Dundee's Core Path Plan

Consultation Draft
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What are Core Paths?

The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 established the right of responsible access to most of Scotland's outdoors. This right applies to people involved in non-motorised activities such as walking, cycling, horse riding and canoeing. In practice, most people will do this along clearly defined paths. Local Authorities across Scotland are drawing up plans of core paths to help people use there access rights. 

Core paths will form a basic network of routes for exercising your access rights. The routes can be any sort of path, including trodden earth paths, field margins, tarmac paths or even a waterway. These will link into wider path networks and general access areas, such as open land, woods, parks and fields.  For Dundee this will mean a network of signposted and promoted paths for getting around, particularly for sustainable transport e.g. getting to school, work, local shops and parks. 
Within this plan aspirational core paths are also highlighted. Where we think it will be possible to implement these within 2 years of adopting this plan we will include these in the final draft. If this is not likely to happen we will keep these as routes to be added to the plan when it is reviewed. 
Our objectives for the Core Paths Plan are:

· To provide a basic framework of routes for leisure and everyday journeys throughout the Dundee City area

· To connect homes, workplaces, schools, services, greenspaces, communities and the wider countryside.  

· To help Dundee become a healthy and sustainable city. 
Why are we producing a Core Path Plan? 

The core path plan will be used to promote outdoor access on a network of routes throughout the city. The final plan will appear on the base map of the Local Plan and on Ordnance Survey maps. The routes will be signposted so that local people and visitors to Dundee can use them. 

Local people have the best knowledge of local paths and this is why we are asking them to help identify the core path network. This is the second round of informal consultation on the Core Paths Plan and will focus on developing the final plan. In 2008 there will be a formal consultation on the final plan. After this consultation is complete, the plan will become adopted. 

Local Authorities have been given new powers through the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 to help them deliver the Core Path Network. For example, they will have the power to maintain all core paths whether or not these are on Council owned ground. 

How did we choose the core paths in this draft plan?

Over the last few years we have been out and about around Dundee asking people where they go walking, cycling, and horse riding. This has included general consultation at events such as community events, Countryside Ranger events and the Dundee Flower and Food Festival, and with specific groups, community councils and the Dundee Local Access Forum. 
Through this consultation we have gathered a lot of information about which paths and routes are currently popular and where people would like to have routes developed in the future. We developed a set of key criteria to help us assess the information we had gathered, along with our own knowledge of Dundee to produce a map of potential core paths. 
What happens next? 

We are asking people to comment on this draft of the Core Path Plan so that we can identify any potential issues before we draw up our final draft for formal public consultation. We would like to know if you think we have got the plan right, whether there are other routes which would be better, or whether there are important routes we have missed out entirely. 
We are keen to hear from as many people as possible, including land owners, land managers and recreational users, whether you access the outdoors regularly or not, whether you live, work, shop or study in Dundee, or visit from elsewhere. 

Please complete a comments form to let us know what you think. The deadline for comments is Friday 23rd November 2007.
What do the maps show?
The maps show proposed Core Paths for walking, cycling, horse riding and other outdoor activities. 
On the maps, the paths we have identified as potential core paths are shown in purple and the aspirational new routes are shown in red. These are the paths we are asking you to comment on in this consultation. They have all been numbered to identify individual paths and help you comment on them. 

· Solid Purple lines represent paths that already exist that could become core paths.
· Red dotted lines represent aspirational paths that do not yet exist, but could become core paths either in this version of the plan, or in the future.
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Key Criteria for Dundee's Core Paths


Fit for multi-use





Creates/enhances routes and wider path network





Allows access to cultural and natural heritage sites, parks and visitor facilities





Links community facilities (e.g. schools, shops, workplaces) and transport links





Avoids/mitigates negative environmental impact and land management issues





Level of public demand (from consultations)





Value for money














Dundee's Core Path Network 


A network of paths for sustainable travel and recreation within the city of Dundee








Overview Map
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