocial behaviour which is 
detrimental to their use by residents who prefer 
to keep their cars in view. Parking courts must 

be well-lit, secure, and benefit from natural 
surveillance from surrounding dwellings to ensure 
they feel safe and are practical for residents. 
Wherever possible, they should be overlooked by 
multiple homes to create a sense of ownership 
and deter anti-social behaviour.

Courtyard spaces should be less than ten spaces. 
If there are more spaces, the courtyard layout 
should be broken up.

On-plot parking

Where individual garages, or carports, are 
provided adjacent to buildings they shall be set 
back a minimum of 6 metres from the heel line of 
the footway, verge or service strip.

On-plot parking should be designed so the front 
garden is not overly dominated by the parking 
space. The conversion of front gardens to parking 
spaces should generally be avoided.

Parking within the front curtilage should generally 
be avoided, however may be suitable in restricted 
situations when integrated with other parking 
solutions. 

Driveways should be sufficiently long for either 
1 or 2 cars, but not an intermediate length that 
would lead to overhanging of the footway or 
shared surface.

96



9 Parking and EV Charging Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guidance93

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10
9

Garages

Garages adjacent to buildings shall be set back a 
minimum of 6 metres from the heel line of the 
footway, verge or service strip. This provides space 
for car washing purposes, allows garage doors to 
be opened while the car is in the drive and allows 
adequate sightlines. The minimum garage size to 
be considered appropriate for car parking is: 

	▪ 7.0m x 3.0m (internal dimensions)
	▪ Associated minimum clear door access 

dimension: 2.1m wide x 1.98m height
	▪ Provision for electric vehicle charging facilities 

should be provided with a garage space.

Motorcycle parking

a) 	Motorcycle parking should be clearly signed.
b) 	Motorcycle parking should have dropped kerb 

or level access, and should be on a solid, level 
surface. 

c) 	Anchor points should be provided for security. 
These should not present a trip hazard to other 
road users or pedestrians. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Electric Vehicle Charging

A Scottish Government objective in reaching net 
zero is to phase out the need for new petrol and 
diesel cars and vans by 2030. The installation of 
EV charging infrastructure across the city can help 
to support the public, and businesses, make the 
switch to battery electric vehicles. 

Low or zero-emission vehicle charging points must 
be provided in a safe and convenient location, 
with alignment to building standards. EV charging 
units should be integrated into the design of 
the dwelling or parking area to minimise visual 
impact. For example, by aligning with green 
infrastructure and street furniture. They should 
not be located on key corners along the street or 
public realm wherever possible. Parking standards 
for EV provision relating to specific development 
types are set out in Appendix E.

On-street EV charging

For on-street EV charging, a minimum 2m clear 
footway must be maintained to ensure safe 
passage for wheelchairs, mobility scooters, those 
with limited vision, and pushchairs. Private on-
street EV charging provided by cables crossing the 
footway is not acceptable. Charging units may be 
placed on build-outs (kerb extensions between 
or at the ends of parking bays) provided cables 
do not create trip hazards. Units must be set 
back at least 500mm from the kerb edge to avoid 
obstruction. 

Off-street

For off-street parking, EV bays must be at least 
2.4m wide, protected against collisions, and 
positioned to prevent obstruction or trip hazards. 
Layout plans should clearly indicate EV charging 
points and cable-ready sockets. EV bays should be 
clearly signed and marked exclusively for electric 
vehicle charging.

Shared Mobility

Car Clubs

Car Clubs and other forms of shared mobility 
provide a solution for drivers requiring only 
occasional usage. Developers are encouraged to 
consider the potential for car club bays (either 
signed bays or unallocated bays) which could 
provide neighbourhood-based short-term car 
hire within designs, particularly in urban, higher-
density locations. Guidance for Car Clubs is 
available from CoMoUK. This must be discussed 
with Dundee City Council.
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10 Adoption and 
Maintenance
This chapter outlines the responsibilities of 
developers in delivering infrastructure that is 
both adoptable and maintainable by Dundee City 
Council. It highlights the procedures for achieving 
formal adoption of roads and footways and sets 
clear expectations for the long-term upkeep of all 
street assets.

Safety

	▪ Ensures safe infrastructure handover by 
requiring a one-year maintenance period before 
adoption, allowing defects to be identified and 
resolved before public use.

	▪ Maintains clear and hazard-free routes through 
vegetation management, winter treatment, and 
routine inspections of carriageways, footways, 
and drainage systems.

	▪ Reduces long-term safety risks through the use 
of durable, modular materials and standardised 
construction details that minimise failure, 
vandalism, and maintenance disruption.

Equity

	▪ Clear procedures for asset adoption ensure 
consistency and transparency across 
developments, benefiting all stakeholders 
equally.

	▪ Developer obligations for defect repair and 
maintenance reduce disparities in infrastructure 
quality between newly built and older public 
spaces.

	▪ Funding mechanisms for green infrastructure 
(commuted sums or resident contributions) 
create options to ensure upkeep regardless of 
ownership models.

Sustainability

	▪ Use of low-carbon, durable, and context-
sensitive materials helps minimise 
environmental impact over the asset lifecycle.

	▪ Modular street furniture design allows 
components to be easily replaced, reducing 
waste and extending infrastructure longevity.

	▪ Standardised construction and coordinated 
material use limit resource consumption and 
streamline future maintenance efforts.

Accessibility

	▪ Vegetation management requirements maintain 
safe head height and width for pedestrian use, 
prioritising ease of passage.

	▪ Maintenance access provisions ensure 
infrastructure is installed with sufficient 
clearance for safe inspection, supporting 
continuous accessibility.

	▪ Street layout considerations during early design 
stages promote long-term usability for all road 
and footway users.

Climate Resilience

	▪ Drainage infrastructure guidance includes flood 
prevention and SuDS upkeep to reduce climate-
related disruption.

	▪ Winter treatment protocols (gritting and snow 
clearance) help ensure year-round mobility 
during adverse weather.

	▪ Design standards that support ongoing 
maintenance contribute to infrastructure 
adaptability in response to changing climate 
conditions.
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Adoption

In Dundee, newly constructed roads and footways 
intended for adoption by the Council are 
subject to a mandatory one-year maintenance 
period, during which the developer remains 
fully responsible for all maintenance costs and 
activities. This period begins once the works have 
been completed to the satisfaction of Dundee City 
Council and a provisional certificate of completion 
has been issued. The developer must monitor 
the condition during this time, and only upon 
successful completion of the maintenance period - 
and resolution of any outstanding issues - will the 
road/footway be formally adopted into the public 
network.

Procedures (Appendix D) outlines the process 
which developers must follow to achieve adoption 
of infrastructure assets within Dundee. It sets out 
the steps both prior and post construction, guiding 
developers to understand their responsibilities.

Maintenance – General

This section outlines the key role of street 
maintenance within Dundee City Council’s broader 
commitment to delivering safe, accessible, and 
sustainable public infrastructure. Maintenance is 
a critical component of street design. Proactively 
considering maintenance during the early design 
stages helps to ensure streetscapes remain safe, 
attractive, and functional in the long term.

Through its Roads Maintenance Partnership with 
Tayside Contracts, Dundee City Council oversees a 
broad array of infrastructure assets. The scope of 
the maintenance partnership includes: 

	▪ Carriageways, footways and cycle tracks: 
Routine inspections, resurfacing, and defect 
repairs

	▪ Signage: Operational checks and replacements
	▪ Drainage infrastructure: Gully cleaning
	▪ Street furniture: Preservation of visual quality 

and accessibility
	▪ Winter treatment: Gritting and snow clearance 

to maintain safe passage

The purpose of this section is to outline clear 
expectations for the maintenance of assets, 
supporting long-term performance and minimising 
disruption to users.

Carriageways & Footways

As previously stated, carriageways and footways 
constructed as part of a new development are 
the responsibility of a developer for one-year 
maintenance period. Throughout this year, 
the developer must address any defects, carry 
out routine upkeep, and respond promptly to 
any issues raised by the Roads Maintenance 
Partnership.

Carriageways and footways constructed as 
part of new developments must be built to the 
Council’s approved standard construction details 
as found in Construction Detail (Appendix C). 
This standardisation supports not only technical 
approval and future adoption but also streamlines 
maintenance operations. Any departure from the 
standard construction details will require approval 
from the City Development Department.
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Landscape / Vegetation

Developers must ensure long-term maintenance 
of green infrastructure in new housing 
developments - either by arranging adoption by 
Dundee City Council with a commuted sum or 
by transferring land to a third party with funding 
provided via a lump sum or resident contributions, 
clearly defined in sale agreements.

Vegetation within 5m from the edge of road 
carriageway and that interfacing with footway 
and cycleways must be managed to maintain 
sightlines and to prevent obstruction and injury. 
All overhanging branches and foliage must be cut 
back to maintain a clear head height suitable for 
pedestrian and cycle use.

Drainage

Drainage infrastructure must be designed to 
enable ongoing maintenance that reduces 
flood risk, protects public health, and preserves 
environmental quality. Proposals must include 
clear maintenance strategies, detailing access 
provisions, expected upkeep activities, and 
frequency.

Street Furniture & Lighting

Street furniture and lighting installations must 
be designed to minimise long-term maintenance 
burdens and facilitate safe, efficient access 
for inspection, repair, and replacement. All 
components - such as benches, bins, bollards, 
signage, and lighting columns - should be modular 
where possible, allowing parts to be easily 
swapped without specialist tools or excessive 
disruption. Materials must be chosen for 
durability and resistance to corrosion, vandalism, 
and weathering, to reduce the frequency of 
upkeep. Asset registers and maintenance records 
must be integrated into the project handover 
documentation to support ongoing upkeep and 
future inspection regimes.

Materials

Designs will be encouraged to incorporate quality 
approved sustainable materials that are low 
carbon, visually attractive, require minimum 
maintenance, and are in keeping with the specific 
local character of the area. Developers are 
encouraged to engage with the City Development 
department to confirm suitability of any non-
standard materials proposed.

The future maintenance of materials should 
be considered, with the number of different 
materials used being minimised. On larger sites, 
where several developers may be present, this will 
require a co-ordinated approach, especially at the 
interface between different elements of the site.

Maintenance Access

To ensure efficient street maintenance, 
developers must position all infrastructure to 
allow unobstructed access. This includes placing 
lighting, drainage, signage, and street furniture 
with sufficient clearance to enable safe inspection, 
cleaning, and repair. Drainage systems must 
remain fully accessible, and infrastructure must 
avoid conflict with trees, parked vehicles, or other 
obstructions.

100



Appendix A 
TECHNICAL DRAWINGS

101



Figure Description Date Published
1 Turning Head in Short Culs - De Sac and Courtyards Dec 2025
2 Standard Turning Head - Simple T Hammerhead Dec 2025
3 Standard Turning Head - Simple Y Hammerhead Dec 2025
4 Standard Turning Head - Turning Circle Dec 2025
5 Standard Turning Head - Offset Hammerhead Dec 2025
6 Minimum Turning Head – Offset Hammerhead Dec 2025
7 Minimum Turning Head – Hammerhead Dec 2025
8 Minimum Turning Head– Y Hammerhead Dec 2025
9 Turning Head for Industrial Areas – T Hammerhead Dec 2025

10 Turning Head for Industrial Areas – Offset Hammerhead Dec 2025
11 Turning Head for Industrial Areas – Turning Circle Dec 2025
12 Turning Head for Industrial Areas – Offset Turning Circle Dec 2025
13 Alternative Turning Head – T Hammerhead Dec 2025
14 Alternative Turning Head – Y Hammerhead Dec 2025
15 Alternative Turning Head – Turning Circle Dec 2025
16 Alternative Turning Head – Offset Hammerhead Dec 2025

17 Junction Between Minor Road 
and Short Culs-de-Sac or Access Dec 2025

18 Passing Place Dec 2025

19 Passing Place Combined with Garage Access 
& Visitor Parking Dec 2025

20 Ramp Position at Junction Between General Roads 
and Minor Roads or Short Culs-de-sac Dec 2025

21 Junction A Dec 2025
22 Junction B Dec 2025
23 Junction C Dec 2025
24 Junction D Dec 2025
25 Junction E Dec 2025
26 Junction F Dec 2025
27 Parking Layout – 45 ̊ to the Aisle Dec 2025

Figure Description Date Published
28 Parking Layout – 60 ̊ to the Aisle Dec 2025
29 Parking Layout – 90 ̊ to the Aisle Dec 2025
30 Parking Layout – Garages at 90 ̊ (One-side only) Dec 2025
31 Parking Layout – Garages at 90 ̊ (Two Sides) Dec 2025
32 Right Angled Parking Areas Dec 2025
33 Loading Bays – Two Way Service Road Dec 2025
34 Loading Bays – Angled Bays Dec 2025
35 Loading Bays – Perpendicular Bays Dec 2025
36 90 ̊ Curve on a Service Ramp Dec 2025
37 Precast Concrete Road Kerb - Half Batter Pattern Dec 2025
38 Precast Concrete Road Kerb - Bullnose Pattern Dec 2025
39 Precast Concrete Edging – Flat Top Dec 2025
40 Precast Concrete Road Kerb - Splay Pattern Dec 2025
41 Precast Concrete Road Kerb - Inverted Pattern Dec 2025
42 Whin / Granite Sett Kerb Dec 2025
43 Stone Road Kerb – Full Upstand Dec 2025
44 Dropped Kerb Arrangement Dec 2025
45 Footway Construction – Full Depth Dec 2025
46 Carriageway Construction (General) – Full Depth Dec 2025
47 Carriageway Construction (Industrial) – Full Depth Dec 2025
48 Footway Resurfacing Dec 2025
49 Carriageway Resurfacing Dec 2025
50 Carriageway Reinstatement Dec 2025
51 Carriageway Tie-in Dec 2025
52 Insitu Concrete Trapped Street Gully Dec 2025
53 Insitu Concrete Trapped Footway Gully Dec 2025
54 Dished Drainage Channel Dec 2025
55 Filter Drain Dec 2025
56 Soakaway Trench Dec 2025
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Turning Head in Short Culs-de-sac and Courtyards Standard Turning Heads

Figure 1  Figure 2 

Figure 4 

Figure 3 

Figure 5 
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Minimum Turning Heads for Cars for Private Accesses Turning Heads for Commercial and Industrial Areas

Figure 6 

Figure 8 

Figure 7 Figure 9 

Figure 10 

Figure 11  Figure 12 

Alternative configurations may 
be used provided the arms of 
the T are dimensioned 6m & 
8.5m and no angle between 
the arms is less than 90.

Where possible the preferred 
location for a garage would be 
on the longer leg
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Alternative Turning Heads in Short Culs-de-sac and Minor Roads Junction Between Minor Road and Short Culs-de-Sac or Access

Passing Place

Figure 17 

Figure 18 

Figure 13 

Figure 15 

Figure 14 

Figure 16 
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Passing Place on Minor Roads Combined with Garage Access & Visitor Parking

Ramp Position at Junction Between General Roads and Minor Roads 
or Short Cul-de-sac

Junction Types

Figure 19  Figure 21 Type A

Type B

Type C

Type D

Figure 22 

Figure 23 

Figure 24 

Figure 20 
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Junction Types Parking Layouts

Figure 25 Type E

Type F Figure 26 

Figure 27 

Figure 29 

Figure 30 

Figure 31 

Figure 28 
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Right Angled Parking Areas Loading Bays

Figure 32  Figure 33 

Figure 34  Figure 35 

Road Type A B
General Road 5.5m 2.0m
Cul de Sac 5.5m 2.0m
Minor Road 3.0m 3.5m

108



90° Curve on Service Ramp Kerbing

Figure 36  Figure 37 

Figure 38 

Precast Concrete 
Road Kerb - Half 
Batter Pattern

Precast Concrete 
Road Kerb - 

Bullnose Pattern

Precast Concrete 
Edging – Flat Top

Figure 39 

All dimensions shown are in mm
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Kerbing Kerbing

Figure 40  Figure 43 

Figure 43 
Figure 41 

Precast Concrete 
Road Kerb - 

Splay Pattern

Stone Road Kerb 
– Full Upstand

Dropped Kerb 
Arrangement

Precast Concrete 
Road Kerb - 

Inverted

Whin / Granite 
Sett Kerb

Figure 42 

All dimensions shown are in mm
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Construction Make-ups Construction Make-ups

Figure 45  Figure 47

Figure 48 

Figure 49 

Figure 46 

Footway 
Construction - 

Full Depth

Carriageway 
Construction 
(Industrial) – 

Full Depth

Footway 
Resurfacing

Carriageway 
Resurfacing

Carriageway 
Construction 

(General) – Full 
Depth

All dimensions shown are in mm
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Construction Make-ups Drainage

Figure 50  Figure 52

Figure 51 

Carriageway 
Reinstatement

Insitu Concrete 
Trapped Street 

Gully

Carriageway 
Tie-in

All dimensions shown are in mm
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DrainageDrainage

Figure 54

Figure 55

Figure 53
Dished Drainage 
Channel Detail

Filter Drain 
Detail

Insitu Concrete 
Trapped 

Footway Gully

All dimensions shown are in mm
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Drainage

Figure 56
Soakaway 

Trench Detail

All dimensions shown are in mm
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Table B - Street hierarchy

5 
Access Streets

5 
General Streets

4 
Local Distributor- Type 2

4 
Local Distributor- Type 1

3 
District Distributor

2 
Principal Roads

1 
Trunk Roads

Other 
Streets in Industial Areas

Other 
Driveways and Private 

Access

Number of 
Dwellings 
Served

Up to 50 dwellings. Likely 
to have direct access to 
dwellings.

Up to 200 dwellings. Likely 
to have direct access to 
dwellings.

Likely to carry between 10- 
100 commercial vehicles per 
day in each direction. Likely 
to have direct access to 
dwellings.

Up to 1,000 dwellings. Likely 
to carry 250 commercial 
vehicles per day in each 
direction. Direct access 
suitable only where vehicles 
can access / egress a 
driveway in a forward gear.

Likely to carry between 250- 
1,000 commercial vehicles 
per day.

Generally carry 1,000+ 
commercial vehicles per 
day in each direction.Direct 
frontage access should be 
avoided.

Generally carry 1,000+ 
commercial vehicles per day 
in each direction

Will serve industrial, 
employment and business 
sites. Likely to attract large 
vehicle numbers.

Less than 5 dwellings. 

Agreed with the Director 
of City Development 
Department.

Street 
Arrangement

Typically a shared surface 
/ partially shared surface 
carriageway. Streets should 
seek to take the form of 
loop roads and have double 
access points.  Cul de sacs 
are only permissible by 
exception.

Where these streets meet 
higher order street a short 
length of surface 3.0m wide 
must be provided between 
the junction with the major 
road and the entrance to the 
first dwelling.

Should take the form of a 
loop. Cul de sacs are only 
permissible by exception. 
Layouts should discourage 
through-traffic.

The layout should be 
designed to discourage 
major through traffic.

The layout should link the 
development with the 
surrounding street network. 
Cul de sac arrangement 
should be avoided. At least 
two vehicle access points on 
the layout are encouraged. 

The layout should avoid 
unnecessary junctions 
or turning movements 
that could disrupt flow. 
Connections to Local 
Distributor Roads and Access 
Roads should be clearly 
defined and appropriately 
spaced. Provision for 
public transport, cycling, 
and pedestrian movement 
should be incorporated into 
the design.

The layout should prioritise 
the movement of high 
volumes of traffic and 
designed to minimise 
interruptions to traffic 
flow.  Signalised junctions 
or roundabouts may be 
used where necessary, 
but should be designed to 
accommodate large vehicles 
and maintain forward 
visibility.

Design to DMRB Standards The layout should be 
provided in a system of 
loops to avoid the formation 
of large turning heads.  
Layout should seek to be self 
contained and segregated 
from residential traffic, 
whilst still supporting 
pedestrian and cyclist 
permeability.

A length of 50m should be 
the maximum permitted 
length without suitable 
passing places. Requirement 
for refuse vehicles to get 
within (25m) of drive ends 
/ communal storage and 
for emergency vehicles to 
get within 45m of all front 
doors.

Street 
Geometry

Designs should seek to 
adopt narrow carriageway 
widths, single track working, 
and small radius bends to 
support low vehicle speeds.

Designs should seek 
to adopt a tight street 
geometry including narrow 
carriageway widths and 
small radius bends to 
support low vehicle speeds.

No specific information 
required.

No specific information 
required.

No specific information 
required.

No specific information 
required.

Street geometry should 
reflect the larger vehicles 
and be informed by swept 
path analysis.

A standard turning facilitiy 
(or appropriate alternative) 
should be provided at the 
end of the access.

Typical 
carriageway 
widths

3.0m wide single track 
carriageways local widening 
to 5.5m to enable passing, 
deliveries or visitor parking.

Mixed traffic space.

Minimum carriagway width 
of 5.5m.

Minimum carriagway width 
of 5.5m

Shared bus and cycle lane 
widths must be below 
3.2m or above 4.0m, as per 
Cycling by Design.

Absolute minimum of 6.5m 
for two-way bus routes

Shared bus and cycle lane 
widths must be below 
3.2m or above 4.0m, as per 
Cycling by Design

Absolute minimum of 6.5m 
for two-way bus routes.

Absolute minimum of 6.5m 
for two-way bus routes.

Minimum carriageway width 
of 7.3m

Minimum carriageway width 
of 3.0m. Carriageways must 
be widened locally to 5.5.m 
at house entrances.

Design Speed Absolute maximum design 
speed of 30kph.

30kph. 50kph 50kph Based on below Based on below 50kph Absolute maximum design 
speed of 30kph.

Speed Limit 20mph 20mph 20mph 20mph 30mph 30mph 20mph 10mph

Servicing 
/ Loading 
Requirements

Direct servicing and waste 
collection at dwelling 
frontages

Fire Appliance (8.68m)

Servicing and waste access 
are typically on-street, 
coordinated with dwellings 
and must avoid obstructing 
pedestrian or social spaces.

Fire Appliance (8.68m)

Servicing and waste 
collection should be 
facilitated along dwelling 
frontages, using laybys or 
designated areas to avoid 
disruption to general flow.

Single-decker bus (12.0m)

Require robust servicing 
strategies including off-
street loading bays where 
appropriate. Loading 
should be time-limited and 
coordinated with movement 
patterns.

Single-decker bus (12.0m)

Waste access and servicing 
should be off the main 
carriageway 

Single-decker bus (12.0m)

Servicing on these corridors 
should be strictly managed 
with specific service areas.

Articulated Goods Vehicle 
(16.48m)

Require robust servicing 
strategies including off-
street loading bays where 
appropriate. Loading 
should be time-limited and 
coordinated with movement 
patterns.

Articulated Goods Vehicle 
(16.48m)

Direct servicing and waste 
collection at dwelling 
frontages.

Fire Appliance (8.68m)

Bus 
Requirements

Bus infrastructure is unlikely 
to be required on this street 
type.

Bus infrastructure is unlikely 
to be required on this street 
type.

Bus infrastructure may be 
required on this street type.

Bus infrastructure is likely 
to be required on this street 
type.

Bus infrastructure is likely 
to be required on this street 
type.

Bus infrastructure is likely 
to be required on this street 
type.

Bus infrastructure may be 
required on this street type.

Bus infrastructure is unlikely 
to be required on this street 
type.

116



5 
Access Streets

5 
General Streets

4 
Local Distributor- Type 2

4 
Local Distributor- Type 1

3 
District Distributor

2 
Principal Roads

1 
Trunk Roads

Other 
Streets in Industial Areas

Other 
Driveways and Private 

Access

Cycleway 
provision

Low traffic volume and 
vehicle speeds mean streets 
should support cyclists 
using the carriageway 
(mixed traffic street). Cycling 
by Design, including the 
requirement for a design 
review, must be adhered to.

Low traffic volume and 
vehicle speeds mean streets 
could support cyclists using 
the carriageway (mixed 
traffic street).Cycling by 
Design, including the 
requirement for a design 
review, must be adhered to.

Segregation may be 
required, depending on 
traffic volume and vehicle 
speed. Cycling by Design, 
including the requirement 
for a design review, must be 
adhered to.

Segregation is likely to be 
required. Cycling by Design, 
including the requirement 
for a design review, must be 
adhered to.

Segregation is likley to be 
required. Cycling by Design, 
including the requirement 
for a design review, must be 
adhered to.

Detached or Remote Cycle 
Track may be required. 
Cycling by Design, including 
the requirement for a design 
review, must be adhered to.

Segregated provision is 
likely. Detached or Remote 
Cycle Track may be required. 
Cycling by Design, including 
the requirement for a design 
review, must be adhered to.

Low traffic volume and 
vehicle speeds mean streets 
should support cyclists 
using the carriageway 
(mixed traffic street). Cycling 
by Design, including the 
requirement for a design 
review, must be adhered to.

Footway (or 
pavement) 
width 

Shared surface likely to be 
appropriate.

Min:2.0m clear width where 
footways are deemed 
necessary.

Min: 2.0m clear width (on 
one or both sides of the 
carriageway), subject to the 
level and type of pedestrian 
usage.

Min: 2.0m clear width  (both 
sides of carriageway).

2m absolute minimum, to 
increase to 2.6m or more 
in areas of identifiably 
higher levels of pedestrian 
activity (adjacent to schools, 
shops, bus stops, railway 
stationsetc) or if shared with 
cyclists.

Min: 2.0m clear width  (both 
sides of carriageway).

2m absolute minimum, to 
increase to 2.6m or more in 
areas of identifiably higher 
levels of pedestrian activity 
(adjacent to schools, shops, 
bus stops, railway stations 
etc) or if shared with cyclists.

Min: 2.0m -2.6m clear 
width(both sides of 
carriageway) 
2m minimum to increase 
to 2.6m or more in areas of 
identifiably higher levels of 
pedestrian acticity (adjacent 
to schools, bus stops,railway 
stations) or if shared with 
cyclists. There should be 
good separation from the 
carriageway. Asbolute 
minimum of 1.8m. 

Min: 2.0m -2.6m clear 
width(both sides of 
carriageway) 
2m minimum to increase 
to 2.6m or more in areas of 
identifiably higher levels of 
pedestrian acticity (adjacent 
to schools, bus stops, 
railway stations) or if shared 
with cyclists. There should 
be good separation from 
the carriageway. Asbolute 
minimum of 1.8m. 

Min: 2.0m clear width 1.5m footway / service strip 
and 0.5m overhang strip 
(hard landscaped where 
appropriate).  Dutch kerbs 
are encouraged at the 
access / egress points of this 
street type.

OR 
No footway or service 
margin is required, with 
services being located in the 
driveway.

Resting points There must be no more 
than 150m between resting 
points. Frequency should 
increase in relation to land 
form and steep gradients.

There must be no more 
than 150m between resting 
points. Frequency should 
increase in relation to land 
form and steep gradients.

There must be no more 
than 150m between resting 
points (ideally 50m in busy 
areas). Frequency should 
increase in relation to land 
form and steep gradients.

There must be no more 
than 150m between resting 
points (ideally 50m in busy 
areas). Frequency should 
increase in relation to land 
form and steep gradients.

There must be no more 
than 150m between resting 
points (ideally 50m in busy 
areas). Frequency should 
increase in relation to land 
form and steep gradients.

There must be no more 
than 150m between resting 
points (ideally 50m in busy 
areas). Frequency should 
increase in relation to land 
form and steep gradients.

There must be no more 
than 150m between resting 
points (ideally 50m in busy 
areas). Frequency should 
increase in relation to land 
form and steep gradients.

Verge Width Desirable, where 
appropriate. 1.0m minimum.

Desirable, where 
appropriate. 1.0m minimum.

2.0m minimum 2.0m minimum 2.0m minimum 2.0m minimum 2.0m minimum 1.5m service strip with 
0.5m overhang strip 
(hard landscaped where 
appropriate)

Vertical 
Alignment: 
Longitudinal 
Section 
Gradient

Desirable: 1 in 20 (5%) 
Absolute maximum: 8%

Desirable: 1 in 20 (5%) 
Absolute maximum: 8%

Desirable: 1 in 20 (5%) 
Absolute maximum: 8%

Desirable: 1 in 20 (5%) 
Absolute maximum: 8%

Desirable: 1 in 20 (5%) 
Absolute maximum: 8%

Desirable: 1 in 20 (5%) 
Absolute maximum: 8%

Desirable: 1 in 20 (5%) 
Absolute maximum: 8%

Desirable: 1 in 20 (5%) 
Absolute maximum: 8%

Vertical 
Alignment: 
Crossfall

Desirable: 1 in 40 (2.5%) 
Absolute maximum of 1 in 
25 (4%)

Desirable: 1 in 40 (2.5%) 
Absolute maximum of 1 in 
25 (4%)

Desirable: 1 in 40 (2.5%) 
Absolute maximum of 1 in 
25 (4%)

Desirable: 1 in 40 (2.5%) 
Absolute maximum of 1 in 
25 (4%)

Desirable: 1 in 40 (2.5%) 
Absolute maximum of 1 in 
25 (4%)

Desirable: 1 in 40 (2.5%) 
Absolute maximum of 1 in 
25 (4%)

Desirable: 1 in 40 (2.5%) 
Absolute maximum of 1 in 
25 (4%)

Desirable: 1 in 40 (2.5%) 
Absolute maximum of 1 in 
25 (4%)

Vehicle 
parking 
solutions

On-plot parking. Occassional on-street 
parking. Predominantly 
on-plot.

On-street parking as 
required.

On street parking should be 
accommodated in widened 
areas.

On street parking should be 
accommodated in widened 
areas.

Parking unlikely to be 
appropriate

On-street parking as 
required.

On-plot parking.

Street tree 
planting / 
greening 
opportunities

Street trees are desirable 
where appropriate, and 
could be provided on build-
outs.

Regular street trees and 
low-level planting is 
desirable, and could be 
accommodated in build-
outs on the carriageway. 
Community parklets could 
be adopted.

Regular street trees and 
low-level planting is 
desirable, and could be 
accommodated in build-
outs on the carriageway. 
Community parklets could 
be adopted.

Regular street trees and 
low-level planting should be 
accommodated in build-
outs on the carriageway 
(between parking). Parklets 
could be adopted outside 
shops or other popular areas 
for pedestrians.

Regular street trees and 
low-level planting should 
be accommodated along 
verges.Where space allows, 
tree planting and greening 
should be adopted on the 
separation between cyclists 
and vehicles.

Regular street trees and 
low-level planting should 
be accommodated along 
verges.Where space allows, 
tree planting and greening 
should be adopted on the 
separation between cyclists 
and vehicles.

Regular street trees and 
low-level planting should 
be accommodated along 
verges.Where space allows, 
tree planting and greening 
should be adopted on the 
separation between cyclists 
and vehicles.

Distance 
between 
speed 
restraint 
features

30m-40m 30m-40m 60m 60m 60m-80m For most measures, a 
spacing of 60 to 90 metres 
would be appropriate. On 
strategic routes, a spacing 
of between 100 and 150 
metres may be preferable if 
humps or raised junctions 
are used. 

120m
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5 
Access Streets

5 
General Streets

4 
Local Distributor- Type 2

4 
Local Distributor- Type 1

3 
District Distributor

2 
Principal Roads

1 
Trunk Roads

Other 
Streets in Industial Areas

Other 
Driveways and Private 

Access

Appropriate 
speed 
restraints

Speed control bends, 
carriageway narrowing, 
build-outs,  ramps / tables, 
no centre- lining, vertical 
elements (trees, bollards 
and street furniture), 
contrasting textured 
surfacing, speed cushions, 
parking, building alignment, 
minimal use of traffic 
management features, visual 
narrowing via edge strips.

Speed control bends, 
carriageway narrowing, 
build-outs,  ramps / tables, 
no centre- lining, vertical 
elements (trees, bollards 
and street furniture), 
contrasting textured 
surfacing, speed cushions, 
parking, building alignment, 
visual narrowing via median 
strips.

No specific information 
required.

No specific information 
required.

No specific information 
required.

No specific information 
required.

No specific information 
required.

No specific information 
required.

Stopping 
Sight 
Distances

11m (20m) 25m (20m) 50m (35m) 50m (35m) (90m) (120m) No specific information 
required.

Minimum 
forward 
visibilities

As above. As above. As above. As above. As above. As above.

Minimum 
centreline 
radius

Based on vehicle tracking 
requirements of service 
vehicles in current use.

20m or based on vehicle 
tracking requirements

80m 80m
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FORM CC1 

 

For Official Use Only: 

 Ref No:   /    RCC 

 
APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO CONSTRUCT A NEW ROAD OR 

TO EXTEND AN EXISTING ROAD 
 

In Terms of Section 21 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 
 
 
IMPORTANT:  PLEASE READ THE ATTACHED GUIDANCE NOTES BEFORE 
COMPLETING THIS FORM. 
 
 
1  I/we:  
  
2  Hereby apply for consent to construct ............... metres of new road. 
  
3  At  
  
   
  
 Adjoining:  
  
4  And I/we herewith deliver and deposit plans and sections thereof. 
  
5  I/we confirm that under Section 21(2)(b) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, I/we shall 

by notice intimate my/our intentions to the owners of all land which would front, abut or 
be comprehended in the new road or the extension of the existing road; and a list of 
names and addresses of such persons upon whom such notice has been served is 
attached herewith. 

  
 I/we also confirm that I/we shall by notice intimate my/our intentions to such other 

persons, if any, as the Authority may, for the purposes of this application specify. 
  
6  Signature of Applicant:    
  
 Address of Applicant:  
   
   
   
 Date Signed by Applicant:  
 
 
  
Return to: developmentroads@dundeecity.gov.uk, or 

 
Traffic & Transportation, Sustainable Transport & Roads Division, City 
Development Department, Dundee City Council, Dundee House, 50 North 
Lindsay Street, Dundee, DD1 1LS 
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Guidance Notes For Application For Consent To 
Construct A New Road Or To Extend An Existing Road 
 
1  Insert Name of Applicant/Developer. 

2  Specify approximate length of new road in metres. 

3  Specify name of new road or development, together with name of the existing 
public road to which a connection is to be made. 

4  It will facilitate consideration of the application if it is accompanied by Autocad and 
pdf versions of all drawings listed below submitted by email to 
developmentroads@dundeecity.gov.uk. 

a LOCATION PLAN – Scale 1:1250 or 1:2500 

b LAYOUT PLAN - Scale 1:500 showing (i) curve radii of the road alignment, and 
junctions, (ii) carriageway, footway and footpath widths, (iii) vehicular access 
crossings to properties, (iv) the position of swales, gullies, manholes and 
sewers relative to the connection or discharge points, (v) the position of 
services, (vi) road markings and signing, (vii) garage/hard-standing levels and 
access gradients. 

c LONGITUDINAL SECTION along roads giving the vertical alignment details of 
gradient, vertical curves and rate of changes of the vertical alignment with 
chainages related to the layout plan. 

d TYPICAL CROSS SECTION through each type of road, showing widths of 
carriageway, footways and/or verges, crossfalls, construction depths and 
materials used, kerb and edge details and details of swales, overflows and 
gullies and their connections.  In addition, details of footpaths remote from the 
carriageway and of vehicular access crossings should be given. 

e LONGITUDINAL SECTION along drains and sewers showing levels, diameters 
and gradients of pipes. 

Additional information will be necessary where the carriageway construction 
thickness, in most cases the sub-base, is varied according to ground conditions.  
Generally the thickness of sub-base can be finally decided during excavations for 
the surface water sewers, but trial pits can be dug to a depth not less than one 
metre below formation before construction commences.  The location of trial pits, 
logs of the strata and the results of tests taken should be submitted. 

Details relating to design, specification, supply, siting and installation of street 
lighting are required. 

5  Details of all parties to be intimated of the application MUST be agreed with the 
Executive Director of City Development prior to any formal notification. 

6  The application form MUST be signed by the APPLICANT not the agent. 
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FORM CC2 

 

 

 

 
ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984 - INTIMATION OF 
APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTION CONSENT 

 
In Terms of Section 21(2)(b) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 

 
To:  
  
  
  
 (insert here name and address of person to whom intimation is to be made) 
  
1  Notice is hereby given that application is about to be made by: 
  
  
  
 (insert name of applicant) 
  
 to Dundee City Council as Local Roads Authority for Construction Consent for a 

new road at: 
  
  
  
  
  
 (insert brief description of proposed road construction works) 
  
2  Plans and other particulars relating to the application may be inspected at the office 

of the Executive Director of City Development, Dundee House, 50 North Lindsay 
Street, Dundee, DD1 1LS. 

  
3  If you wish to make any representations in regard to the application, you should do 

so in writing within 28 days of the date hereof.  Representations must be addressed 
to the Executive Director of City Development, Dundee House, 50 North Lindsay 
Street, Dundee, DD1 1LS. 

  
4  Dundee City Council is obliged to consider any written representations made within 

28 days before deciding whether to grant or refuse Construction Consent. 
  
Signature of Applicant:  
 
Address of Applicant:  
 
  
  
Date:   
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FORM CC3 

 

 
ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984 - INTIMATION OF 
APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTION CONSENT 

 
In Terms of Section 21(2)(b) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 

 
Application for Consent to construct a New Road at: 
 
 
 
 
 
I/We hereby declare that on the …………………………..20……… the foregoing application 
for Construction Consent was, by notice duly intimated to the following persons all being 
owners of land which would front, abut or be comprehended in the proposed construction 
works or as specified in agreement with the Roads Authority. 
   
Name  Address 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  
  
Signature of Applicant:   
   
Date:    
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General

The following notes on procedures for obtaining 
approval to the layout of new roads, the adoption 
of new roads, and alterations to existing roads 
are included for the guidance of prospective 
developers. They also give some indication of the 
relationship between these procedures and the 
planning procedures.

Prospective developers should note that THE 
GRANTING OF PLANNING PERMISSION DOES NOT 
PLACE AN OBLIGATION ON THE LOCAL ROADS 
AUTHORITY TO EITHER PERMIT THE FORMATION 
OF A NEW ROAD OR ADOPT A NEW ROAD.

Planning Procedures

Applications for planning permission are made 
to Dundee City Council as the local planning 
authority. In the case of developments affecting 
Trunk Roads, the Council is also required to consult 
Scottish Ministers who, through the Scottish 
Executive, are empowered to recommend a course 
of action for the Council to follow for planning 
applications for developments located within 
67m of the centre line of a trunk road and/or 
connecting thereto or having a traffic impact on 
the Trunk Road network. If the recommendation 
is not followed the application is submitted to the 
Scottish Ministers for a decision as to whether to 
“call in” the application.

Developers are advised to supply four copies 
of drawings during the planning processes for 

the use and retention of the City Development 
Department.

Road Safety Audit

While planning permission requires the 
examination of planning issues such as 
the Development Plan and other material 
considerations a part of the planning process and 
associated procedures relates to safety issues. This 
is delivered by undertaking a Road Safety Audit at 
various points in the process. Further information 
on Road Safety Audit procedures is provided later 
in the document. Reference Should also be made 
to the separate publication, Dundee City Council 
-Road Safety Audit Procedures available from the 
City Development Department.

Permission in Principle

Developers may obtain Permission in Principle, 
from the Council.  Permission in Principle is sought 
when the developer wishes to obtain consent 
for the outlines or principle of the development 
before drawing up a detailed scheme. Following 
the granting of Permission in Principle, a further 
application must be made to the Council for 
approval of the detailed scheme within specific 
time periods. For major developments, a higher 
level of information may need to be agreed at this 
Permission in Principle stage.

Much time can be saved if a developer consults 
the City Development Department from the 
earliest stages in the planning process. In 
determining a Permission in Principle application 
where it is known that roads are to be maintained 
by the Council, the City Development Department 
will need to consider:

	▪ The characteristics of the adjacent road 
hierarchy based on the volume, type and 
destinations of vehicular traffic using it

	▪ How traffic patterns are likely to change in the 
foreseeable future

	▪ The volume and type of all traffic likely to be 
generated by the proposed development

	▪ The likely distribution of this generated traffic 
proposed access and parking arrangements

	▪ The safety of all road users
	▪ The adequacy of the adjacent road network 

and identified any problem areas, including 
the capacity of the existing road storm water 
drainage system

	▪ Any proposed new street lighting and/or 
alterations to existing street lighting

	▪ Any proposed new road structures and/or 
alterations required to existing road structures

	▪ Any restrictions on road access to the site 
including location, sight distances, gradients etc

	▪ Possible extensions or alterations to bus services

The possible implication under the Noise 
Insulation (Scotland) Regulations 1975.
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Transport Assessment and 
Transport Statement

In some circumstances a Transport Assessment 
(TA) will be required to support a planning 
application for development - These studies are 
the responsibility of the planning applicant. Typical 
threshold values for which a TA may be required 
are given below :-

	▪ >1000 m2 retail floor space (gross)
	▪ >100 trips in/out combined in peak hour
	▪ >100 parking spaces provided
	▪ where access is from a route carrying >5000 

vehicles Annual Average Daily Flow
	▪ other special circumstances

It should be emphasised that in order to avoid 
any wasted effort, consultation should be sought 
with the City Development Department at an early 
stage, and this consultation may be continued 
throughout the process.

The format of TAs should follow the guidelines in 
the relevant documents produced by The Scottish 
Executive. The preparation of Travel Plans should 
also follow current Government guidance.

Approval of Reserved Matters

Every outline planning permission is granted 
subject to a condition preventing the start of the 
development until approval of specified ‘reserved 
matters’ is obtained from the Council

Reserved matters can be any matters relating to 
the siting, design or external appearance of a 
building, its means of access or landscaping of the 
site in respect of which details were not given in 
the application for outline planning permission.

An application for full or detailed planning 
permission is appropriate where the developer 
has decided on all or most of the details of the 
proposed development and these details can be 
submitted to the Council for approval. If approved 
the development can proceed and be completed 
without further planning applications being 
submitted to the Council.

Detailed Planning Permission

The developer may subsequently wish to change 
some details and, depending on the nature of 
these changes, a further planning application(s) 
may be required. It is therefore recommended 
that in the submission of a detailed planning 
application, early meetings should be arranged 
with the City Development Department to discuss:

a) 	the classes of road which it might be necessary 
to provide

b) 	the location of existing or proposed community 
facilities, such as shops and schools relative to 
the development

c) 	the location and treatment of particular 
problem areas external to the site

d) 	desire lines for pedestrian movements
e) 	the location of pedestrian routes, crossing 

facilities, Cycle facilities and any public 

transport requirements
f) 	 the location and amount of parking provision
g) 	appropriate housing types for different types of 

road
h) 	specific provision regarding traffic noise
i) 	 satisfactory arrangements for the disposal of 

road surface storm water, which in certain 
instances may require early consultation with 
Scottish Water and SEPA

j) 	 specific provision regarding road structures

Statutory Undertakers 

As well as making provision for pedestrian, cycle 
and vehicular movements, a major function 
of residential roads is to provide routes for 
underground services. These services are an 
essential part of the layout as a whole and their 
efficiency and safety considerations must be 
matters of prime concern. Those who provide such 
services must be consulted at the earliest stage 
of developing the brief, their requirements co-
ordinated in the layout, and agreement reached on 
the balance to be struck between their needs and 
other housing objectives.

The Statutory Undertakers will wish to deal with 
one road manager so that they are assured of the 
protection of the New Roads and Street Works 
Act 1991. It should be noted that the Local Roads 
Authority will only become the road manager once 
the section of road is added to the List of Public 
Roads. Until that time the Developer will act as 
road manager.
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Roads Construction Consent (RCC) 
to construct a new road

Under Section 21 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 
any person who wishes to construct a new road 
or extension of an existing road in Dundee, before 
commencing, must obtain consent from the Local 
Roads Authority. Application Form CC1 is available 
on the Dundee City Council website.

Appropriate application Form CC1 is available 
Executive Director on the Dundee City Council 
website.

Drawings to be Submitted

RCC applications to form a new road, amend 
or extend an existing road, should submitted 
electronically in Autocad and pdf format. Drawings 
required are: 

a) 	LAYOUT PLAN – Scale 1:500 showing (i) curve 
radii of the road alignment and junctions, (ii) 
carriageway, footway and footpath of verge 
widths, (iii) vehicular access crossings to 
properties, (iv) the positions of gullies, manholes 
and sewers and drains relative to the connection 
or discharge points, (v) the position of services, 
(vi) road markings and signing, (vii) garage/
hardstanding levels and access gradients.

b) 	LONGITUDINAL SECTION along roads giving 
the vertical alignment, details of gradient, and 
rate of changes of the vertical alignment with 
changes related to the layout plan.

c) 	TYPICAL CROSS SECTION through each type of 
road, showing widths of carriageway, footways 
and/or verges, crossfalls, construction depths 
and materials used, kerb and edge details and 
details of gullies and their connections. In 
addition, details of footpaths remote from the 
carriageway and of vehicular access crossings 
should be given.

d) 	LONGITUDINAL SECTION along drains and sewers 
showing levels, diameters and gradients of pipes. 
Additional information will be necessary where 
the carriageway construction thickness, in most 
cases the sub-base, is varied according to ground 
conditions. Generally, the thickness of sub-base 
can be finally decided during excavations for the 
surface water sewers, but trial pits can be dug to 
a depth not less than one metre below formation 
before construction commences. The location 
of trial pits, logs of the strata, and the results of 
tests taken should be submitted.

e) 	ROAD LIGHTING – details relating to design, 
specification, supply, siting and installation are 
required (see Section 7.0)

f) 	 SIGNING OF ROADWORKS (see Section 7.2.11)
g) 	HIGHWAY STRUCTURES – details relating to 

design, specification and construction. Technical 
approval is required for new structures or works 
to existing structures (see Appendix A).

Consultation

Processing of RCC is subject to payment of a 
fee. Review of any application cannot start 
until payment has been received by the City 
Development Department.

It is recommended that discussions on the RCC 
begin early in the process and, if possible, these 
discussions run concurrently with the associated 
planning application. 

Notice to Affected Parties

Developers should note that in conjunction with 
applications for RCC, notice must be intimated by 
the applicant to the following:

a) 	the owners of all land which would front, 
abut, or be comprehended in the new road or 
extension of the existing road

b) 	such other persons, if any, as the Local 
Roads Authority may, for the purpose of the 
application, specify

Procedures for Construction Consent

The Local Roads Authority shall consider any 
written representations, made to them within 
28 days of the date of intimation, by any person 
whom an application has been intimated under 
the procedures stated above, and may thereafter:

a) 	grant RCC either without consent or subject to 
conditions

b) 	refuse RCC.

Before granting the consent subject to conditions, 
or refusing consent, the Local Roads Authority 
will allow the person applying for the consent an 
opportunity to be heard by them.
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Duration of RCC

A condition of RCC will be that the construction 
will be completed within a period of 3 years from 
the date on which the consent is granted. The 
Local Roads Authority may subsequently by notice 
extend the period.

Appeal Regarding RCC

An applicant for RCC may appeal to the Secretary 
of State within 28 days of the date of the 
intimation to him of a decision of the Local Roads 
Authority:

a) 	refusing their application
b) 	granting it subject to conditions other than a 

condition that the construction be completed 
within 3 years of the date on which the consent 
was granted

Offences in Relation to Construction 
of New Roads

Under Section 22 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 
a person (other then a Roads Authority) commits 
an offence, which is triable either summarily or on 
indictment

a) 	If they construct a new road or an extension of 
an existing road without RCC

b) 	If they contravene, or fail to comply with a 
condition imposed by a RCC

Where a condition imposed by a RCC has been 
contravened or not complied with, the Local Roads 
Authority may, by notice served on the person 
holding the consent, require him to bring the new 
road into conformity with the RCC within such 
reasonable period as they shall specify in the 
notice.

Powers of the Local Roads Authority

Under Section 23 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 
the Local

Roads Authority may stop up or temporarily 
close any new road which another person has 
constructed

a) 	without RCC
b) 	in contravention of, or non-compliance with, a 

condition imposed by a RCC

Stopping up or temporary closure may take place 
whether or not proceedings are pending under 
Section 22 of the Roads Scotland Act 1984 but 
shall be ended if in any such proceedings it is 
found

a) 	in a case where the stopping up or closure took 
place on the basis that there was no RCC, that 
there was such consent

b) 	in any other case, that there was no 
contravention of, or failure to comply with, the 
RCC condition to which the proceedings relate

Following the issue of a consent, developers may 

wish to propose that their new roads be adopted 
upon completion for future maintenance by 
the Local Roads Authority. Before considering 
adoption, it is essential that the City Development 
Department is satisfied that their construction 
will be in accordance with the consent and the 
standards described in this document. Accordingly, 
the following procedure must be observed.

Use of Recycled Materials

Where the developer intends to use re-cycled 
materials there will be a requirement to provide 
the Council with a certification notice confirming 
suitability of the material for the intended 
purpose. It is recommended that the developer 
should make early contact with the Council if this 
approach is to be used.

Commencement of Works

Following receipt by the developer or their 
contractor of RCC from the Local Roads Authority, 
they should give at least seven days prior notice 
in writing to the Executive Director of City 
Development of the commencement date for 
roadworks or recommencement date following a 
suspension of works, together with the name of 
their agent or person responsible for the works.

The Executive Director of City Development or 
their representative will regularly inspect various 
stages of the works and will require at least 
forty-eight hours notice of the commencement 
of certain operations. The Executive Director 

129



of City Development requires the above 
arrangements to ensure that they may finally 
make a recommendation to Council, in appropriate 
circumstances, to take the new roads onto the List 
of Public Roads.

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE ABOVE MAY DELAY 
THE ADOPTION PROCEDURES.

Programme of Works

The programme for construction should be 
intimated in writing to the City Development 
Department and should take account of the 
following broad categories of work which have to 
be co-ordinated.

a) 	All work within the area of carriageway 
construction such as drainage and sewerage 
works, and any service cross- connection ducts.

b) 	Carriageway construction including preparation 
of formation, laying sub-base, kerbing, gullies 
and roadbase. Pavement course shall be 
suitable for use by constructional plant.

c) 	House construction and installation of statutory 
undertakers’ plant.

d) 	Installation of street lighting.
e) 	The surfacing of carriageways, construction of 

footways, road signing and marking.
f) 	Construction of highway structures.

Completion of Works

A substantial completion certificate will be issued 
when roadworks, or a reasonable part thereof, 
have been completed in accordance with Council 
standards. The developer will be responsible for all 
costs of maintenance during the following year. If 
the roadworks have performed satisfactorily under 
usage during the one year maintenance period, 
they will normally be recommended for adoption 
by the Local Roads Authority.

Formal Adoption of Public Roads

The developer should make a formal application 
for the adoption of new roads one year after 
receiving a substantial completion certificate. The 
application should be accompanied by copies of 
all “as built” drawings. A final inspection will be 
made and any defects agreed and made good by 
the developer, whereupon the City Development 
Department will then add the said roads to the 
Council’s List of Public Roads.

Security for New Roads with Private 
Housings

In accordance with The Security for Private Road 
Works (Scotland) Regulations 1985 (as amended), 
prior to the construction of private housing 
associated with new roads a Developer must 
lodge a security, in form of a bond or deposit, 
with the Local Roads Authority to cover the 
cost of providing the roads to the standard laid 

down in the RCC. The sum will be based on the 
estimated cost of the outstanding roadworks 
at the commencement of building works. The 
Local Roads Authority is empowered to release 
part of the security as the work on the new road 
progresses subject to retention of at least 10% of 
the total amount of the original security. This must 
be released when no longer required, if house 
building proposals are abandoned, or when the 
road has been added to the Council’s List of Public 
Roads.

Alterations to Public Roads

A formal application must be made to the Council 
when a developer wishes to stop up, divert, raise, 
lower or otherwise alter a length of public road 
including the conversion of an existing public road 
to a footpath using Sections 12 and 68 to 74 of the 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984. This should be done 
as soon as detailed planning permission has been 
granted.

Prior to this, the Developer should consult the 
City Development Department, Emergency 
Services, Statutory Undertakers and any other 
persons or bodies with an interest therein, as to 
the problems, if any, of the proposed public road 
alterations in order to check their feasibility.

Developers should note that the period required 
for processing each Order can be twelve months 
or more depending upon variable factors such as 
whether or not objections to the proposals are 
lodged, the nature of the objections, alterations to 
original proposals to satisfy objectors and others, 
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and the number and complexity of proposed 
Orders already awaiting process. A developer 
should, accordingly, bear this important factor in 
mind when preparing their building programme 
and when considering their contractual 
obligations.

In the case of a development which has received 
planning permission, an alternative procedure for 
the stopping up or diversion of a public road may 
be carried out by the Council under Sections 202, 
207 and 208 of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997.

Site Works Affecting Public Roads

The Local Roads Authority should be consulted 
before any work is carried out on or adjacent to an 
existing public road. Application should be made to 
the City Development Department. 

Road Safety Audits 

Road Safety Audit can be defined as the evaluation 
of road schemes during design and construction 
to identify potential safety hazards that may 
affect any type of road user before the scheme is 
opened to traffic and where possible to suggest 
measures to eliminate or mitigate those problems. 
The Council is fully committed to preventing road 
accident casualties occurring and the Road Safety 
Audit procedures aim to ensure that safety is 
“designed in” to any road scheme.  A Road Safety 
Audit is undertaken at various stages on all designs 
for new roads and any alterations to existing roads.

Road Safety Audit is a formal procedure from 
concept to completion of the design, resulting in 
signed Road Safety audit Reports at each stage of 
the design. 

The basis of the procedure is that safety 
practitioners involved in accident investigation and 
prevention (AIP) use their accumulated knowledge 
of common safety issues to try to ensure that 
accident causation factors are not repeated in new 
and altered road layouts

Road Safety Audit Stages 

The following gives details of the Road Safety Audit 
stages and provides a guideline to when they are 
required as part of the Planning Procedures.

	▪ Stage F, Feasibility safety audit, may be required 
on appropriate development schemes prior to 
outline planning consent.

	▪ Stage 1 safety audit shall be undertaken at the 
completion of preliminary design and before 
deemed planning consent.

	▪ Stage 2 safety audit shall be undertaken on 
completion of the detailed design and prior to 
RCC being granted.

	▪ Stage 3 safety audit shall be undertaken when 
the scheme construction is substantially 
complete, preferably before the works are 
opened to traffic and prior to a certificate of 
substantial completion being issued. 
 

Stage 1 and Stage 2 Road Safety Audits may be 
combined where appropriate, with the agreement 
of the Executive Director of City Development or 
appropriate nominee.

Full details of the road safety audit procedures to 
be followed are given in a separate publication, 
Dundee City Council - Road Safety Audit 
Procedures, available from the City Development 
Department. These are based on the procedures 
for road safety audits detailed in the industry 
standard, GG 119.

Lighting

All lighting needs to adhere to BS5489-1:2020 
design of road lighting. These conditions require 
to be met in order to satisfy the Executive Director 
of City Development as per the relevant condition 
of the RCC and as such form part of the general 
conditions for adoption by Dundee City Council for 
future maintenance. 

The number and distribution of test locations shall 
fully define ground and subgrade conditions across 
the site. Groundwater table, if present, should be 
controlled so that it does not rise above 300mm of 
the formation level. No frost susceptible material 
will be permitted within 450mm of the finished 
road surface. Possible contamination should be 
considered to BS 10175. 

131



Geotechnical Considerations 

Sustainable Transport and Roads Division may 
request the submission of a geotechnical report 
to support the assessment process with the site 
investigation works to comply with BS 5930. A 
factual ground investigation report shall include 
borelog/trialpit log and test results with a location 
plan showing the proposed road alignment 
and all testing points. The investigation should 
additionally determine the suitability of the 
underlying soils for any intended SuDS features. 

The number and distribution of test locations shall 
fully define ground and subgrade conditions across 
the site. Groundwater table, if present, should be 
controlled so that it does not rise above 300mm of 
the formation level. No frost susceptible material 
will be permitted within 450mm of the finished 
road surface. Possible contamination should be 
considered to BS 10175. 

A subgrade with a CBR value less than 2% requires 
special treatment with its subbase and capping 
design undertaken to CD 225. CBR testing is only 
relevant in natural soils and cannot be used for 
pavement design in fill materials as by their nature 
fills are random and highly variable in density. For 
pavement construction on fill materials, unless 
the fill material is equivalent or better than the 
specified capping material, a full capping layer is 
required. The use of recycled material for capping 
layer is encouraged and guided by European 
Standards. In situ CBR testing shall be conducted 
prior to construction and the testing results are to 

be agreed by the roads authority to confirm that 
the ground conditions correspond with design 
assumptions.

The formation, subbase and road surface shall 
be constructed true to level, with deviations not 
exceeding the tolerances specified in the MCHW.
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Appendix E 
PARKING STANDARDS
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Parking Standards

Table E1 - Parking Standards

Development 
type/class

Cycle Parking

Car Parking Electric Vehicle 
Provision Motorcycles Other NotesVisitor 

short stay*

Residents/staff (long 
stay - secure and 

covered)  
Residential
City Centre and 
District Centres 
(Houses and 
Flats)

To be 
assessed 

based 
on local 

provision

1 per bedroom plus 
one. In houses an 

electric charge point 
for cycles must be 

provided. In flats one 
of every 6 spaces 

provided must have 
an electric cycle 

charge point

1 space per dwelling. 
(exemptions may be 

made for conversions 
or where provision 
is impractical and a 
permit system for 

local car parks can be 
implemented) 0

1 electric vehicle 
charger per dwelling

1 space per 
25 flats. 
Houses 

must have 
provision 
to park a 

motorcycle 
off-street.

Servicing provision to be included 
and assessed on the basis of local 

availability.

Developer may be asked to 
contribute to the cost of providing 
cycle parking for general public use 
in the vicinity of the development.

All other areas: 
Houses, fewer 
than 3 bedrooms

0

1 per bedroom plus 
one, with an ability 
to charge electric 

bicycles

at least 1 in-curtilage 
space per dwelling. 

50% of houses should 
have an additional 

garage or space for one

1 electric vehicle 
charger per dwelling

 Houses 
must have 
provision 
to park a 

motorcycle 
off-street.

Visitor/servicing provision to be 
included and assessed on the 

basis of local availability. Where 
availability of on-street parking 
is already acknowledged as a 

problem, additional visitor/service 
space should be provided at a 

standard equivalent to not less than 
30% of all spaces provided as part 

of the development.
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Development 
type/class

Cycle Parking

Car Parking Electric Vehicle 
Provision Motorcycles Other NotesVisitor 

short stay*

Residents/staff (long 
stay - secure and 

covered)  
All other areas: 
Houses, 3 or 
more bedrooms

0

1 per bedroom plus 
one, with an ability 
to charge electric 

bicycles

at least 2 in-curtilage 
spaces per dwelling  

plus one for every two 
additional bedrooms. 
50% of houses should 

have an additional 
garage or space for one

1 electric vehicle 
charger per dwelling

 Houses 
must have 
provision 
to park a 

motorcycle 
off-street.

Visitor/servicing provision to be 
included and assessed on the 

basis of local availability.Where 
availability of on-street parking 
is already acknowledged as a 

problem, additional visitor/service 
space should be provided at a 

standard equivalent to not less than 
30% of all spaces provided as part 

of the development.
All other areas: 
Flats

to be 
assessed 

based 
on local 

provision

1 per bedroom plus 
one. In houses an 

electric charge point 
for cycles must 

be provided. One 
of every 6 spaces 

provided must have 
an electric cycle 

charge point

A minimum of 150% car 
parking with at least 

one space dedicated to 
each flat

1 electric vehicle 
charger then one 

charger for every 5 
spaces provided

1 space per 
25 flats 

Developer may be asked to 
contribute to the cost of providing 
cycle parking for general public use 
in the vicinity of the development.

Sheltered housing

1 space per 
20 beds

1 space per 10 beds. 
One of every 6 spaces 
provided must have 

an electric cycle 
charge point

1 space per two 
dwellings

a minimum of 1 
electric vehicle 

charger

Where availability of on-street 
parking is already acknowledged as 
a problem this should be increased 

to 1 space per dwelling
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Development 
type/class

Cycle Parking

Car Parking Electric Vehicle 
Provision Motorcycles Other NotesVisitor 

short stay*

Residents/staff (long 
stay - secure and 

covered)  
Nursing homes

1 space per 
20 beds

1 space per 10 beds. 
One of every 6 spaces 
provided must have 

an electric cycle 
charge point

1 space per 6 residents 
plus 1 space per 2 staff 

members

a minimum of 1 
electric vehicle 

charger

Student Housing

1 space per 
20 beds 1 space per bed

1 space per 5 beds. 
Disabled: 1 space or 

12% of total capacity, 
whichever is greater.

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

1 per 25 beds

136



Development 
type/class

Cycle Parking

Car Parking Electric Vehicle 
Provision Motorcycles Other NotesVisitor 

short stay*

Residents/staff (long 
stay - secure and 

covered)  
Retail
Food: less than 
1000sqm A 

miniumum 
of 1 then 1 
per 200sqm

1 per 200sqm

3 spaces per 100sqm. 
Disabled: 3 spaces or 

6% of above whichever 
is greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

Variations may be made if 
the development is within or 

immedeately adjacent to the City 
Centre or District Centres

Non-food: less 
than 1000sqm A 

miniumum 
of 1 then 1 
per 200sqm

1 per 200sqm

3-7 spaces per 100sqm 
(dependant upon site 
specific assessment). 
Disabled: 3 spaces or 

6% of above whichever 
is greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

a minimum 
of 1 space 
if located 

outwith the 
City Centre 
or District 
Centres

Non-food: greater 
than 1000sqm

1 per 
250sqm 1 per 250sqm

1 spaces per 20sqm. 
Disabled: 3 spaces or 

6% of above whichever 
is greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

a minimum 
of 1 space 
plus 1 per 

1000sqm or 
part thereof
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Development 
type/class

Cycle Parking

Car Parking Electric Vehicle 
Provision Motorcycles Other NotesVisitor 

short stay*

Residents/staff (long 
stay - secure and 

covered)  
Business

Offices

A 
miniumum 
of 1 then 1 
per 300sqm

A miniumum of 1 
then 1 per 200sqm

1 space per 30sqm. 
Disabled: 2 spaces or 

5% of the total number 
of spaces, whichever is 

greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

a minimum 
of 1 space 
if located 

outwith the 
City Centre 
or District 
Centres

Variations may be available within 
the City Centre

General Industry

A 
miniumum 
of 1 then 1 
per 300sqm

A miniumum of 1 
then 1 per 200sqm

1 space per 100sqm. 
Disabled: 2 spaces or 

5% of the total number 
of spaces, whichever is 

greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

a minimum 
of 1 space 
plus 1 per 

1000sqm or 
part thereof

Storage / 
Distribution A 

miniumum 
of 1 then 1 
per 300sqm

A miniumum of 1 
then 1 per 200sqm

1 space per 100sqm 
for staff and visitors. 
Disabled: 2 spaces or 

5% of the total number 
of spaces, whichever is 

greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

a minimum 
of 1 space 
plus 1 per 

1000sqm or 
part thereof
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Development 
type/class

Cycle Parking

Car Parking Electric Vehicle 
Provision Motorcycles Other NotesVisitor 

short stay*

Residents/staff (long 
stay - secure and 

covered)  
Hotel
City Centre and 
district centres

1 per 50 
bedrooms 1 per 10 bedrooms

1 space per 2 bedrooms 
or by permit agreement 

to existing car parks

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every five spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

where a hotel has a restaurant - the 
restaurant cycle parking standards 

will apply in addition to those 
provided for staff/residents

Outwith City 
Centre and 
district centres 1 per 50 

bedrooms 1 per 10 bedrooms

1 space per bedroom. 
Disabled: 3 spaces or 

5% of the total number 
of spaces, whichever is 

greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every five spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

a minimum of 
1 space

where a hotel has a restaurant - the 
restaurant cycle parking standards 

will apply in addition to those 
provided for staff/residents

Educational
Schools / 
Nurseries

1 per 50 
students

minimum of 1 per 5 
staff.

3 spaces per 5 staff 
members

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

1 per 5 car 
parking 
spaces

Provision within the site or directly 
adjacent should be made for service 

bus parking. An additional space 
within the curtilage should be 

reserved for a minibus

College / 
University

1 per 50 
students

minimum of 1 per 5 
staff.

1 space per 2 staff 
members plus 1 space 

per 15 students

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

1 per 5 car 
parking 
spaces
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Development 
type/class

Cycle Parking

Car Parking Electric Vehicle 
Provision Motorcycles Other NotesVisitor 

short stay*

Residents/staff (long 
stay - secure and 

covered)  
Health

Health Centres / 
Hospitals

1 per 
50sqm

minimum of 1 per 5 
staff

2 spaces per consulting 
room plus 1 space per 

staff member. Disabled: 
3 spaces or 6% of all 

vehicle parking spaces, 
whichever is greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

1 per 5 car 
parking 
spaces

additional space to be provided and 
reserved for service and emergency 

vehicles

Assembly / 
Leisure
Cinemas/
Theatres (Outwth 
City Centre and 
district centres) 1 per 30 

seats 1 per 5 employees

Outwith city and 
district centres: 1 space 

per 6 seats. Disabled: 
3 spaces or 6% of all 

vehicle parking spaces, 
whichever is greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

City centre 
and district 

centres: zero.

Variations may be made for 
developments located within the 

City Centre or district centres

Stadiums

1 per 200 
seats 1 per 5 employees

1 space per 15 seats. 
Disabled: 3 spaces 
or 6% of all vehicle 

parking spaces, 
whichever is greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every ten spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

1 per 5 car 
parking 
spaces

Special provision required for 
separate coach parking

Public Houses 
(City Centre)

to be 
assessed 

based 
on local 

provision

1 per 75sqm City centre: zero

Developer may be asked to 
contribute to the cost of providing 
cycle parking for general public use 
in the vicinity of the development.
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Development 
type/class

Cycle Parking

Car Parking Electric Vehicle 
Provision Motorcycles Other NotesVisitor 

short stay*

Residents/staff (long 
stay - secure and 

covered)  
Public Houses 
(Outwith City 
Centre)

to be 
assessed 

based 
on local 

provision

2 per 75sqm

Outwith City Centre: 
1 space per 100sqm. 
Disabled: 3 spaces or 

6% of above, whichever 
is greater

Developer may be asked to 
contribute to the cost of providing 
cycle parking for general public use 
in the vicinity of the development.

Hot Food 
Takeaway (City 
Centre )

to be 
assessed 

based 
on local 

provision

1 per 75sqm City Centre and district 
centres: zero

Developer may be asked to 
contribute to the cost of providing 
cycle parking for general public use 
in the vicinity of the development.

Hot Food 
Takeaway 
(Outwith City 
Centre)

to be 
assessed 

based 
on local 

provision

2 per 75sqm

Outwith city centre and 
district centres: 1 space 
per 10sqm. Disabled: 3 
spaces or 6% of above, 

whichever is greater

1 per 5 car 
parking 
spaces

Developer may be asked to 
contribute to the cost of providing 
cycle parking for general public use 
in the vicinity of the development.

Restaurants 
(City Centre and 
district centres)

to be 
assessed 

based 
on local 

provision

1 per 75sqm City Centre and district 
centres: zero

Developer may be asked to 
contribute to the cost of providing 
cycle parking for general public use 
in the vicinity of the development.

Restaurants 
(Outwith City 
Centre and 
district centres)

to be 
assessed 

based 
on local 

provision

2 per 75sqm

Outwith city centre and 
district centres: 1 space 
per 5sqm. Disabled: 3 

spaces or 6% of above, 
whichever is greater

where 10+ car 
parking spaces are 
provided, one of 
every six spaces 
should have an 
electric vehicle 

charger

1 per 5 car 
parking 
spaces

Developer may be asked to 
contribute to the cost of providing 
cycle parking for general public use 
in the vicinity of the development.
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Integrated Impact Assessment 
 

 

Committee Report Number:   2-2026 

 

Document Title:  Dundee Streets Ahead Design Guide 

 

Document Type:  Other 

 

Description:  Dundee - Streets Ahead was originally published in 2005, providing key information on the 
Roads Standards that should be adopted across the local authority area. Since then, there have been 
significant updates to the policy context, including the publication of the second National Transport Strategy 
in 2020 as well as to National design guidance such as Roads for All (2013), National Roads Development 
Guide (2014), Designing Streets (2010), Cycling by Design (2021) and Inclusive Mobility (2021). These 
documents recognise the change in the approach to designing streets to put pedestrians first and recognise 
the needs of people with protected characteristics. 

The Streets Ahead document is being updated to reflect these changes in National Policy and Design 
Standards. 

 

Intended Outcome:  improve design guidance to best serve the needs of the local community and create 
environments suitable for travelling by any mode. 

 

Period Covered:  01/03/2026 to 01/04/2028 

 

Monitoring:  the document will be reviewed every two years, or sooner if there are significant changes to design 
standards or national policy 

 

Lead Author:  James Mullen, Senior Manager – Transportation 

City Development, Dundee House, 50 North Lindsay Street, Dundee 

james.mullen@dundeecity.gov.uk 

01382 307921 

 

Director Responsible:  Robin Presswood, Executive Director City Development 

City Development, Dundee House, 50 North Lindsay Street, Dundee 

robin.presswood@dundeecity.gov.uk 

01382 433610 
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EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

Impacts & Implications 
 

Age:  Positive 

 

Approximately 16% and 18% of Dundee’s population are under 16 or older than 65 respectively and therefore 
are key to take into consideration during the design process. 

 

Positive Impacts:  an increased standard of footway width will support older people with mobility aids as well as 
children when travelling on foot to have a greater level of manoeuvrability. 

Reduction in acceptable gradient for active travel facilities including crossfalls will have a positive impact on older 
people who are more likely to experience mobility issues. 

Improvements to lighting, ensuring routes are well-lit and reduce dark and blind spots can support older people 
who are more likely to experience reduced eyesight. This can also support feelings of personal safety. 

Improvements to crossing facilities can support young people, who are of greater risk of being involved to a road 
traffic accident.  This can also support accessibility of crossing points for older people. 

 

Disability:  Positive 

 

25.7% of the population within Dundee City has a disability or long-term health condition. Day to day activities 
are limited a lot for 11.6% and limited a little for 14.1%. 

 

Positive Impacts:  an increased standard of footway width will support disabled people in being able to travel 
confidently.  The proposals will enable two wheelchair users to pass each other safely within the desirable 
minimum width.  The addition of a limit on length of absolute minimum widths reduces the risk of disabled users 
being unable to pass each other.  This can also support visually impaired users by having greater space. 

Reduction in acceptable gradient for active travel facilities including crossfalls will have a positive impact on people 
who experience mobility issues.  Ensuring a 60mm upstand is provided between footways and cycle tracks 
supports visually impaired users in being able to detect the difference. 

Improvements to cycle infrastructure, will support disabled people who utilise bikes as mobility aids. Dundee 
WACI 2023 noted 7% of disabled people vs 11% of non-disabled people cycle at least once per week. This 
is directly correlated to infrastructure; in addition, 36% of disabled people vs 42% of non-disabled people think 
cycling safety in their local area is good. 

Improvements to lighting is particularly important for disabled people to support personal security and range of 
vision for visually impaired users. Improvements to crossing facilities can support disabled users in being able 
to navigate streets safely. 

 

Gender Reassignment:  no Impact 

 

Marriage & Civil Partnership:  no Impact 

 

Pregnancy & Maternity:  positive 
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In 2023, there were 1,315 births in Dundee, the standardised birth rate was 7.7 per 1,000 population .  

Positive Impacts:  the proposed improvements to footway widths and ensuring access controls and other street 
furniture maintain at least absolute minimum footway widths will support parents with pushchairs/prams in 
navigating the area safely. 

Cycle track improvements can also support young families who may utilise a child trailer or trailer bike. Revision 
of gradient and crossfalls can support pregnant women who may have reduced mobility. 

Enhancement of green infrastructure can have a positive impact on the environment and emissions which can 
benefit pregnant women who are more vulnerable to the effects. 

 

Race/Ethnicity:  no Impact 

 

Religion or Belief:  no Impact 

 

Sex:  positive 

 

There is a slightly higher percentage of females in Dundee 51.4% compared to 48.6% males. 

 

Positive Impacts:  improved lighting provision on the footways and cycle tracks will likely support feelings of safety 
for female users. 

 

Women are among those who are less likely to cycle. The 2023 Dundee Walking and Cycling Index found 
that just 6% of women cycle at least once per week, compared to 14% of men. 

One of the most common reasons not to cycle are concerns about cycling, therefore dedicated cycle facilities of a 
high level of service may have a positive impact. 

 

Sexual Orientation:  No Impact 

 

Are any Human Rights not covered by the Equalities questions above impacted by this report?  No 
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FAIRNESS & POVERTY 

Geographic Impacts & Implications 
 

Strathmartine: Positive 

 

Lochee: Positive 

 

Coldside: Positive 

 

Maryfield: Positive 

 

North East: Positive 

 

East End: Positive 

 

The Ferry: Positive 

 

West End: Positive 

 

Positive Implications: All areas will be affected similarly by the adoption of the revised design standards. 
It is unknown if any areas will be more acutely affected than others 

 

 

Household Group Impacts and Implications 
 

Looked After Children & Care Leavers:  No Impact 

 

Carers:  No Impact 

 

Lone Parent Families:  No Impact 

 

Single Female Households with Children:  No Impact 

 

Greater number of children and/or young children:  Positive 

 

Potential positive impacts from improvements to footway widths, crossing provision and lighting, which can support 
children and young people when travelling actively. 
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Pensioners - single/couple:  Positive 

 

Potential positive impacts from improvements to footway widths, crossing provision and lighting, which can support 
pensioners' confidence when walking or wheeling. 

 

Unskilled workers or unemployed:  No Impact 

 

Serious and enduring mental health problems:  No Impact 
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HOUSEHOLD GROUP IMPACTS AND IMPLICATIONS 

 

Homeless:  No Impact 

 

Drug and/or alcohol problems: No Impact 

 

Offenders & Ex-offenders:  No Impact 

 

SOCIO ECONOMIC DISADVANTAGE IMPACTS & IMPLICATIONS 

Employment Status:  No Impact 

 

Education & Skills:  No Impact 

 

Income: No Impact 

 

Caring Responsibilities (including Childcare):  No Impact 

 

Affordability and Accessibility of Services:  No Impact 

 

Fuel Poverty:   No Impact 

 

Cost of Living/Poverty Premium:  Positive 

 

Improved standard of active travel and public transport infrastructure may support accessibility of these transport 
options and be more attractive for low-income households. 

 

Connectivity/Internet Access:  No Impact 

 

Income/Benefit Advice/Income Maximisation:  No Impact 

 

Employment Opportunities:  Positive 

 

Potential positive impact from improving accessibility of streets through the adoption of the design standards, which 
could support access to employment opportunities. 

 

Education:  No Impact 

 

Health:  No Impact 
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Life Expectancy:  No Impact 

 

Mental Health:  No Impact 

 

Overweight/Obesity:  No Impact 

 

Child Health:  No Impact 

 

Neighbourhood Satisfaction:  Positive 

 

Potential positive impact through adoption of design principles within the guidance such as footway, crossing and 
green infrastructure enhancements.  These could contribute to neighbourhood satisfaction 

 

Transport:  Positive 

 

Potential positive impact through enhancement to accessibility of footway, cycle tracks and public transport could 
support access to different low-cost modes. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS 
 

Mitigating Greenhouse Gases:  Positive 

 

The provision of active travel infrastructure of an increased standard may support its uptake and have a 
consequential impact on reducing greenhouse emissions.  The additions of green infrastructure will also support 
the mitigation of greenhouse gases. 

 

Adapting to the effects of climate change:  No Impact 

 

RESOURCE USE IMPACTS 

Energy efficiency and consumption:  No Impact 

 

Prevention, reduction, re-use, recovery or recycling of waste:  No Impact 

 

Sustainable Procurement:  No Impact 

 

TRANSPORT IMPACTS 

Accessible transport provision:  Positive 

 

Potential positive impact through enhancement to accessibility of footway, cycle tracks and public transport could 
support access to different low-cost modes 

 

Sustainable modes of transport:  Positive 

 

Potential positive impact through adoption of a higher standard of active travel infrastructure will encourage uptake 
of sustainable modes. 

 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT IMPACTS 

Air, land and water quality:  No Impact 

 

Biodiversity:  Positive 

 

Inclusion of the green infrastructure will support biodiversity. 

Open and green spaces:  No Impact 
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BUILT ENVIRONMENT IMPACTS 

Built Heritage:  No Impact 

 

Housing:  No Impact 

 

Is the proposal subject to a 
Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA)? 

No further action is required as it does not qualify as a Plan, Programme 
or Strategy as defined by the Environment Assessment (Scotland) Act 
2005. 
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Corporate Risk 

Corporate Risk Impacts 
 

Political Reputational Risk:  No Impact 

 

Economic/Financial Sustainability/Security & Equipment:  No Impact 

 

Social Impact/Safety of Staff & Clients:  No Impact 

 

Technological/Business or Service Interruption:  No Impact 

 

Environmental:  No Impact 

 

Legal/Statutory Obligations:  No Impact 

 

Organisational/Staffing & Competence:  No Impact 

 

Corporate Risk Implications & Mitigation: 
 

The risk implications associated with the subject matter of this report are "business as normal" risks and any 
increase to the level of risk to the Council is minimal.  This is due either to the risk being inherently low or as a 
result of the risk being transferred in full or in part to another party on a fair and equitable basis. The subject 
matter is routine and has happened many times before without significant impact. 

 

152



REPORT TO: CITY GROWTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE – 16 FEBRUARY 2026 

REPORT ON: BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT - UPDATE 

REPORT BY: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CITY DEVELOPMENT 

REPORT NO: 37-2026

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 This report updates the Committee on the Business Plan of the proposed City Centre Business 
Improvement District (BID) and seeks approval for Dundee City Council to cast its ballot votes 
in favour of the BID. 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

a notes the content of the Business Plan that has been published by the proposed BID; 

b notes that Leisure and Culture Dundee has confirmed its support for the proposed BID 
and agreed to contribute £5000 per annum towards the levy if the ballot is successful; and 

c authorises the Chief Executive to vote “yes” in the BID ballot that closes on19 March 2026. 

3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 The Executive Director of Corporate Services has confirmed that the agreement of these 
recommendations will, subject to the outcome of the ballot being that a BID is established, result 
in additional recurring costs of £30,000 for five years.  Leisure and Culture Dundee has agreed 
to contribute £5,000 per annum towards this.  Should the BID be established, the costs for 
2026/2027 will be met from the general contingency fund and then added to the City 
Development budget in later years.   

4 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Reference is made to Article VII of the Fair Work, Economic Growth and Infrastructure meeting 
on 9 June 2025 (Report 156-2025) and Article III of the City Growth and Infrastructure meeting 
on 5 January 2026 (Report 4-2026) that provided updates on emerging proposals for a Dundee 
City Centre Business Improvement District.  As set out in that report, it has been agreed that 
the Council will be treated as single entity with its arm’s length organisation Leisure & Culture 
Dundee. 

4.2 In advance of the ballot, the BID Project Manager and Steering Group has undertaken 
extensive stakeholder engagement with city centre businesses.  The feedback from this has 
informed the preparation of the BID Business Plan.  The published plan which accompanies 
each ballot sets out the key areas which the BID will aim to address (see Appendix 1).  As 
previously outlined the BID proposal focused on four main areas: 

a Safer Streets - the proposal outlines initiatives which will create a more secure and 
friendly city centre.  Actions to be delivered include initiatives to prevent crime and better 
reporting of city centre crime; and work towards Purple Flag status which strives to create 
a safe and thriving city centre at night for all users.  The BID will also provide a visible 
presence in the city centre at key times.   

b Cleaner - refers to actions to create a more welcoming city centre.  This would be through 
the deployment of a rapid response clean and green team to augment services currently 
delivered by Dundee City Council.  The BID will also work with partners to improve the 
presentation of vacant units and improvement of shared public spaces.   
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c Vibrant - focusses on the role of events in the city centre to increase footfall, dwell-time 
and spend.  The Business Plan sets out that the BID will support existing events, develop 
and deliver new events and ensure increased awareness of activities to businesses in city 
centre.  All this supports the city’s events strategy 

d Empowered - this element of the business plan outlines that businesses will be engaged, 
represented and informed of all aspect of the BID activity.  A more engaged business 
community in the city centre will help create strong partnerships which will benefit all. 

4.3 The priorities in the Business Plan are aligned with and support progress to deliver the Dundee 
Local Development Plan 2019, the City Centre Strategic Investment Plan 2020-2050; and the 
Dundee Events Strategy 2024-2029.   

4.4 Should the BID ballot be successful, 390 eligible businesses in the BID area with an NDR value 
of £25,000 or more on 19 March 2026, will pay a 1.5% levy.  A cap on the annual levy payable 
will be set at £30,000 per business.  It is estimated that the total annual levy that will be 
generated and invested in delivering the Business Plan will be around £489.000 per annum. 

4.5 The services delivered by the BID will be additional to those currently being provided by the 
Council and other public sector partners. 

4.6 Ballot papers and the BID Business Plan were issued to all eligible businesses on 
29 January 2026.  The ballot is a postal vote which closes on 19 March 2026.  Subject to a 
successful outcome, the BID will operate for an initial five-year term, commencing on 
1 May 2026. 

4.7 Dundee BID will be a not-for-profit organisation operated by a board of directors who will require 
to be appointed no more than three months after 1 May 2026.  The Board of Directors will be 
representative of businesses and stakeholders in the area and will consist of 12-15 Directors. 

4.8 Dundee City Council will have two members on the Board of Directors, of which one may be a 
voting member.   

5 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 This report has been subject to the Pre-IIA Screening Tool and does not make any 
recommendations for change to strategy, policy, procedures, services or funding and so has 
not been subject to an Integrated Impact Assessment.  An appropriate Senior Manager has 
reviewed and agreed with this assessment. 

6 CONSULTATIONS 

6.1 The Council Leadership Team have been consulted in the preparation of this report. 
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7 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

7.1 None. 

 
 
Gregor Hamilton Author:   Gaynor Sullivan 
Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regulatory Services 
 
 
Robin Presswood 
Executive Director of City Development 
 
Dundee City Council 
Dundee House 
Dundee 
 
GH/GS/KM 2 February 2026 
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1 May 2026 to 30 April 2031 dundeebid.co.uk

together we grow

Dundee
Business
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Dundee City Centre,  
rich in potential and proud 
history, is poised to take an 
exciting step forward with 
the creation of a Business 
Improvement District (BID). 

Dundee BID represents a powerful opportunity to 
drive collaboration, investment and lasting change 
for the heart of our city.  We believe Dundee BID is 
the vehicle for this change. 

Our consultation with businesses 
showed a strong desire to take charge 
and implement initiatives to improve 
the city centre for all users and amplify 
Dundee’s business appeal.

By pooling resources, we can deliver a 
safer, cleaner, more vibrant city where 
the business community has a voice 
and is actively involved in positive 
change.

Dundee BID will consist of around 
380 city centre businesses, from large 
nationals to traditional, family-owned 
concerns, all of whom invest in our 
local economy. We could potentially 
raise £2.4 million over five years - 

money that would be invested directly 
into improving the city centre to 
attract more visitors and create a more 
dynamic experience.

A crucial part of Dundee BID’s remit 
will be to work with key organisations 
and stakeholders to allocate resources 
effectively. Dundee City Centre 
businesses are paramount, and our 
success depends on your ongoing 
support and engagement.

We are at a critical juncture in our city 
centre’s life; we need to compete 
effectively with other Scottish 
cities and collectively maximise our 
potential.

We’re proud to be part 
of this movement -  
and we urge you to 
vote YES 

during the upcoming six-
week ballot, which opens on 
5 February and closes at 5pm 
on 19 March 2026.  This is our 
chance to shape a city centre 
that reflects our ambition, 
energy, and pride.

Carrie Shannon (Archies/CAM Ventures)
Co-chair, Dundee BID Steering Group

Archies/CAM Ventures
Commercial Street, Dundee

Stuart McFarlane (Primark)
Co-chair, Dundee BID Steering Group

Primark
Overgate, Dundee

dundeebid.co.uk
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Dundee BID Steering Group
Andrew Black Andrew Black Design

Paul Mooney Apex Hotel & Spa City Quay

Carrie Shannon Archies/CAM Ventures

Alison Henderson Dundee and Angus Chamber of 
Commerce

Jennifer Caswell Dundee City Council

Gregor Hamilton Dundee City Council

Gaynor Sullivan Dundee City Council

Ashleigh Fraser Dundee Rep and Scottish Dance 
Theatre

Jill Farrell Dundee Science Centre

Lindsay Darroch Gilson Gray

Ron Smith Glamis Investments

Paul Campbell Leisure & Culture Dundee

Anna Day Leisure & Culture Dundee

Kevin Dornan McDonalds

Nick McPartland McDonalds

Malcolm Angus Overgate

Stuart McFarlane Primark Stores Ltd

Danielle McRorie-Smith Scotland’s Improvement Districts 

Neil McDougall Silkstone Properties/Keiller Centre

Cullen Warnock University of Abertay Dundee

Barry Ferguson V&A Dundee

What is a Business Improvement District (BID)?
A Business Improvement District (BID) is a defined area where businesses collaborate to invest in local 
improvements, services and initiatives that enhance their trading environment.  These improvements 
are above and beyond what Dundee City Council provides and are funded by eligible businesses 
within the district.
BIDs are established through a formal ballot process and governed by a Board of Directors made up primarily of local business 
representatives. This ensures decisions are driven by those who best understand the needs and priorities of the levy payers.

together we grow

BID Governance
BIDs are governed by a not-for-profit 
company or organisation led by a board of 
stakeholders.  Typically, this includes, 

• Local business owners

• Property owners

• Representatives from local government

• Community or civic leaders

The BID board is accountable to the levy 
payers and ensures transparency and 
regular communication. Annual reports and 
public meetings help maintain trust and 
engagement across the district.

How do BIDs Work?
BIDs are for businesses and by businesses 
and, once approved through a ballot, all 
eligible businesses within the BID boundary 
contribute a set levy, based on their rateable 
value. The funds are then used to deliver 
projects – developed in consultation with 
stakeholders that might include: 

• �Enhanced street cleaning and maintenance

• �Marketing and events to drive footfall

• �Crime reduction and security initiatives

• Business support and networking

• Improvements to public spaces

...vote YES!
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BIDs in other major cities
Across Scotland and the UK, Business 
Improvement Districts have a strong track record 
of delivering business-led investment that creates 
cleaner, safer, and more attractive city centres. By 
pooling levy income and working in partnership 
with public bodies and stakeholders, BIDs are able 
to deliver targeted improvements that individual 
businesses could not achieve alone.

Essential Edinburgh – First established in 2008, Essential 
Edinburgh demonstrates the long-term value of sustained 
BID investment in a capital city environment. Now in 
its fourth term, it has enabled city centre businesses to 
collectively invest in co-ordinated services spanning 
city centre management, safety initiatives, marketing, 
and major events. This long-term, business-controlled 
investment has helped strengthen Edinburgh’s 
competitiveness and ensure the business community 
has a strong, credible voice in shaping the city centre. Its 
current term runs until 31 March 2028.

Aberdeen Inspired – This award-winning BID represents 
almost 700 city centre businesses. It illustrates how 
BID investment can be used to drive footfall, improve 
perceptions, and raise a city’s profile. By combining 
levy income with partner funding, Aberdeen Inspired 
has invested in high-impact events, marketing, and 
placemaking activity, including internationally recognised 
events such as the Tall Ships Races Aberdeen 2025 and 
the Aberdeen Comedy Festival 2025 — delivering clear 
benefits for retail, hospitality, and leisure businesses.

Go Forth Stirling – shows how BID investment can 
deliver practical, day-to-day value in a historic city centre. 
Following a strong ‘YES’ vote in 2022, the BID secured 
a second five-year term, running until August 2027. 
Investment is focused on business promotion, partnership 
working, and tackling shared challenges, ensuring local 
businesses benefit directly while protecting Stirling’s 
unique character and heritage.

How will Dundee City 
Centre benefit from  
a BID?
All businesses in the city centre, whether BID 
levy payers or not, will benefit from the projects 
and services that Dundee BID will deliver.

We’re building a stronger, safer, and more 
vibrant Dundee City Centre - together.

What this means for Dundee
These examples show that BIDs are not one-size-fits-all. Instead, they 
provide a proven framework for business-led investment, allowing each 
city to set its own priorities, leverage additional funding, and deliver 
visible improvements where they matter most.

A Dundee BID would build on this proven approach — ensuring 
investment decisions are shaped by Dundee City Centre businesses,  
for the benefit of the city centre as a whole.

Dundee BID will support:
4�	 �Safer streets - tackling 

crime and anti-social 
behaviour.

4�	 �A vibrant city - 
promoting Dundee 
as a lively, welcoming 
destination.

4�	 �More footfall - attracting 
visitors and encouraging 
them to stay longer.

4�	 �Year-round buzz - 
supporting diverse 
events and activities.

4�	 �A business-friendly 
Dundee - improving 
perceptions and 
opportunities.

4�	 �One strong voice - 
representing local 
businesses to public 
authorities.

4�	 �A thriving economy - 
enhancing retail, leisure, 
and evening trade.

4�	 �Smart insights - sharing 
market intelligence and 
research.

4�	 �Collaborative marketing 
– working with partners 
to promote the city.

4�	 ��Funding growth 
– exploring new 
investment opportunities.

dundeebid.co.uk
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Dundee BID Area
There are approximately 380 eligible properties located in the BID area.  The defined BID area, 
based on the Dundee City Council Local Development Plan Map,  extended to include Gallagher 
Retail Park, part of Constable Street (and surrounding area) and parts of Hawkhill, and includes 
all roads, streets and private developments within the defined boundary, even if they are not 
listed yet or are created after the ballot has taken place.

Allan Lane
Argyllgait
Artillery Lane
Bank Street
Barrack Street
Bash Street
Bell Street
Blair Road
Brown Street
Camperdown Street, City Quay
Candle Lane
Castle Street
Chapel Street
City Square
Commercial Street
Commercial Street Lane
Courthouse Square
Coutties Wynd
Cowgate
Crichton Street
Cross Lane
Discovery Quay
Dock Street
Earl Grey Place East
Earl Grey Place West
East Dock Street
East Marketgait

East Whale Lane
Euclid Crescent
Exchange Street
Exchange Street/Exchange Court
Forester Street
Foundary Lane
Gallagher Retail Park
Gellatly Street
Greenmarket
Hawkhill
High Street
Horse Wynd
Johnston Street
King Street
Kirk Lane
Mary Ann Lane
Meadow Entry
Meadow Lane
Meadow Place Buildings
Meadowside
Murraygate
Nethergate
New Inn Entry
Nicoll Street
North Lindsay Street
Overgate Centre
Palais Court

Panmure Street
Peter Street
Queen Street
Rattray Street
Reform Street
Riverside Drive 
Riverside Esplanade
Royal Exchange Lane
Salem Street
Seagate
Shore Terrace
Soapwork Lane
South Castle Street
South Crichton Street
South Marketgait
South Tay Street
South Union Street
South Victoria Dock Road
South Ward Road
St Andrew Land
St Andrews Lane
St Andrews Street
Sugarhouse Wynd
Tay Square
Tay Street Lane
Temple Lane
The Wellgate

Trades Lane
Union Street
Ward Road
Waterfront Place
West Bell Street
West Marketgait
West Port
West Victoria Dock Road
Whitehall Crescent
Whitehall Street
Willison Street
Wishart Archway
Wishart Place
Yeaman Shore

If you are unsure if your 
business is eligible and within 
the BID area, please contact 
us at hello@dundeebid.co.uk

together we grow

...vote YES!
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The  
Consultation 
Process
Extensive consultation has taken place 
with businesses to help shape the 
Dundee BID’s priorities. 

The initial outreach engaged city centre 
businesses via a bespoke survey to gauge 
interest in a BID and identify key themes. 
These early conversations tested the concept, 
gathered reactions, and raised awareness of 
BID opportunities.

Running in tandem with the survey, direct 
one-to-one meetings were held with 
businesses within the proposed BID boundary. 
These meetings helped establish a deeper 
understanding of business needs and 
priorities, ensuring that different sectors could 
contribute meaningfully. 

Feedback showed a consistent desire for 
stronger collective action on issues like city 
centre vibrancy, safety, and promotion. All 
proposed activity is additional to that provided 
by Dundee City Council, or other public sector 
providers.

The BID plan has been shaped by feedback 
from forums, one-to-one engagement, and 
surveys. This ensures the project’s focus 
is business-led and evidence-based, with 
priorities reflecting the city centre business 
community’s voices. 

We are grateful for the feedback which has 
helped to shape the projects that our BID 
would deliver.

The project team will continue engaging with 
businesses until the ballot.

What you told us your 
priorities were

Crime & Anti-Social Behaviour
Number of Vacant Units
Cleanliness & Litter
Availability of Car Parking
Low Emission Zone (National Policy)
Level of Shop Theft
Graffiti & Flyposting
Maintenance of Street Furniture
Public Transport (Is It Easy/Affordable)
Connectivity (Air, Train & Bus)

What Dundee BID Will Do

dundeebid.co.uk
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together we grow

What Dundee BID Will Do

4 �Deployment of a rapid response 
Dundee BID “Clean & Green” targeting 
graffiti, etc.

4 �Work with partner organisations on 
the overall presentation of vacant 
units.

4 �Work in partnership to improve the 
shared public spaces .

A more welcoming city 
centre for all

Safer Cleaner 

4 �Deliver a strong programme of new city 
centre events.

4 �Contribute to the planning, promotion 
and delivery of major city centre events 
to make Dundee City Centre more 
engaging for all audiences.

4 �Ensure that businesses are kept up to 
date with events and in a position to 
maximise their economic potential.

4 �Keeping businesses better informed 
and more engaged by encouraging 
collaboration.

4 �Engagement, co-operation, and 
partnership activities with key 
stakeholders to align our shared city  
centre priorities.

4 �Represent the business interests of levy 
payers within the public realm at local  
and national levels.

Vibrant Empowered
A more engaging 
city centre 

Representing city centre 
businesses through  
strong partnerships 

...vote YES!

4 �Introduce a visible street presence at 
key times to offer support to business, 
residents and visitors.

4 ��Partnership initiatives to promote 
collaboration in preventing and reporting 
city centre crimes.

4 �Collaborate with healthcare professionals 
and consider attaining “Purple Flag” 
accreditation.

A more secure and 
friendly city centre
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Dundee BID TimelineDUNDEE BID LEVY RULES
The BID Steering Group agreed the 
following levy rules, 
1	� The BID term will be for 5 years from 1 May 2026 to 

30 April 2031.

2	� The levy must be paid in one payment within 21 days 
from the date of the levy invoice.

3	� The BID levy will be index linked and tied to the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) on the date of the issue 
of the levy invoices to a maximum of 3%, but subject 
to the agreement of the Board of Directors on an 
annual basis.

4	� The BID levy will be charged on all properties in 
the BID area which appear on the Local Assessors 
Valuation Roll with a non-domestic rateable value 
(RV) of £25,000 or more.

5	� The number of relevant properties liable for the levy 
is approximately 380.

6	� The BID levy will be collected annually in advance 
in one payment and the charging period will be 1 
May to 30 April, starting 1 May 2026. The person or 
company responsible for the non-domestic rates on 
1 May of each chargeable period will be liable for the 
entire year’s charge.

7	� The BID levy will be 1.5% of the non-domestic 
rateable value as of the ballot date of 19 March 2026 
for the 5-year term and will not change for the 5-year 
term.

8	� The BID levy will be index linked to the CPI (to a 
maximum of 3%) to account for inflation, subject 
to the discretion and agreement of the Board of 
Directors on an annual basis. 

9	� NHS hospitals and health centres will be excluded 
from the BID.

10	� A cap on the annual levy payable will be set at 
£30,000 per business. To qualify for this relief a 
business must be a single legal entity liable for the 
non-domestic rates for all relevant properties or be 
a business with an ‘At Arm’s length Organisation’ 
(ALEO).

11	� The BID levy will have to be paid by a new ratepayer 
occupying an existing (including a sub-division) or a 
new rateable property within the BID area up until 
the end of the five-year term on 30 April 2031, even if 
they did not vote in the ballot.

12	� A ratepayer/property owner will be liable to pay the 
BID levy on an unoccupied property without any 
void period.

13	� Voluntary membership of the BID will be available to 
non-levy paying businesses at the discretion of the 
Board.

14	� There will be no increase or decrease in the levy 
throughout the BID term because of a non-domestic 
rateable revaluation occurring during the BID term.

15	� The levy payments are not linked to what businesses 
actually pay in rates but are based on the rateable 
value of the property.

THE BALLOT PROCESS
1	� The BID ballot is a confidential postal ballot conducted by Dundee City Council 

on behalf of Dundee BID and in accordance with Scottish BID legislation.

2	� Ballot papers will be posted to the eligible person responsible for casting a vote 
within their business at least 42 days before the day ballot. 

3	� In the case of national companies, the responsibility for voting may lie with 
head office.

4	� Prior to, or on the date the ballot papers are issued, the BID Proposer will 
provide to all those eligible to vote in the ballot, a copy of the BID Business Plan.

5	� Voting papers will be issued no later than 5 February 2026.

6	� The last date for all ballot papers to be returned is 5pm on 19 March 2026. 
Ballot papers received after this date and time will not be counted.

7	� All eligible persons will have one vote or, where a person is liable for non-
domestic rates for more than one property, that individual shall be eligible to 
cast more than one vote and will be required to pay the levy for each of the 
properties that they occupy.

8	� Some eligible persons may receive more than one ballot paper. Each ballot 
paper should be completed, signed and returned in its pre-paid envelope. 

9	� For the ballot to be successful there must be a minimum turnout of 25% (the 
headcount) by number of eligible persons and by combined rateable value; 
and, of those who turnout, the majority must vote in favour by number and 
rateable value.

10	� The ballot papers will be counted on 20 March 2026 and the results 
announced by Dundee City Council within one week.

11	� Following a successful ballot, the BID will commence on 1 May 2026 for a 
period of five years until 30 April 2031.

BID GOVERNANCE 
•	� Dundee BID will be transferred to a not-for-profit organisation from 1 May 2026.

•	� The company will be managed by the Dundee BID Steering Group until a 
Board of Directors is elected, for no longer than three months after the ballot 
date.

•	� The Board of Directors will create a Code of Conduct and Management and 
Governance policies and agree the “Operating Agreement” with Dundee City 
Council which will cover billing, collection, and transfer of the levy to the BID 
company.

•	� The Board of Directors will be representative of businesses and stakeholders 
in the area and will consist of 12-15 directors, with each eligible property having 
one nomination and nominations for directors from outside the BID will be at 
the discretion of the Board of Directors.

•	� The Chair, Vice Chair, and Treasurer (or Finance Director) will be elected from 
the directors of the Board.

•	� The Board will have a maximum of two non-voting representatives from 
Dundee City Council and one from Police Scotland (either non-voting 
members or local groups can be co-opted). Dundee City Council and/or Police 
Scotland can also nominate a voting board member as part of this quota.

•	� The BID Board of Directors will have the authority to adapt or alter the projects, 
services, and activities from year to year where it is in the best interests of the 
levy payers and without recourse to an alteration ballot.

•	� The BID Company Board reserve the right to consider creating a charitable arm 
of the company if this will enable the company to secure additional funding, 
which can only be sourced with charitable status.

•	� The Board will be responsible for all decisions relating to staff, contracts, and 
the delivery of the approved business plan and will recruit a BID manager and 
supporting team.

dundeebid.co.uk
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Dundee BID Timeline

By 5th 
February  
2026

From 20th March 2026
And by 26th March 2026

Ballot papers and Dundee BID 
business plans are sent to all 
eligible businesses

Your vote must 
reach us by 5pm on 
19th March 2026

Ballot Day

20th March 2026The Count

Declaration of results

together we grow

...vote YES!
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Dundee BID Finances
Dundee City Council will collect the levy on behalf of Dundee BID ensuring complete transparency, security of 
money collected and auditable collection procedures. The levy will be lodged in a BID Revenue Account which 
can only be accessed by the BID Board to finance the delivery of the Business Plan.

Dundee BID will also strive to source additional income where possible via grant funding, voluntary levy schemes, etc to 
supplement the levy income and provide additional funding for projects.

Dundee City Council will charge 2.3% (plus staff costs) for the collection of the levy.

Any non-payment of the levy will be pursued, and statutory powers will be enforced to ensure fairness to those levy payers that 
have paid. The Council will be entitled to charge an additional fee to the levy amount to meet any additional costs incurred in 
the recovery of the levy.

INCOME YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 TOTAL
BID Levy £489,000 £489,000 £489,000 £489,000 £489,000 £2,445,000

Additional Funding

INCOME TOTAL £489,000 £489,000 £489,000 £489,000 £489,000 £2,445,000

EXPENDITURE YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 TOTAL

Safe And Secure £117,030 £132,030 £132,030 £132,030 £132,030 £645,150

Clean And Green £117,030 £132,030 £132,030 £132,030 £132,030 £645,150

Vibrant £63,350 £73,350 £73,350 £73,350 £73,350 £356,750

Empowered £22,005 £22,005 £22,005 £22,005 £22,005 £110,025

Operating Costs £68,460 £68,460 £68,460 £68,460 £68,460 £342,300

Collection Fee £12,225 £12,225 £12,225 £12,225 £12,225 £61,125

Contingency £48,900 £48,900 £48,900 £48,900 £48,900 £244,500

Set Up Costs (One Off) £40,000 £0 £0 £0 £0 £40,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURE £489,000 £489,000 £489,000 £489,000 £489,000 £2,445,000

How To Vote
The ballot for a Dundee BID will run from the 5 February  
until 5pm on 19 March 2026.
You should receive one ballot paper for each property that you are eligible to vote for by post (these 
should start to arrive at the end of January 2026). If your ballot paper doesn’t arrive by 10 March 2026, 
or if you require a replacement ballot paper, please get in touch (hello@dundeebid.co.uk).

Each ballot paper comes with its own return envelope.

You should complete the ballot paper by putting a cross (X) beside your choice on the creation of a Dundee BID.

Write your name in BLOCK capitals, your position in the business and your signature and return the ballot paper in the 
envelope provided or return it to the ballot box at Customer Services, Dundee City Council, Dundee House, 50 North 
Lindsay Street, Dundee, DD1 1LS.

Your ballot must arrive by 5pm on Thursday 19 March 2026 to be included in the vote.  
Papers received after this date and time will not be counted.

dundeebid.co.uk
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Return your completed 
ballot paper(s) by one of  
the following:
1. �Return by post in the prepaid envelope(s)

2. �Place in the ballot box located at Customer 
Services, Dundee City Council, Dundee 
House, 50 North Lindsay Street, Dundee, 
DD1 1LS (shown on map below), Monday to 
Friday, between 9.00am and 4.00pm.

Email hello@dundeebid.co.uk if you need 
assistance returning your ballot. 

together we grow

...vote YES!
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Contact Us

Louise A Fraser  
Dundee BID Project Manager 

T: 07927 540 171   E: louise@dundeebid.co.uk

c/o Dundee & Angus Chamber of Commerce
Unit 37, City Quay, Camperdown Street, Dundee DD1 3JA

If you would like more information, please visit our website www.dundeebid.co.uk or contact 
the Chair or Project Manager by telephone, e-mail or make an appointment to see them. 

Stuart McFarlane (Co-Chair) 	 E: hello@dundeebid.co.uk
Carrie Shannon (Co-Chair)		  E: hello@dundeebid.co.uk

dundeebid.co.uk
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ITEM No …4…….…..  

REPORT TO: CITY GROWTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE – 16 FEBRUARY 2026 

REPORT ON: UK GOVERNMENT LOCAL GROWTH FUND 

REPORT BY: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CITY DEVELOPMENT 

REPORT NO: 45-2026

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 To provide an update on the UK Government’s replacement for the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, 
the Local Growth Fund and the potential implications for Dundee City Council. 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

2.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

a note the requirement for the fund to be delivered at a regional level, and the implications 
for services delivered in Dundee; and 

b delegate officers to engage with partners across the region to develop the investment plan 
required and report back to Committee. 

3 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 There are no financial implications for Dundee City Council.  

4 BACKGROUND 

4.1 The UK Government announced at the June 2025 Spending Review that the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund would not continue beyond the 2025-26 transition year.  In the November 
Budget, the Government confirmed its replacement - the Local Growth Fund - with details of 
the proposed delivery model for Scotland released on the 8 January.  Scotland has been 
allocated £140 million over three years, including the allocation to the Tay Cities Region. 

4.2 In 2025/2026, Dundee City Council received £1.9 million in revenue from the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund (UKSPF).  The replacement Local Growth revenue allocation for the Tay Cities 
region in 2026/2027 is £2.2 million.  Across Tayside, the region secured £5.9 million of UKSPF 
revenue funding in 2025/2026. 

4.3 The reduction in revenue support - and the shift from local to regional allocations – is likely to 
impact the services that have been funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund over the past 
four years.  Several priority areas of activity across the city have been supported by UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund.  These dependencies include up to £650,000 per annum to support Dundee 
City Council’s Employability work and approximately £150,000 of spend per annum supporting 
the delivery of additional local services through Business Gateway Tayside. 

4.4 The allocation of funding through the Local Growth Fund to the Tay Cities Region is £19.5 
million over the next three years.  While the total £7.2 million for 2026-27 is similar to the UKSPF 
allocation across the region in 2025-2026, it decreases by 26% in year 3.  In addition, the focus 
has shifted from revenue support to capital and from a local to regional approach.  This will 
have particular implications for the delivery of future revenue funded programmes and projects 
at local level.  The allocation is: 

Tay Cities Region 2026 - 2027 2027 - 2028 2028 - 2029 TOTAL 

Capital £5.0M £4.7M £3.8M £13.5M 
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2   Report No 45-2026 

 

Revenue £2.2M £2.2M £1.5M £5.7M 

TOTAL £7.2M £6.9M £5.3M £19.5M 

 
Note:  totals do not match due to rounding. 
 

4.5 The UKSPF programme is due to end in March 2026.  However, the UK Government has given 
local authorities a time-based extension until 30 September 2026 to enable key projects to be 
completed and to support the transition to the Local Growth Fund.  The Local Growth Fund is 
due to start in April 2026.  However, to date, the UK Government has not issued investment 
themes/priority spend areas. Once these are provided, a clearer picture of likely regional 
strategies will be developed. 

5 CURRENT INFORMATION ON LOCAL GROWTH FUND 

5.1 Further analysis of the Local Growth Fund indicates several implications for regional partners, 
particularly in relation to scale, targeting, delivery mechanism and timing.  The challenges 
related to the replacement funding, both at a Scottish and local level include: 

a Targeted rather than universal allocation:  under the UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
(UKSPF) every Scottish local authority received an allocation.  The Local Growth Fund 
(LGF) has instead been allocated to only five of Scotland’s eight regions.  While the Tay 
Cities Region is included, nine local authorities fall within regions that will receive no Local 
Growth Funding.   

b Reduction in overall funding:  in Year 3 (2024-2025) Scotland received £95.5 million 
through UKSPF, reducing to £75 million and in Year 4 (2025-26).  Under the Local Growth 
Fund, Scotland will receive £52.2 million in Year 1 (2026-27), falling to £38.3 million by 
Year 3 (2028-29).  Although some areas have secured additional funding through 
programmes such as Pride in Place or the Growth Investment Fund, these are 
geographically limited and less flexible.  Overall, flexible regional funding in Scotland will 
fall by nearly 60% by 2028-29.   

c Shift from local to regional allocation:  UKSPF was allocated directly to local authorities, 
enabling them to shape spending in line with local priorities.  The Local Growth Fund will 
instead be allocated at the regional level, with delivery expected through Regional 
Economic Partnerships (REPs).  As many REPs are still in early development and 
primarily driven by the imperative of delivering City and Growth Deal funding, this shift may 
lead to delays, governance challenges and reduced local autonomy over decision-making.   

d Change in funding profile - capital v revenue:  UKSPF was predominantly revenue-
based (about 70%).  In contrast, the Local Growth Fund is structured around a 70% capital 
allocation.  This shift may create challenges for services that rely heavily on revenue 
funding (eg skills development, employability and business support) previously supported 
under EU programmes and UKSPF.  Local authorities may have limited capacity to deliver 
additional capital programmes due to revenue and staffing constraints. 

e Compressed timescales:  there is currently little detailed guidance on how the Local 
Growth Fund will operate in Scotland, creating uncertainty for the continuity of existing 
successful initiatives, and the planning of new programmes beyond March 2026.  The late 
announcement of the programme increases the risk of rushed decision-making and 
potential disruption to ongoing delivery of successful economic development initiatives.   

f Impact on key programmes:  UKSPF has provided significant revenue support across 
People and Skills and Local Business Support.  The move to Local Growth Funding risks 
undermining these programmes.  Local examples potentially affected include: 

• Dundee's Discover Work employability programme; 
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• Business start-up support delivered through Business Gateway; 

• SME skills development delivered by Dundee and Angus College; and 

• Support for the visitor economy, including events and marketing. 

6 NEXT STEPS 

6.1 Officers from City Development are working closely with regional colleagues and the Scotland 
Office, which is leading on Local Growth Funding in Scotland, to support the development of 
the new programme.  This include responding to requests for information from the Scotland 
Office and regional partners, as well as participating in co-ordination meetings. 

6.2 Finalising future plans will remain challenging until further details - such as the key investment 
themes - are confirmed.  However, discussions are underway at regional level to shape tailored 
investment plans in advance of the final guidance.  This work includes a workshop to review 
positive outcomes delivered through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, assess current pipeline 
activity across partners, and identify potential capital projects and revenue programmes, 
including regional tourism, business support, and employability and skills initiatives.   

6.3 The Scotland Office has indicated that the investment prospectus, which will outline the eligible 
areas for expenditure, will be published before the end of March 2026.  As a result, decisions 
on future programmes are expected to be delayed until the first quarter of 2026/27.   

6.4 The approach to management and governance of the fund at regional level will be considered 
by the Tay Cities Heads of Economic Development Group in consultation with the Scotland 
Office.  Reports and recommendations will be taken to the relevant Council and/or Tay Cities 
Joint Committee as required.  It is recognised that Dundee City Council Committee approval 
may be required, depending on the projects chosen for delivery.   

7 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 This report has been subject to the Pre-IIA Screening Tool and does not make any 
recommendations for change to strategy, policy, procedures, services or funding and so has 
not been subject to an Integrated Impact Assessment.  An appropriate Senior Manager has 
reviewed and agreed with this assessment. 

8 CONSULTATIONS 

8.1 The Council Leadership Team has been consulted in the preparation of this report. 

8.2 The approach to future funding will require stakeholder engagement to be undertaken at a local 
and regional level.  This will follow the process to be outlined in the awaited Investment 
Prospectus. 
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9 BACKGROUND PAPERS 

9.1 None. 
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Head of Planning, Economic Development and Regulatory Services  
 
 
Robin Presswood 
Executive Director of City Development 
 
Dundee City Council 
Dundee House 
Dundee 
 
RP/GH/DM/KM 4 February 2026 
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